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· IPC and UNESCO Host International Disability Inclusion Conference 
On August 27th and 28th, the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) and UNESCO will host the International Disability Inclusion Conference: Harnessing the transformational impact of Para sport ahead of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games, which take place on August 28th through September 8th. This conference will bring together global leaders from the Paralympic Movement, athletes, leaders in the private sector, and government representatives to encourage investment from all sectors in inclusive sport and physical activity. Notably, a key theme of the conference is cultural rights at the forefront of inclusivity and cultural diversity. In addition, UNESCO will launch a Practical Manual and a Master Class video series on Disability Equality in the Media during the conference 

· Disability Rights Group Files Lawsuit Over County Mask Ban in New York
Disability Rights New York filed a class action lawsuit against Nassau County, New York regarding Nassau County’s new ban on wearing masks “for the purposes of concealing an individual’s identify in public places.” According to a local legislator, the ban aimed to address antisemitic incidents, often perpetrated by those in masks. Disability Rights New York filed a lawsuit on behalf of people with disabilities, and alleged that the ban violates the U.S. Constitution, the New York State Constitution, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 

· HHS Launches National Respiratory Virus and Vaccination Educational Campaign 
The Department of Health and Human Services launched the Risk Less. Do More. Campaign ahead of respiratory virus season. The Pan Respiratory Virus (PRV) Public Education Campaign (PEC) intends to increase awareness of vaccines that reduce serious illness from common respiratory viruses including influenza (flu), COVID-19, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) in high-risk populations and to limit the spread of these diseases to the larger American populus. Risk Less. Do More. will utilize paid advertisements, media, and collaborate with state and local health departments and community organizations to reach all audiences with a specific focus on the highest-risk groups. Last fall and winter, respiratory virus infections caused over 800,000 hospitalizations with the highest risk communities including people 65 years old or older, long-term care facility residents, pregnant people, people living in rural areas, Black people, and Hispanic people. The PEC follows HHS Secretary Becerra’s We Can Do This campaign which encouraged people to complete their primary COVID-19 vaccination series under the Biden Administration.

· CMCS Releases Policy Guidance on Ensuring Continuity of Coverage for Individuals Receiving Home and Community-Based Services
Deputy Administrator and Director of the Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS) Daniel Tsai released an informational bulletin and associated slide deck on Ensuring Continuity of Coverage for Individuals Receiving Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS). In the bulletin, Deputy Administrator Tsai encourages state Medicaid agencies to maintain HCBS benefits in the policies, operations, and systems for redetermining Medicaid eligibility to promote individual choice, control, and access to HCBSs. The bulletin also includes information on federal Medicaid eligibility requirements, renewal eligibility for individuals enrolled in HCBS, strategies to facilitate reenrollment of eligible individuals in HCBS, existing flexibilities to promote HCBS access and continued coverage, and additional resources.

· CDC Releases 2021 State Life Tables 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released the U.S. State Life Tables, 2021. Mortality statistics, population estimates, and Medicare data was used to compose each state’s life table. From 2020 to 2021, life expectancy across the United States decreased by 0.6 years, or just over 7 months. Of the 50 states and the District of Columbia, Hawaii had the highest life expectancy at birth (79.9 years) and Mississippi had the lowest life expectancy at birth (70.9 years). 39 states experienced life expectancy decline, 11 states experienced life expectancy increase, and remained unchanged for the District of Columbia. Life expectancy for females was higher than males in all states and the District of Columbia by 3.9 years to 7.6 years.

· NIMHD Launches Interventions Portal to Improve Minority Health
The National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD), a branch of the National Institutes for Health (NIH) under the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), announced the launch of the HDPulse Interventions Portal. HDPulse is a repository of evidence-based interventions and supporting materials and includes important information about the population, geographical location, service location, and disease targeted by the testing of the intervention. This portal aims to close the gap between research and practice for health disparities to improve minority health. NIMHD welcomes researchers to submit research for inclusion on the portal. The portal also provides national-, state-, county-, and territory- level data on minority health and minority disparities with data as far back as 2017.

· FDA Approves Updated mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines for 2024-2025
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) granted approval and emergency use authorization (EUA) for the 2024-2025 mRNA COVID-19 vaccines. These updated vaccines include a monovalent component targeting the Omicron KP.2 strain of SARS-CoV-2. The updates aim to enhance protection against current variants, reducing the risk of severe COVID-19 outcomes, including hospitalization and death. The newly approved vaccines—Comirnaty and Spikevax—are authorized for individuals aged 12 and older, while the EUA covers the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines for children aged 6 months to 11 years. The FDA will continue to monitor and assess COVID-19 vaccine compositions annually, similar to the process for seasonal flu vaccines.

