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“Always go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won’t come to yours.”

—YogiBerra

“[IIn 2001 decedent took his original copy of the 1997 will, urinated on it and
then burned it. We hesitate to speculate how he accomplished the second act
after the first. In any event, decedent’s actions lead to the compelling conclusion
he intended to revoke the 1997 will.”

— Estate of Stoker, 193 Cal. App. 4th 236 (Cal. 2011)
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THE BASICS OF
NEW MEXICO PROBATE ESTATE ADMINISTRATIONS
(Select Sections under the New Mexico Uniform Probate Code)

Introduction

“Statutory Protection, Your Gut Reaction (Something is Just Not Right), Notice,
Notice, Notice & the Beauty of Prior Approval from Underwriting Counsel”

Persons Dealing with Personal Representatives; Protection
(Sections 45-3-714, N.M.S.A_, 1978)

A. A person who in good faith assists a personal representative or deals with him
for value is protected as if the personal representative properly exercised his power.
The fact that a person knowingly deals with a personal representative does not alone
require the person to inquire into the existence of a power or propriety of its exercise.
Except for restrictions on powers of supervised personal representatives which are
endorsed on letters as provided in Section 3-504 [45-3-504 NMSA 1978], no provision in
any will or order of court purporting to limit the power of a personal representative is
effective except as to persons with actual knowledge thereof. A person is not bound to
see to the proper application of estate assets paid or delivered to a personal
representative. The protection expressed in this section extends to instances in which
some procedural irregularity or jurisdictional defect occurred in proceedings leading to
the issuance of letters, including a case in which the alleged decedent is found to be
alive.

B. The protection expressed in this section in [is] not by substitution for that
provided by comparable provisions of the laws relating to commercial transactions and
laws simplifying transfers of securities by fiduciaries.

Definitions and Distinctions
Testate vs. Intestate
1. Testate (with Will) (Formal or Informal)

Petition [and Order] for Formal Probate of Will and Formal
Appointment of Personal Representative (Formal)
Application [and Order] for Informal Probate of Will and Informal
Appointment of Personal Representative (Informal)
Time Limits
(Section 45-3-108, N.M.S.A., 1978)
- within 3 years of date of death

- more than 3 years after date of death (Muniment of Title only)



2. Intestate (without Will) (Formal)

Petition [and Order] for Adjudication of Intestacy, Determination of

Heirship [and Appointment of Personal Representative] (Formal)

Intestate Succession

(Sections 45-2-102 & 45-2-103, N.M.S.A., 1978)
Formal Appointment vs. Informal Appointment
1. Formal

1% Petition, 2" - Notice, 3™ - Hearing, &™ - Appointment of P.R., 5" -Notice
2. Informal

1% - Application, 2" - Appointment of P.R. (No Hearing), 3 - Notice
Supervised Administration vs. Unsupervised Administration
Wills executed with Statutory Formalities vs. Holographic (Handwritten) Wills
District Courts vs. Probate Courts
Creditor Claims - Limitations on the Presentation of Claims
All claims against a Decedent’s Estate are barred unless presented within the earlier of :

1. one year after the Decedent’s death; or,

2. the time provided for creditors who are given actval notice and the time
provided for all creditors barred by publication

(Section 45-3-803, N.M.S.A,, 1978)
Notice to Creditors

Publication — once a week for three (3) successive weeks

Claim must be presented within four (4) months after the date of the first
publication of the Notice

(Section 45-3-801, N.M.S.A., 1978)



V.

Ancillary Probate Proceedings

1. Proof of Authority/ Statement of Foreign Domiciliary Personal Representative
(Bond) Filing (No Order/No Letters of Testamentary)

2. Formal Ancillary Proceeding (Yes Order/Yes Letters of Testamentary)

3. Domiciliary Foreign Personal Representatives
(Sections 45-4-204 & 45-4-205, N.M.S.A., 1978)

Summary Proceedings
1. Homestead Affidavits
(Section 45-3-1205, N.M.S.A,, 1978)
Always Get Underwriter Approval
2. Affidavits of Heirship
(No Specific Statutory Authority / Section 45-3-901, N.M.S.A., 1978)
Always Get Underwriter Approval

Conveyance Documents (from Estates/Personal Representatives)

Personal Representatives and Special Administrators

Bonds
(Sections 45-3-603 through 45-3-606, N.M.S.A,, 1978)

Evidence of Authority (Letters of Testamentary (Yes Will) / Letters of Administration) (No will)

Priority among Persons seeking Appointment as Personal Representative
(Section 45-3-203, N.M.S.A., 1978)

Powers and Authorized Transactions
(Sections 45-3-711 & 45-3-715, N.M.S5.A., 1978)

Conflicts of Interest (P.R., P.R.’s Spouse, Agent or Attorney, etc.)
(Section 45-3-713, N.M.S.A., 1978)

Co-Personal Representatives (when Joint Action Required)
(Sections 45-3-717, N.M.S.A,, 1978)

Recommended Process of Evaluation



VI.

