
  
 
Hot off the Press: 

House Returning to Address Potential Postal Crisis:​ Just when Hill staff, lobbyists, and 
policy wonks thought Congress had gone home until the second week in September, 
another “crisis” and politics has Speaker Nancy Pelosi calling House lawmakers back to 
town this week to deal with legislation to bar the U.S. Postal Service from implementing 
changes to “operations or level of service.” 

Pelosi sent out a “Dear Colleague” letter tonight (August 16) calling on the House to 
address what she called the devastating effects of the President’s operational actions 
regarding the postal service and his opposition to voting by mail and emergency funding in 
the COVID-19 House bill.  

No Deal on COVID-19 Pandemic Emergency Legislation:​ As mentioned above, the 
Senate and House headed home last week as negotiators had failed to reach agreement on 
the funding level for the COVID-19 pandemic legislation (and many other issues) and had 
not scheduled any additional meetings. The blame game was in full swing as Members left 
town.  Democrats are insisting that there is little reason to meet until the White House 
agrees to meet them halfway on funding levels at at least $2 trillion.  Another major 
stumbling block is President Trump’s payroll tax deferral plan, which many in both parties 
oppose.  The President went ahead and signed several executive orders which he said 
address several issues the Congress has neglected.  

● See issue brief in ​A Deeper Look ​below.  
● Here is the CCD’s response to the payroll tax proposals: 

http://www.c-c-d.org/fichiers/cochairs-letter-about-payroll-tax-EO-final.pdf 

The Paycheck Protection Program​ is one of many programs that is now in limbo with 
Congress pack home campaigning.  Without passage of the next pandemic bill, there are a 
number potential difficulties for the emergency lending program, which is no longer 
providing new loans.  One potential revision being considered would make it easier to 
convert loans for $150,000 or less into outright grants, making life the process much easier 
for borrowers and lenders.  Last week, the Small Business Administration began accepting 
applications for loan forgiven, but some lenders are waiting to see if Congress comes to 
some agreement on program changes.  It has been reported that some banks are 
discouraging borrowers from rushing to file their applications even though the SBA began 
accepting them from lenders. 

http://www.c-c-d.org/fichiers/cochairs-letter-about-payroll-tax-EO-final.pdf


Back to School: ​Whether schools in your area are implementing distance learning or 
returning to the classroom in person, The Arc’s newest program, ​Watch & Learn: Disability 
Film Series​, can help to educate students in your community about people with disabilities. 
Films were selected and vetted by The Arc and are categorized by age group (elementary, 
middle, or high school). 

This week: ​ACL’s National Center on Advancing Person-Centered Practices and Systems 
(NCAPPS) presents a webinar: "​Exploring the Intersectionality of Peer Support and 
Person-Centered Planning Across Disability​" on ​August 19 at 2:30​ pm ET. 
Register here​.  ​All NCAPPS webinars are recorded and archived at ​ncapps.acl.gov​. 
 

Legislative Updates 

Fairness for Seniors and People with Disabilities During COVID-19 Act: ​This ​bill, H.R. 
7830, ​ was introduced by three leaders on the Ways & Means Committee Representatives 
Danny Davis (D-IL, 7th), John Larson (D-CT, 1st), and Richard Neal (D-MA, 1st) to ​protect 
seniors, survivors, and people with disabilities from being forced to repay extra Social 
Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits they received because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, through no fault of their own. Support the bill by asking your 
representative to cosponsor it.  

PolicyEngage​ provides ​state and federal coronavirus policy updates​ at its ​Legislative 
Action Center. 

Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities​ (CCD) released its ​Telehealth Principles​. 

On the Regulatory Front 

Thanks to action by advocates, ​Oklahoma has withdrawn its application​ for a waiver to 
block grant its Medicaid expansion. Read about it here:  
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/medicaid/oklahoma-withdraws-medicaid-block-gra
nt-proposal 

 

A Deeper Look (Articles of Interest) 

“30 Years After a Landmark Disability Law​, the Fight for Access and Equality Continues” 
is the title of a ​Time​ magazine article on the ​history of the ADA​ which features the 
“Elevator Pitch” film about inaccessibility of NYC transit system: 
https://time.com/5870468/americans-with-disabilities-act-coronavirus/ 