· Texas Federal Judge Blocks FTC Ban on Noncompete Agreements
U.S. District Judge Ada Brown issued a ruling granting a motion for summary judgment filed by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, effectively blocking a new Federal Trade Commission (FTC) rule aimed at eliminating noncompete agreements. In her decision, Judge Brown determined that the FTC exceeded its statutory authority in the rule, further describing it as arbitrary and capricious. As a result of this ruling, the FTC will be unable to enforce the rule, which was scheduled to take effect on September 4th of this year. However, the decision does not preclude the FTC from addressing noncompete agreements on a case-by-case basis, and the agency has indicated its intent to appeal the ruling.

· New Peterson-KFF Brief Examines Barriers to Healthcare for Consumers
Peterson-KFF recently published an analysis examining what the major barriers are to accessing healthcare services for individuals with health insurance coverage. Their research found that while most adults in the U.S. have health insurance (91 percent) and report good health (85 percent), many face barriers accessing medical care, both financial and non-financial. High costs, long wait times, difficulty finding providers, and transportation issues often lead to delays or skipping care. Data from the 2022 National Health Interview Survey shows that about 28 percent of adults delayed or went without care due to cost, and 17 percent faced non-financial barriers such as unavailable appointments or finding a doctor that accepts their insurance. These barriers are more common among younger adults, those with Medicaid, and individuals with mental health needs or poorer health. Access issues seem to vary significantly based on age, insurance type, and health status, reflecting the diverse challenges different populations face in the healthcare system. 

· Brookings Institution Examines Economic Impact of Federal Negotiation of Prescription Drug Prices
The Brookings Institution published an analysis that found the estimated savings from negotiations on brand-name prescription drug prices for the Medicare Part D program are significant, with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) projecting a $6 billion reduction in spending – 22 percent less than the estimated total. This analysis comes after the first set of negotiations has been completed, setting the 2026 Maximum Fair Prices (MFP) for 10 selected drugs. These negotiations were enabled by the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which amended a previous law that prohibited Medicare from negotiating drug prices. According to Brookings, the savings largely stem from the difference between pre-IRA negotiated prices by Part D plans and the new prices established under the IRA. The analysis shows that the greatest savings were achieved for drugs with the least competition before the IRA, such as Stelara, Enbrel, and Imbruvica. Overall, the ability of the CMS to negotiate these prices is expected to lead to growing savings as the program expands in the future.

What’s on Tap
· Both the Senate and House have left for their summer recess and will return September 9th.

· The Democratic National Convention was held last week, in Chicago, where Vice President Kamala Harris was officially recognized as the Democratic nominee for President, accompanied by Minnesota Governor Tim Walz as her running mate. In her acceptance speech on Thursday night, Harris promised supporters that she would defend the Affordable Care Act and Medicare, lower health care costs, and ensure access to abortions nationwide. Harris further highlighted her role in the Biden Administration’s response to the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision, contrasting herself with GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump’s stance on reproductive rights.

· Last week, the Harris Campaign began releasing several proposals for her first 100 days in office, focusing on bringing down costs for American families. While healthcare proposals were lacking in the announcements, Harris indicated that she aims take the Inflation Reduction Act further, capping the cost of insulin at $35 and out-of-pocket expenses for prescription drugs at $2,000 for everyone, not just seniors. Harris also promised to build upon the work of the Biden-Harris Administration’s Medicare prescription drug price negotiations by allowing Medicare to accelerate the speed of negotiations, beginning in 2026. Vice President Harris and Governor Tim Walz also announced that a cornerstone of their healthcare platform will center around working with states to cancel medical debt for Americans, building upon Harris’ work with the American Rescue Plan, which canceled $7 billion of medical debt for 3 million Americans. Vice President Harris is expected to continue to roll out her policy agenda in the coming weeks and days. 

· On Friday of last week, third party presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. suspended his campaign and endorsed GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump. Kennedy first entered the 2024 presidential race as a Democrat but exited the party late last fall to run as an independent. Prior to the suspension of his campaign, Kennedy was polling notably higher than previous third-party candidates, with polls showing him capturing approximately 9 percent of American voters. Republicans were found to be significantly more likely than Democrats to have a favorable opinion of Kennedy, indicating that his endorsement of Trump could provide the campaign with a bump in the polls. These events set the stage for the first Presidential Debate following President Biden exiting the race, which is scheduled for Tuesday, September 10th, at 9:00pm ET. 








[image: A blue and white logo

Description automatically generated]						[image: A blue and black logo

Description automatically generated]			       
www.specialneedsalliance.org

image2.jpeg
2 healthsperien




image3.png
oy :

SPECIAL NEEDS ALLIANCE




image1.png
Special Needs
Alliance:

Public Policy
News You Can Use





