


President’s
Corner...

THE TWELFTH meeting of the SMCDCME has
become a part of history. For the nearly one hundred
people who were in Clearwater, it was a memorable time
of learning, renewal, and camaraderie.

This year our Annual Meeting was hosted by Pierre
“Pete” Bouis of the University of South Florida College
of Medicine. Special thanks are due te him and the USF-
CME staff, especially Cheryl Beckler, for coping with
every eventuality while scheduling dozens of committee,
subcommittee and task force meetings.

Our thanks also go to those who presented research
papers (see page 4), to the leaders of the well-attended
workshops, and to everyone who participated in the
conference, as well as the CME Retreat moderated by
Carol Malone on Tuesday morning, May 5.

Outstanding talks included the keynote address by
Phil Manning, founding president of the Society, plus a
thoughtful challenge, phrased as three hypotheses, by
Cyril Houle of the Kellogg Foundation. In recognition of
his many contributions to adult education over a
lifetime, Dr. Houle was presented with an Honorary Life
Membership in the Society.

AMONG many highlights of the meeting was the
Twentieth Anniversary Reminiscence of the CME
Retreat, which was begun twenty years ago by Jesse
Rising of the University of Kansas. Although Jess could
not be present, and was greatly missed, Gail Bank and
Dick Reimer located a tape from a previous retreat. This,
together with photographs from that first retreat in the
spring of 1967, provided a bit of nostalgia for many.
Other features of the meeting are being covered
elsewhere in this issue.

It was wonderful to have seven of the nine Past
Presidents of the Society present: Phil Manning, Gail
Bank, Richard Caplan, George Race, Gerald Escovitz,
Oscar Thorup and J.S. “Dutch” Reinschmidt. Through
their leadership and that of others over the years,
SMCDCME has achieved not only an identity, but a
sense of clear purpose and direction.

Committee Activity. Even though the formal sessions
didn’t begin until Sunday, May 3, committees began
meeting on Friday. And as usual, your Executive
Committee met for hours to deal with the business of the
Society.

The Membership Committee headed by Jack Mason
organized the first New Member Orientation Luncheon
to introduce newcomers to each other and to the Society
leadership. We will continue to pay attention to the

needs of new members. Accordingly, Ruth Feryok and
Grace Wagner are developing a basic workshop to be a
part of the 1988 meeting.

To provide insights for the Society’s future, a new
Committee on Strategic Planning has been appointed.
Chaired by President-elect Dale Dauphinee, this com-
mittee will review many of the ideas suggested by the
former Future Directions Task Force and, after thorough
evaluation, will recommend action to the Executive
Committee.

SMCDCME Administration. As the Society
continues to expand its activities, serious thought has
been devoted to the need for a permanent headquarters
with professional management to maintain continuity
from year to year. To this end, the drafting of a Request
for Proposals (RFP) has been undertaken. The first draft
was reviewed in Clearwater, and after further refinement
and approval by the Executive Committee, it will be
available on request for any institution interested in
providing administrative services on an on-going basis.

Contributing to this process, a special Task Force
met for a full day and began the compilation of a Policies
and Procedures Handbook that will be helpful to future
administrations, officers and committee chairmen.

Good News and Bad News. There was good news in
the fact that Mobius will continue to live, but we still
won’t have a new logo design for awhile. The proposal
presented by the Logo Task Force was turned down, and
the issue was tabled until brave souls again emerge!

Dues Increase Voted Unanimously. This was the
year in which the budget finally exceeded projected
revenue. Therefore the Executive Committee, after great
deliberation, approved the recommendation of the
Finance Committee to seek a dues increase. The proposal
was for $175 dues for voting members and $100 for
associate members. Then, to everyone’s surprise, there
was a motion from the floor which exceeded the timid
recommendation of the Executive Committee. The
motion was to establish dues for voting members at $200,
with dues for associate and continuing members at $100.
The motion passed without a single dissenting vote!
Current members will not be billed until next spring for
the year beginning July 1, 1988.

And so the meeting drew to an end, but not until we
heard challenging and provocative comments from
Retiring President Harold Paul. His “analysis and
prescription” was candid and thoughtful. Basing his
address on a recently translated Grimm’s fairy tale, he
made an eloquent plea to the Society to continue to plan
with bold vision and imagination, but also to match
those plans with adequate resources for accomplishing
our goals. For his leadership, Dr. Paul received a
standing ovation from the membership.

As your president, I'll try to follow in Dr. Paul’s
footsteps and those of his distinguished predecessors.
Please send me your comments about any issue you wish
the Society to address, and let us know your needs. Until
our next issue in October. ..

Dennis K. Wentz, M.D.
President
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