VII.

Resources
District Court Clerk/Probate Court Clerk

State Court Web Site (https://caselookup.nmcourts.qov/caselookup/)

Estate’s Personal Representative/Estate’s Attorney

Suggested Requirements
Securing Necessary Documentation/Evidence of Authority

Dealing with Possible Estate Taxes (“Silent” Estate Tax Liens)

Select Non-Probate Conveyance - Transfer on Death Deeds
(Sections 45-6-401, N.M.S.A., 1978)

4 topics of interest:
i.
A transfer on death deed does not require:

A. notice or delivery to or acceptance by the designated beneficiary during the
transferor’s life; or

B. consideration.

ii.
If a transferor is a joint owner and is:
A. survived by one or more other joint owners, the property that is the subject

of a transfer on death deed belongs to the surviving joint owner or owners with
right or survivorship; or

B. the last surviving joint owner, the transfer on death deed is effective.
iii.

By statute, “a transfer on death deed transfers property without covenant or
warranty of title even if the deed contains a contrary provision.”

iv.
If it is less than 1 year since the Date of Death - an Indemnification may be required

Always Get Underwriter Approval



Sample Requirements

SCHEDULE B - SECTION |
REQUIREMENTS

1.
2.
3.
4.
a.
b.

[SECURING PROBATE DOCUMENTATION - IF TYPE OF ESTATE UNKNOWN]

d. Provide Company with probate documentation from the Estate of
[Decedent], Deceased.

NOTE: Company reserves the right to add additional requirements and/or
exceptions to this Commitment upon review of the above-referenced
probate documentation.

[SECURING PROBATE DOCUMENTATION - IF TESTATE (YES WILL) ESTATE]

d. Provide Company with probate documentation from the Estate of
[Decedent], Deceased, including, without limitation, copies of the Last Will
and Testament, the Order Appointing Personal Representative, and the
Letters of Testamentary.

NOTE: Company reserves the right to add additional requirements and/or
exceptions to this Commitment upon review of the above-referenced
probate documentation.

e. Record duly executed Deed of Personal Representative from the Estate of

[Decedent], Deceased, to [Proposed Insured - marital status required].



[SECURING PROBATE DOCUMENTATION - IF INTESTATE (NO WILL) ESTATE]

d. Provide Company with probate documentation from the Estate of
[Decedent], Deceased, including, without limitation, copies of the Order
Adjudicating Intestacy and Determining Heirship (if any), the Order
Appointing Personal Representative, and the Letters of Administration.

NOTE: Company reserves the right to add additional requirements and/or
exceptions to this Commitment upon review of the above-referenced
probate documentation.

e. Record duly executed Deed of Personal Representative from the Estate of

[Decedent], Deceased, to [Proposed Insured - marital status required]. (Ifa
Personal Representative has been appointed).

e. Record duly executed Quitclaim Deeds from each and every heir identified
in the Order Adjudicating Intestacy and Determining Heirship to [Proposed

Insured - marital status required]. (If NO Personal Representative has been
appointed).

[VERIFYING NO SILENT ESTATE TAX LIENS]

f. Provide Company with satisfactory written evidence that no Estate Taxes
(either Federal or State) are due from the Estate of [Decedent], Deceased.

NOTE: Company reserves the right to add additional requirements and/or
exceptions to this Commitment upon review of the above-referenced
written evidence.

[The Title Agent should create a comfort level that (i) the estate taxes have been paid, (i) the estate taxes
will be paid, or iii) no estate taxes are due - Possible approaches include - but are not limited to - reviewing
an Estate Inventory (?), securing a Letter from the Estate’s Attorney (?), andfor securing a Letter from the
Estate’s Personal Representative (?), etc. — Always secure Underwriter Assistance/ Approval.

FYI - The Estate Exemption Equivalent for the year 2025 (the threshold point at which there may be
an estate tax due) = $13.99 Million (This figure has been changing over time)]



CHECKLIST
(New Mexico Probate Estates)

Testate Proceedings (YES - There is a Will)

Review Docket Sheet (https://caselookup.nmcourts.gov/caselookup/)

Are there any claims against the Estate?
Are there any disputes by and/or against Devisees/Heirs?
Is the Estate still open or has the Estate been closed?

Review Probate Documents

Order [Admitting Will to Probate and Appointing Personal Representative]
Letters of Testamentary
Last Will and Testament

Was a Bond Required (and Posted)?

Any Limitations on P.R.’s Authority in Order?

