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It's remarkable to consider that we're already approaching the conclusion of summer—2024 has flown by! As the days grow shorter and daylight diminishes, VRPS wraps up its summer celebration and the inaugural PLAY ALL DAY VA (PADVA) initiative, which focused on embracing the concept of play centered around the summer solstice! PADVA aimed to spotlight how agencies can engage their citizens to play on the summer solstice by providing free access to programming and park and recreation amenities. 

The response to PADVA in its inaugural year was overwhelmingly positive, with participation from agencies located within all five of VRPS’s service areas. Initially, the 44 agencies that pledged to participate received free PADVA swag including cooling towels, sunscreen/lip balm combo and sunglasses. Event metrics captured from 37 agencies included quantitative and qualitative data composed of participant numbers, program information, sponsorships, success and challenges and budgets. This data will be used to better serve YOU for 2025. Check out PADVA by the numbers below. Top of Form

* <insert data graphic from email attachment>

*Note: The graphic above only captures 37 of the 44 agencies' feedback and participation numbers. 

Despite the sun and overwhelming heat across much of Virginia on June 20, Parks & Recreation professionals delivered programming in areas including Health and Wellness, Outdoors, Therapeutic Recreation, Arts and more! Highlights included amenity, facility and program access with most agencies offering these programs free of charge to their participants. One of the initiative’s primary goals was to enhance opportunity for play and to increase accessibility. Events and programs ranged from a sunrise hike in Nelson County's Blue Ridge Tunnel to day-long scavenger hunts in James City County, Charlottesville and the Town of Ashland. Other offerings included Creatures of the Night in Colonial Heights, Dawn ‘til Dusk Disc Golf in Orange County, a Lantern Sail in Campbell County and a Play All Day Passport from the City of Manassas Park, among many other creative and engaging activities tailored specific to each locality. Many agencies capitalized on providing free access to their facilities, courts, fields and pools which helped remove an access barrier for some participants. 
Looking forward, our sights are set on 2025! Mark your calendars for Friday, June 20, 2025, when we look to build upon the successes and address the challenges of 2024 by engaging more agencies and inviting everyone to PLAY ALL DAY VA. We want to thank all those agencies who provided feedback and supported the initiative in its first year. See the list of agencies that provided evaluations below.


Augusta County Parks & Recreation
Campbell County Parks & Recreation 
Charles City County Parks & Recreation
Charlottesville Parks & Recreation
Chesterfield Parks & Recreation
Christiansburg Aquatic Center
City of Fredericksburg
City of Manassas
City of Portsmouth
City of Richmond
City of Waynesboro
Colonial Heights Recreation & Parks
Danville Parks and Recreation
Fairfax County Neighborhood & Community Services
Fauquier County Parks & Recreation
Gloucester Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Goochland County Parks & Recreation
Greene County Parks & Recreation
Hanover County Parks & Recreation
Hopewell Recreation & Parks
James City County Parks & Recreation
King and Queen County
Loudoun Parks, Recreation & Community Services
Madison County Parks & Recreation
Manassas Park Parks & Recreation
Nelson County Parks & Recreation
New Kent County Parks & Recreation
Orange County Parks & Recreation
Powhatan County Parks & Recreation
Pulaski County Parks & Recreation
Reston Community Center
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Spotsylvania Parks & Recreation
Suffolk Parks & Recreation
Town of Ashland
Town of Herndon Parks & Recreation
Town of Warrenton Parks & Recreation
If you haven't yet completed the evaluation or have feedback, comments or recommendations to share for 2025, please reach out to Sarah O’Reilly and Joy Johnson. If your agency didn't participate this year, we encourage you to consider joining the initiative in 2025 to celebrate access to play. It's never too early to plan for the Longest Day of Play and what better way than to offer access to all that Parks & Recreation has to offer!
For PADVA questions, contact Sarah O’Reilly (sarah.oreilly@jamescitycountyva.gov) and/or Joy Johnson (joy.johnson@jamescitycountyva.gov). To stay updated, bookmark the PADVA website, vrps.com/padva. 
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