Two New Reports from the Center for Budget Policy and Priorities​ – One on the recent 
executive actions and one on COVID-19 and its effect on poverty, housing, employment, 
nutrition and more:  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwRPpOUsFCTbrSW_tNkZuUNiXvlk6aW8_bVA9SFdcX9l0dmpOdgN4CMt9braZrDFT_z7hJ5NU-2ljYNff3FRWjwl06KJUwmuNk73hs7iYPWhSQHwqogL6y3cbk7MORHXm5fCrNNXxVknzho8YW8wO9JaomUtETtyfORDbFSJfarzbz_gvb4QB9dxCuMQx5b51ity_VHMLt_CXZ3R0DxzLV5Zge4GmBsF_EsytTexPjo=&c=Zr026vnhVDIZVPBpumTvzPJQyLYiaYuCd-QXW_HEhEUEnSRY2u8XFw==&ch=heL2iZHaVR0f7TUU9acssM15lBm6Tk8sZfv8Oe520CSmQHJcnBYMCg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gwRPpOUsFCTbrSW_tNkZuUNiXvlk6aW8_bVA9SFdcX9l0dmpOdgN4CMt9braZrDFT_z7hJ5NU-2ljYNff3FRWjwl06KJUwmuNk73hs7iYPWhSQHwqogL6y3cbk7MORHXm5fCrNNXxVknzho8YW8wO9JaomUtETtyfORDbFSJfarzbz_gvb4QB9dxCuMQx5b51ity_VHMLt_CXZ3R0DxzLV5Zge4GmBsF_EsytTexPjo=&c=Zr026vnhVDIZVPBpumTvzPJQyLYiaYuCd-QXW_HEhEUEnSRY2u8XFw==&ch=heL2iZHaVR0f7TUU9acssM15lBm6Tk8sZfv8Oe520CSmQHJcnBYMCg==
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MDUuMjUzMDA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3pvb20udXMvd2ViaW5hci9yZWdpc3Rlci9XTl85azZEaEdtSlRpR2dNUmEzSjdCV3ZBIn0.rGy4TBNpoJRd_kcnuM7iAx7DGmd_v1vH1HzcZM8qqN8/s/246729539/br/81915373653-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MDUuMjUzMDA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURNc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQTFNRGd1TWpFeU5UVTBNekVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMMjVqWVhCd2N5NWhZMnd1WjI5MkluMC52MjB0ZVhXS1hzLWxLMHg2R0ZYRkR6RTVWQk5DQmoydGtqQ2RoMEllb2tNL2JyLzc4NDE4NDQ2NzQzLWwifQ.6lQGtMmlQgjhSVV3kfcUdF3VL8CR4S8UDrTwCuo5sP8/s/246729539/br/81915373653-l
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ways-and-means-democrats-introduce-legislation-protect-seniors-and
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ways-and-means-democrats-introduce-legislation-protect-seniors-and
https://hl.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXbrLM5pgVM3N5hxm3_QfShVW67tPB74djq6_N1xVmZL3p_9rV1-WJV7CgPCJW5-979h2B0TxjW8M03tH7Y_MFvW7t2TZY60MfcTW4YclRx84TfpsN3PFbK-fWN8HW9frmFr90mgPXW1xvMW67w4KlzW56LG6b3X17N0W7Jg-Jp2Bgj10W71rSZx5vyyhPW4T7-mR3_WkLfN2CTB-Vx6cPNN8vjjT2NJP6pW3Ts1hg7Ql2tzW3ht14Q29TLM7M78M747J0J9W4PNGBz2cgc5zW2rDY4H58Kh04N5t0Mm86Z5LfW4BqX3t2WshspW45R3_m8FNrmrW8f597V2ZlSfFW16HK3J215xHlW2QCMzp7P3r5HW6D0zds220Pw-W5SM2Lc8wxl2v3mlB1
https://hl.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/tc/VXbrLM5pgVM3N5hxm3_QfShVW67tPB74djq6_N1xVmZL3p_9rV1-WJV7CgPCJW5-979h2B0TxjW8M03tH7Y_MFvW7t2TZY60MfcTW4YclRx84TfpsN3PFbK-fWN8HW9frmFr90mgPXW1xvMW67w4KlzW56LG6b3X17N0W7Jg-Jp2Bgj10W71rSZx5vyyhPW4T7-mR3_WkLfN2CTB-Vx6cPNN8vjjT2NJP6pW3Ts1hg7Ql2tzW3ht14Q29TLM7M78M747J0J9W4PNGBz2cgc5zW2rDY4H58Kh04N5t0Mm86Z5LfW4BqX3t2WshspW45R3_m8FNrmrW8f597V2ZlSfFW16HK3J215xHlW2QCMzp7P3r5HW6D0zds220Pw-W5SM2Lc8wxl2v3mlB1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=wm&ogbl#inbox/WhctKJVzcLlVDtMjbSvTGcrSdLwpJqBlfDzfndgPsmTKDcpqQtFkhnVsHBpLhwmsLhXkqWv?projector=1&messagePartId=0.1
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/medicaid/oklahoma-withdraws-medicaid-block-grant-proposal
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/medicaid/oklahoma-withdraws-medicaid-block-grant-proposal
https://time.com/5870468/americans-with-disabilities-act-coronavirus/


● https://www.cbpp.org/press/statements/greenstein-trump-covid-19-executive-act
ions-woefully-inadequate-legally-dangerous 

● https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-inequality/tracking-the-covid-19-rec
essions-effects-on-food-housing-and 

From the Center for Medicare Advocacy - CDC’s Report on Coronavirus in a Seattle 
Nursing Facility: ​What it Tells Us About Staffing Problems Nationwide; What We Must Do 
to Address Lessons Learned : 
https://medicareadvocacy.org/cma-alert-april-9-2020/?emci=0b13fb89-93dd-ea11-8b03-
00155d0394bb&emdi=7e38c8ad-a7dd-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&ceid=2346462#2 
https://medicareadvocacy.org/cma-alert-april-9-2020/?emci=0b13fb89-93dd-ea11-8b03-
00155d0394bb&emdi=7e38c8ad-a7dd-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&ceid=2346462#2 

 

Stay well, Brian  
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