Any Limitations on P.R.’s Authority in Letters of Testamentary?

Is the P.R. in a Conflict Situation (i.e., conveying/selling/encumbering to/for
Self, his/her Spouse, Agent, Attorney, etc.)?

Are the insured premises specifically identified and bequeathed/givento a
specific devisee? If so, was that devisee noticed in the probate proceeding
and/or should an additional quitclaim deed be required? Contact Underwriter

Counsel.

n. Intestate Proceedings (NO - There is no Will)

Review Docket Sheet (https://caselookup.nmcourts.gov/caselookup/)

Are there any claims against the Estate?
Are there any disputes by and/or against Heirs?
Is the Estate still open or has the Estate been closed?



i Intestate Proceedings (NO - There is no Will)
(Continued)

Review Probate Documents

Order [Adjudicating Intestacy, Determining Heirship and Appointing
Personal Representative)

[If a Personal Representative has been Appointed]

Was a Bond Required (and Posted)?

Any Limitations on P.R.’s Authority in Order?

Any Limitations on P.R.’s Authority in Letters of Administration?

Is the P.R. in a Conflict Situation (i.e., conveying/selling/fencumbering to/for
Self, hisfher Spouse, Agent, Attorney, etc.)?

[If no Personal Representative has been Appointed]
Who are the Heirs/From Whom are Quitclaim Deeds Required?

. Ancillary Probate Proceedings
(Original Probate Proceeding in another State)

Review Docket Sheet (https://caselookup.nmcourts.gov/caselookup/)

Are there any claims against the Estate?
Are there any disputes by and/or against Devisees/Heirs?

Review Probate Documents

Proof of Authority (Statement of Domiciliary Foreign Personal Representative)
No Hearing
No Order Required
No Letters of Testamentary/Administration

Powers/Authority pursuant to Section 45-4-205, N.M.S.A,, 1978



Homestead Affidavit (No Probate Proceeding)
(Testate or Intestate)

Review Docket Sheet (https://caselookup.nmcourts.qgov/caselookup/)

Review Affidavit

Does Affidavit comply with the terms of Section 45-3-1205 of the [New Mexico]
Uniform Probate Code (Sec. 45-3-1205, N.M.S.A,, 1978)?

ALL OF THE STATUTORY ELEMENTS MUST BE PRESENT

Have six (6) months elapsed since date of death (as shown on certified
copy of death certificate)?

Were Affiant (Surviving Spouse) and Decedent married on date of Death?

Did Affiant (Surviving Spouse) and Decedent own Insured Premises as
community property?

Were Insured Premises the Principal Residence of either Decedent or
Affiant (Surviving Spouse)?

Is there a copy of the vesting deed (with a legal description) attached to
the Affidavit?

Does Affiant represent that “But for the Homestead, Decedent’s Estate
need not be subject to any judicial probate proceeding either in District
Court or Probate Court"?

Has an application or petition for the appointment of a personal
representative or for the admittance of a Will to probate been granted (or
pending) in any jurisdiction?

Does Affiant represent that “All funeral expenses, expenses of last illness
and all unsecured debts of Decedent have been paid”?

Is Affiant (Surviving Spouse) entitled to title to the Homestead by
intestate succession or by devise under a valid last will and testament of
Decedent (the original of which is attached to the Affidavit)?

Is there any other person who has a right to Decedent’s interest in the
Insured Premises?

Are there any Federal or State taxes due on Decedent’s Estate?

Is the value of the Insured Premises (for current County property taxation
purposes) five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00), or less? [Please
note that if the Decedent (who was vested in title) died prior to January 1,
2012, the value of the Insured Premises (for current County property
taxation purposes) would need to have been one hundred thousand
dollars ($100,000.00), or less).

Always Get Underwriter Approval



[Examples]

TESTATE PROCEEDING
(Informal Opening/Appointment Documentation)

Application for Informal Probate of Will and for Informal Appointment of
Personal Representative

Order for Informal Probate of Will and Informal Appointment of Personal
Representative

Letters of Testamentary

Notice of Informal Probate of Will and Informal Appointment of Personal
Representative



FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
THERESA GARNEY, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2025-000xx

APPLICATION FOR INFORMAL PROBATE OF‘WILL AND
FOR INFORMAL. APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL, REPRESM !A! IVE

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

: \3. Decedent was pred

The names and,addresses of= fthe sole devisee, children and heirs of Decedent, so far as are known or

ascertainable wi'th‘reasongli)t_l,e diligence by Applicant, are:

S Relationship
Name: ' Address: to Decedent:
Lisa McCormack, 2385 North Tuston Street Sole Devisee
Trustee of the Theresa Santa Fe, NM 87506;
Garney 2003 Trust, under
an agreement, dated July 28, 2013
Lisa McCormack 2385 North Tuston Street Daughter/Heir

Santa Fe, NM 87506;

Application - Page No. |

Age (if
a minor);

N/A

N/A



John McCormack 105 E. 74t Street, Apt. 4D Son/Heir N/A
New York, NY 10033; and,

Thomas H. McCormack 85 Duke Road Son/Heir N/A
Desert Flat i
London W8 England.
4. Applicant has no knowledge of the appointment of a personal representatlve of Decedent’s

Estate in New Mexico, or elsewhere.

