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MAHA Report Calls for Overhaul in Childhood Health Policy and Regulation 
The President’s Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Commission, established by executive order on February 13, 2025, released an assessment of the childhood chronic disease crisis today. The Commission, chaired by Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., is focused on exploring dietary, behavioral, medical, and environmental causes and solutions to the ongoing crisis. Presented as a “call to action,” the report emphasizes radical transparency, preventive care, centering American industries, and the potential of AI. It also criticizes governmental regulatory bodies federal agencies’ “distorted incentives” for exacerbating the crisis, pointing specifically to the deep entanglement of the food, chemical, and pharmaceutical industries with government actors. 

The report states that over 40% of the ~73 million U.S. children have at least one chronic health condition, asserting that all studies show this number to be rising at an alarming rate. It highlights conditions such as diabetes, neurodevelopmental disorders, cancer, mental health issues, and autoimmune diseases. The assessment identifies four primary drivers of this increase that represent the clearest opportunities for intervention: 1) poor diet and excessive consumption of ultra-processed foods; 2) widespread environment exposure to synthetic chemicals; 3) unprecedented levels of physical inactivity, excessive screen use, sleep deprivation, and chronic stress; 4) a troubling rise in the overprescription of medications to children influenced by conflicts of interest in medical research, regulation, and practice.  

The report calls for launching several research initiatives, including efforts to address the replication crisis; enhance post-marketing surveillance; build a real-world data platform; implement AI-powered monitoring systems; reform oversight of substances deemed “generally recognized as safe” (GRAS); conduct nutrition trials; run large-scale lifestyle intervention studies; improve drug safety research; invest in new approach methodologies (NAMs) as alternatives to current testing models; and advance precision toxicology. 


House Energy & Commerce Committee Releases Budget Reconciliation Bill 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released a preliminary, partial estimate of the budgetary impact of the proposed reconciliation bill, the "One Big Beautiful Bill Act," based on the version approved by the House Budget Committee on May 18. According to the new CBO estimate, tax provisions in the bill would increase federal deficits by $3.8 trillion over the next decade, with cuts specifically to Medicaid, SNAP, and other programs reducing spending by $1 trillion. The CBO analysis indicates that the lowest-income households would see an overall decrease in resources, while the highest-income households would see a corresponding increase; a point that Democrats have highlighted in recent press statements. These estimates are expected to shift as the Senate  has only just begun its negotiations after receiving the House version last week. This development follows a May 11 CBO estimate projecting that 8.6 million more people could become uninsured, primarily due to changes to Medicaid and the ACA, as a result of the bill. 

Federal Agencies Launch Efforts to Enhance Prescription Drug and Hospital Price Transparency 
The Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and the Treasury, in alignment with President Trump’s Executive Order 14221, have announced new measures to enhance health care price transparency. These include a Request for Information (RFI) to gather public input on prescription drug pricing disclosures and updated technical guidance for health plans to improve the clarity and usefulness of published cost data. Concurrently, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services issued stricter requirements for hospitals to post actual prices of services and launched its own RFI to enhance compliance and data accuracy. These actions build on existing regulations requiring the public disclosure of health care pricing by insurers and hospitals. The initiative aims to reduce health care costs, foster competition, and empower patients with actionable pricing information, reinforcing the administration’s commitment to a more transparent and patient-focused health care system. 

What's on Tap
Last week, House Republicans narrowly advanced their version of the reconciliation package to the Senate after weeks of negotiations. The House version of the bill would impose Medicaid work requirements starting on December 31st, 2026, prohibit federal Medicaid dollars being spent on undocumented immigrants starting October 31st, 2026, and lower the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) to 80 percent if states cover undocumented immigrants starting October 1st, 2027. The bill also prohibits states that have not expanded coverage to individuals with incomes above 100% of the Federal Poverty Line (FPL) by January 1, 2026, from receiving an additional 5 percent increase in their FMAP. Additionally, starting October 1, 2028, it imposes a $35 per item cost-sharing requirement on individuals with incomes exceeding 100% of the FPL, among other provisions.
Although the Senate entered a recess shortly after receiving the House version of the bill, several GOP Senators have already voiced their displeasure with elements of the bill. Among them is Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI), who recently argued the legislation does not cut federal spending enough for him to support it. In that same appearance, Senator Johnson claimed he and other Senate Republicans had the necessary votes to halt the reconciliation process “until the President gets serious about spending reduction and reducing the deficit.” Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) expressed similar concerns over the weekend, suggesting that Senate Majority Leader Thune (R-SD) will have to grapple with similar ideological disputes that Republican leadership faced in the House over recent months. Senate Republicans have a self-imposed deadline of July 4th to get the reconciliation package to President Trump for his signature, providing the upper chamber with only four weeks to achieve a consensus upon their return to Capitol Hill in June. While the deadline isn’t binding, the inclusion of a debt limit increase in the legislation and the forthcoming deadline to act on it will force action in both chambers. 

Upcoming Events
· Relevant events and congressional activities will likely resume upon Congress return next week.
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