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1. ASPE Releases Report on Trends in Telehealth Use Among People with Disabilities  
The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) published a report on telehealth use among people and Medicare beneficiaries with disabilities, focusing on the use of audio-only telehealth during the second and third years of the COVID-19 pandemic. The study draws on data from the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey (MCBS) COVID-19 2021 Winter Supplement and 2022 surveys, ASPE’s Medicare Telehealth Trends Dashboard, and the Census Bureau’s Household Pulse Survey (HPS). Across the surveyed and claims data analyzed, individuals with disabilities were more likely to use telehealth than those without disabilities. Further, people with multiple disabilities, and mobility disabilities were the most likely to use telehealth as a service delivery option. Audio-only telehealth accounted for the majority of telehealth interactions among people with disabilities and older adults, which suggests this telehealth modality is essential for maintaining access to care among these populations.
 
1. Article Details Challenges Faced by Individuals with Disabilities Who Experience Abrupt Losses of Medicaid Benefits 
The article discusses the challenges faced by individuals with disabilities who experienced an abrupt loss of Medicaid benefits during the unwinding period following the COVID-19 public health emergency. Jacqueline Saa, who has Ehlers-Danlos syndrome, lost her Medicaid-provided home health aide services with little notice, causing her significant stress and disruption in her care. Although her services were eventually restored, she experienced a challenging gap without essential support. This issue is part of a broader problem as states began eligibility redeterminations in spring 2023 with the expiration of the pandemic-era continuing coverage mandate. The article highlights how states have not prioritized the needs of disabled enrollees during the unwinding, leading to disruptions in care. Workforce shortages and flawed eligibility systems worsen the problem, with many people wrongfully disenrolled.
 
1. HHS Releases List of Mental Health Accomplishments 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released data on the growth and investments into mental health care over the past few years. Notably, HHS invested $1.5 billion into launching 988 with over 9.5 million calls recorded since June 2022, Medicare launched mental health crisis codes for more than 65 million Medicare seniors, and Medicaid, Child Health Insurance Program, and Marketplace plans instituted nationwide mandatory appointment wait time standards for outpatient behavioral health. In addition, Medicare increased payment rates for crisis psychotherapy outside outpatient clinics by 150% the usual Physician Fee Schedule rate, the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) awarded $55 million to 229 HRSA-funded health centers to expand behavioral health screening and treatment for children, the Indian Health Service through partnerships reduced opioid prescribing by over 70% and increased the availability of naloxone, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released a Mental Health Action Guide to help schools promote student mental health.
 
What’s on Tap
1. Telehealth continues to be a major topic of discussion on Capitol Hill. Last week, the House Energy & Commerce subcommittee on health unanimously advanced telehealth legislation to the full committee that would extend key COVID-19 pandemic telehealth waivers, originally set to expire at the end of the year, for an additional for two years. However, Democratic lawmakers on the subcommittee argued that the legislation would be ineffective for underserved populations unless Republicans agree to extend the expired Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), which provides broadband subsidies that help connect patients to the internet. Democratic lawmakers are seeking to make the ACP permanent but have indicated they would settle for a temporary extension to allow time to work with Republicans on reforms to the program. Vice Chair of the E&C Health subcommittee Larry Bucshon (R-IN) stated that Republicans are objecting to funding the ACP because they want to see reforms to the program before allocating additional funds. Republicans on the committee are participating in a bipartisan working group to develop a solution for funding the program.
 
1. While the E&C Health subcommittee, like the House Ways & Means last week, advanced a two-year extension of telehealth waivers, Senate Finance Committee leaders are advocating for legislation that makes the pandemic-era telehealth flexibilities permanent before the end of the calendar year. At a hearing on Thursday (May 16) focused on rural health care, Senate Finance Committee Chair Ron Wyden (D-OR) said the committee could lead efforts to permanently expand telehealth to support rural communities. 
 
1. House Appropriations Chair Tom Cole (R-OK) has released a proposed schedule to mark up a dozen annual spending bills, with the goal of approving all of the fiscal 2025 measures in committee by mid-July. While the schedule may change pending formal notices, Cole plans to hold a subcommittee markup of the FDA-Department of Agriculture bill June 11, the Labor-HHS bill on June 27, and a full committee markup of both bills July 10. The schedule follows the release of interim funding allocations for all 12 bills, which are subject to change. Republican House appropriators have set fiscal 2025 discretionary spending targets lower than previously agreed upon, setting the stage for a spending battle with the Democrat-controlled Senate.
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