CORRECTION to Announcement

Vote Announcement
Harbor Safety Committee of the San Francisco Bay Region

Subject:
HSC Vote on 06/11/2026: Letter from HSC to BCDC Regarding
Proposed Closure of Gashouse Cove Fuel Dock

Announcement:

At the June 11, 2026, Harbor Safety Committee (HSC) meeting, the
Committee will vote on whether to send the attached letter to
the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
(BCDC) . A yes vote authorizes the Committee Chair to send the
letter on behalf of the Harbor Safety Committee. Following the
vote, staff may make minor editorial, formatting, or clerical
changes, but staff will not make substantive changes to the
Committee's position, findings, requests, or recommendations.

Attachment:
Find the draft letter on the following pages.
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June 11, 2026

Executive Director Larry Goldzband

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC)
375 Beale Street, Suite 510

San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: Gashouse Cove Fuel Dock and San Francisco Bay Maritime Resiliency

Dear Executive Director Goldzband:

The Harbor Safety Committee of the San Francisco Bay Region (Committee) submits this
letter to express concerns regarding the proposed closure of the Gashouse Cove gasoline
and diesel fuel dock as part of the San Francisco Marina Improvement and Remediation
Project.

The Committee supports environmental remediation within the East Harbor.
Environmental remediation and preservation of critical maritime infrastructure can occur
at the same time. The proposed removal of the Gashouse Cove fuel dock raises significant
concerns about emergency preparedness, navigation safety, maritime resiliency, and
public access to San Francisco Bay. Materials reviewed by the Committee and discussions
with emergency responders, marina operators, Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB) staff, and maritime stakeholders support those concerns.

The San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) Marine Unit confirmed the San Francisco
Police Department (SFPD), San Francisco Fire Department (SFFD), and United States
Coast Guard (USCG) actively use the Gashouse Cove fuel dock for emergency response
operations, vessel boardings, medical evacuations, and other public safety missions
throughout San Francisco Bay. The Bay Area continues to lose publicly accessible marine
fuel facilities, particularly gasoline fueling infrastructure. Harbor Safety Committee
meeting notes, supporting materials, correspondence, public comments, and related
documents remain available for public review.

The San Francisco Bar Pilots rely on marine fuel access near the Golden Gate Bridge to
fulfill their statutory and regulatory responsibilities and maintain operational readiness.
Significant sedimentation and the lack of dredging over several decades can make the
Clipper Yacht Harbor fuel dock in Sausalito effectively unnavigable during low tides, and
the East Bay fuel facilities are too far away to support emergency response requirements
and operational needs in the Central Bay and Golden Gate Bridge area.

Project teams have conducted remediation projects in San Francisco Bay while adjacent
maritime operations remained active. During recent remediation work near SF Pier 395,
ferry operators continued service within approximately ten meters of active remediation
areas. The project demonstrated environmental remediation and maritime operations can
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safely coexist when operators implement appropriate environmental and operational
controls.

Project teams commonly use perimeter float containment systems, turbidity barriers, and
phased construction methods to maintain maritime operations during remediation
projects. During discussions with San Francisco Recreation and Park Department (SFRPD)
staff, Committee members heard two primary concerns about continuing fuel dock
operations during remediation: crowding within the work area and increased project costs.
SFRPD also included approximately $25 million in its estimate for dredging a 145-foot-wide
access channel to the fuel dock, even though the fuel dock currently operates without
dredging and has remained functional for 38 years.

SFRPD did not establish to the Committee's satisfaction that continued operation of the
fuel dock during remediation would be technically infeasible, even though remediation
activities would occur approximately 167 meters from the fuel dock. Information reviewed
by the Committee, including discussions with RWQCB staff, indicates SFRPD could keep
the existing fuel dock operational during remediation while still meeting environmental
protection requirements.

The Committee requests BCDC exercise its oversight authority over waterfront
redevelopment, marina modifications, changes to water-dependent uses, and Bay Plan
policies by rejecting the San Francisco Marina plans in their current form. The current
proposal does not preserve essential maritime infrastructure and public trust maritime
uses, including marine fuel access, continued operation of the only public boat lift in San
Francisco, continued operation of the only touch-and-go dock in northern San Francisco,
blue-collar boating access, and dedicated areas supporting maritime safety training and
youth maritime education.

The Committee also requests BCDC carefully evaluate the maritime safety and resiliency
impacts associated with permanently removing the Gashouse Cove fuel dock. The
evaluation should determine whether continued operation during portions of the
remediation process, or preservation of equivalent centrally located fuel access, would
better support the Bay's public trust and maritime uses.

The Committee requests a written response before the next regularly scheduled
Committee meeting on July 9, 2026, so Committee members can include BCDC's
response and perspective in their continuing review and discussion of this matter.
Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederick Scott Humphrey
Chairman, Harbor Safety Committee of the San Francisco Bay Region



