


President’s
Corner...

TO BE PRESIDENT of an organization as
committed as SMCDCME is a privilege. I am constantly
impressed by the ideas and the wisdom resident in our
membership. While we are a small group, we certainly
have talent in our midst. To all of you who have
communicated ideas, either by telephone or in writing,
thanks! Please keep it up, not only to keep me on the
“straight and narrow,” but to assist the Society’s
development during these important times.

It was good to hear that Nancy Bennett is now back
at Harvard, after a good year in Europe, and is again
serving as our Northeastern regional representative. Said
Nancy in her letter: “From the notes I have received it
certainly appears that the pace does not slow.” She is
correct; it may be summer, but apparently very few
people have abdicated. The level of work going on for the
Society is simply incredible. We’ll soon be together again
in Washington, D.C., and should hear of developments
and progress on many fronts.

Secretary-Treasurer Bob Cullen has distributed the
program for the Fall Meeting. Be sure to look in that
mailing for copies of the RFP for Professional
Management of the Society. The membership asked that
they be given the first opportunity to review this, in the
hopeful event there are medical schools who might wish
to submit a bid. I believe that a school with the capacity
and the resources would be a natural place to house the
Society’s administrative offices at this point in time.
Please read the outline of required services carefully, and
if interested, return your proposal to Bob Cullen. If you
have thoughts on areas that are not included, give any of
the Executive Committee members a call.

I hope you have read the Sounding Board article
entitled “A Matter of Influence” by Steve Goldfinger in
the May 28 issue of the New England Journal of
Medicine. It contains much food for thought in its two
pages. We owe abounding thanks to industry—pharma-
ceutical and other fields as well—for without industry
support of our programs, there would be far less
continuing medical education. Unfortunately, as a group,
we still do not enjoy solid funding from our medical
schools. A few have recently done better but often only
when their academic medical center, in considering its
referral and marketing needs, decides that CME can be
of help! I agree with Steve that “the time has surely come
for us to develop a set of guidelines for our participation,
as faculty and as audience, in continuing medical
education programs funded by industry.” This is one of

the purposes of our Committee on Cooperation with
Industry which is well on its way in a discussion of these
issues (see page 6). (

Unfortunately, Dr. Goldfinger is right when he states:
“The most acceptable kind of educational backing is the
least available: donations to providers of CME that are
unrestricted with respect to program topics, speakers, or
the backgrounds of the invited registrants.” In my
experience, the number of companies with which this is
now possible remain all too few.

We recently sought support for a program that
seemed exciting to us and to representatives of a
company. The program was planned totally with regard
to the needs of the participants and the content of the
over-all program. We proceeded, based on the glowing
initial review. Then the bad news came: The amount of
support would be related to the number of speakers
specifically known to the officials of that company. It
was disconcerting to learn that the marketing depart-
ment was controlling the final decision of the company’s
allocation of dollars for CME. Lest you think I’ve had
my head in the sand, I realize that we have an obligation
to work cooperatively, and we trust our Committee on
Cooperation with Industry will arrive at a win-win
situation. However, we must not forget that the
Essentials were developed over time with our input, and
they are not only basic but vital guidelines. Take time to
pull the references to Steve’s article, because they have
some important relevance to the situation we deal with
in this country.

P

Finally, since this is my last opportunity to comment
before we meet in Washington, I was interested to read
Memorandum 87-17, dated April 10, 1987, from the
Association of American Medical Colleges, whose
hospitality and arrangements we are about to share.

In October 1986, the AAMC mailed a constituent
survey to 1,711 of its members, “to solicit their views on
the Association’s organization and structure, the services
provided to members, and priorities for the future.”
Admittedly, I did not see the original questionnaire, but I
was amazed that in the resulting report (and I have read
it three times) CME was not mentioned once in any of
the major areas. It did not appear in the list of priorities
for the future, nor among the “most serious problems
facing medical education.” Perhaps the item “Preparing
MD’s for the Future” could be construed as implying a
role for CME, but it certainly is not clear. My
inescapable conclusion: We have some homework to do!
Are we not representing our CME case very well to our
deans, faculty, hospital and university officials, and
practicing physicians? We must quickly consider what
actions can and should be taken. (

Here’s hoping the summer has been a good season for
all of you and that there were a few days of relaxation in
the midst of lots of hard work! I'm looking forward to
seeing you on November 8.

Dennis K. Wentz, M.D..
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