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NIH and CMS Partner to Create Autism Database 
Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announced Wednesday that the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will jointly launch a database of Medicare and Medicaid-enrolled autism patients to facilitate root-cause research on autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The database, which will include medical records data, wearable technology data, and claims data, aims to allow researchers to focus on diagnosis trends, therapies, disparities in care, and costs incurred by families of individuals with ASD. Long-time Autism researchers and advocates have begun to sound the alarm on data privacy, noting a lack of transparency on data collection methods, storage, and maintenance. 

During an interview with Fox news, Kennedy told reporters that the project will comply with federal privacy laws, but did not offer an answer to whether the data will be anonymous. The database is part of a larger 50-million-dollar research campaign to identify the root causes of autism. Secretary Kennedy also stated that some of the answers to what causes autism would be available by September of this year. The recent announcement was limited to sharing existing CMS data with NIH and does not provide insight into the use of private payer data. 

White House Urges Congressional Republicans to Consider Most Favored Nation Plan for Medicaid Drugs 
The White House urged congressional Republicans to consider a “most favored nation” (MFN) policy for Medicaid drug payments in the domestic policy package. The MFN policy would tie Medicaid drug payments to the lowest price paid in other wealthy countries. While the policy would generate more savings in the Medicare program, the White House is currently interested in applying MFN to Medicaid to help fund tax cuts and other domestic spending priorities. However, Republicans in Congress are divided on the approach, with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA-04) opposed and House Energy & Commerce Committee Chair Brett Guthrie (R-KY-02) open to the proposal. Similarly, Senators Josh Hawley (R-MO) and Peter Welch (D-VT) introduced a piece of bipartisan legislation that would broadly bar pharmaceutical companies from charging the United States higher prices than the international average. Although, the bill does not specify which health programs it would apply to. 

With Legal Deadline Looming, Mental Health Parity May be at Risk 
[bookmark: _Hlk197697356]The Trump Administration has limtied time left to announce whether it will defend President Biden’s regulation to enforce mental health parity. The Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (MHPAEA) is a federal law that says that if a health plan pays for mental health or substance use treatment, it must treat it the same as it does for regular medical care. In September of 2024, the Biden Administration released a final rule related to parity, but two specific regulations within that rule have taken the national spotlight. One regulation says insurers must provide “meaningful benefits” for covered mental health conditions the same as they do for physical conditions, and another that mandates insurers measure how they work in practice. Three days leading up to President Trump’s inauguration, a trade association representing large employers sued the Biden Administration, saying they overstepped their legal authority. Advocates, patients, and clinicians are hopeful that the administration will take the case to court and defend the regulation

CMS Rescinds Biden-Era Guidance Preventing States from Recovering Medicaid Funds from Beneficiaries Accused of Fraud 
According to recent reporting from Inside Health Policy, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) quietly rescinded a Medicaid guidance letter from the Biden Administration that prohibited states from recouping funds from beneficiaries accused of fraud or abuse. The letter, which was released in December 2024, emphasized that once a person is deemed eligible for Medicaid by a state, that individual was entitled to coverage until the agency formally found them ineligible and provided 10 days advance notice. With the guidance now revoked, the Trump Administration has provided states with the authority to recover improper payments more quickly. Although federal due process protections remain in place, states are now able to claim a beneficiary is fraudulent without formal investigations or court proceedings, allowing states to claw back federal Medicaid funds before convicting a beneficiary of fraud. The rescission of this letter aligns with the broad efforts of the Republican trifecta to clamp down on Medicaid spending. Simultaneously, Republicans on Capitol Hill continue to look to the program for cost-savings of up to $880 billion amidst ongoing reconciliation proceedings.  

What's on Tap
The House Energy & Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over Medicaid, and the House Ways and Means Committee, which oversees tax policy, are scheduled to hold the first markups on their portions of the reconciliation package this week. Although several barriers remain, Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) continues to insist that the House version of the package will be advanced to the Senate ahead of the Memorial Day Weekend recess, giving lawmakers just two weeks to find consensus on a myriad of issues. The House Energy & Commerce committee released its portion of the bill text late Sunday night, which calls for work requirements and more frequent eligibility checks to be imposed on Medicaid beneficiaries. Notably, the bill text has no mention of a per-beneficiary cap on federal Medicaid spending, nor a reduction in federal matching dollars to states – both of which were controversial provisions for many moderate Republicans. In a call late last night with committee members, Energy & Commerce Committee Chairman Brett Gurthrie (R-KY) claimed the group had identified over $900 billion in savings, a figure which satisfies the $880 billion threshold laid out by GOP leadership early in the reconciliation process. Republicans now look to sway hardlines conservatives ahead of the markup on Tuesday, a task which could prove daunting, especially after more than 30 fiscal hawks sent a letter to Republican leadership arguing that the $2 trillion goal is a floor for savings and not up for negotiation.

President Trump is expected to sign an executive order today to cut prescription drug prices to the level paid by other high-income countries, known as the most favored nation plan. In a post on Truth Social, the President claimed this endeavor would reduce the cost of prescription drugs for Americans by 59 percent. Stakeholders expect the order to apply to a variety of drugs beyond those currently subjected to the Inflation Reduction Act’s Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program, which has previously negotiated on the price of 10 prescription drugs – set to be implemented next year. President Trump attempted a similar move in his first term but was ultimately blocked by a federal court. Five years ago, that proposal was estimated by his administration to save more than $85 billion over seven years and reduce annual U.S. drug spending by more than $400 billion. 

In a joint statement early this morning, The United States and China announced a 90-day pause on most retaliatory tariffs imposed on each other after President Trump announced sweeping tariffs on almost every country early in April. The agreement states that the U.S. would reduce its tariff rate on Chinese imports from 145 percent to 30 percent, while China agreed to lower its tariff on U.S. imports from 125 percent to 10 percent. The Trump Administration said it was in talks with other nations to strike new trade deals, coming just days after the White House struck a deal with the U.K. last week. The recent de-escalation of the global trade war could bode well for the pharmaceutical industry, with the President previously indicating that his Administration is looking into imposing tariffs on drug manufacturers to incentivize increased domestic production. With the President’s expected executive order aiming to reduce drug costs through the most favored nation plan, it remains to be seen what, if any, tariffs are imposed on the pharmaceutical industry.

Upcoming Events
· Tuesday, May 13, 2:00pm|House Energy & Commerce Committee holds a full committee markup of the Budget Reconciliation Text|2123 Rayburn House Office Building 
· Tuesday, May 13, 2:00pm|House Ways & Means Committee holds a full committee markup of the Budget Reconciliation Text|1100 Longworth House Office Building 
· Wednesday, May 14, 1:30pm|Senate HELP Committee holds a hearing on FY 2026 Department of Health and Human Services Budget |430 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
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