Decedent’s last will and testament

9. No chlld or chlldrent : Te bom to or adopted by Decedent after the date of the Will.

10." The tlme for mformal :probate of the Will and for informal appointment of a personal
representative has not expu:ed because three (3) years or less have passed since Decedent’s death.
11. ‘Lisa McCorm_ack is nominated in the Will as the personal representative, to serve without

bond, is qualiﬁed (and not d@ecjﬁaliﬁed) to serve as a personal representative of Decedent’s Estate, and is,

therefore, entitled ‘tohé appointed Personal Representative. The priority of Applicant to be the Personal
Representative is deﬁned by Section 45-3-203 (A) (1) of the [New Mexico] Uniform Probate Code (Sec. 45-3-
203 (A) (1), N.M.S.A., 1978). There is no other person with greater priority to be the Personal Representative

of the Decedent’s Estate.

WHEREFORE, Applicant requests that:

A The Last Will and Testament of Theresa Garney, executed July 28, 2013, be informally

Application - Page No. 2



admitted to probate;

B. Lisa McCormack be informally appointed as Personal Representative of the Estate of
THERESA GARNEY, Deceased, to serve without bond in an unsupervised administration;

C. Letters Testamentary be issued to Lisa McCormack upon her qualification and acceptance;

and,

D. All other orders be entered as the Court may deem approbriate.

Application - Page No. 3



VERIFICATION

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )

)
COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

Lisa McCormack, upon her oath, states that all of the representa ons in the foregomgApphcatwn

are true as far as Applicant knows or is informed, and that such Applzcatzon is true, accurate and complete to

the best of Applicant’s knowledge and belief.

* (Notary’s Signature)

- (Notary’s Printed Name)

Notary Public in and for the
State of New Mexico

My Commission Expires:

THE CULLEN LAW FIRM, P.C.
Attorneys for Applicant

P.O. Box 1575

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-1575
(505) 988-7114 (office)

(505) 995-8694 (facsimile)
lawfirm@cullen.cc

Application - Page No. 4



FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
THERESA GARNEY, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2025-000xx

INFO

,,,,,,,,

This matter having come before the Court upon the apphcatlon of Lisa McCornimck (1) for the

informal probate of the last will and testament of THERESA GARN EY ’Deceased and (u)vfor the informal

appointment of Applicant as the Personal Representa e of the Estate of THERESA ARN EY, Deceased,

and the Court having considered the Apphcatwn th Court {FINDS

1. The Application for Inf Kl l Probate of W'll and for Informal Appointment of Personal

4.

subject matter is proper. |

5. | On the bas1s of the statements in the Application, venue is proper because Decedent
THERESA GARN EY?éia;)micile at the time of her death was in Santa Fe County, New Mexico.

6. An original, duly executed and apparently unrevoked Last Will and Testament of Theresa
Garney, executed on July 28, 2013 (hereinafter referred to as the “Will”), is in the possession of this Court.
Therefore, the Will to which this requested appointment relates will be informally probated upon the entry of

this Order.

Order - Page No. !



7. Any notice required by the laws of the State of New Mexico has been given.

8. It appears from the Application that the time limit for original probate has not expired.

9. From the statements in the Application, the person whose appointment is sought (a) is
nominated in the Will as the personal representative, without bond, (b) is not disqualified to act as a personal

representative of said Estate, and (c) has priority to said appointment.

10. The Application indicates that a personal representative has not beenééb‘ﬂbinted inthisorany

other county within the State of New Mexico - with regard to thls Estate

11. At least 120 hours have elapsed since Decedent THERESA GARNEY’s d
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED as follo

A, The Application is hereby granted _

B. The Last Will and Tes‘ o ent of Theresa Gamey, executed onJuly 28, 2013 (endorsed March

10, 2025), is hereby 1nformally admitted to probate,

‘ D Letters Testamentarynshall be issued to Lisa McCormack, upon qualification and

L

acceptance.

DISTRICT JUDGE

Order - Page No. 2
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(505) 995-8694 (facs
lawfirm@cullen.cc

By:

Christopher Cullen, Esquire

Page No. 3
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FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
THERESA GARNEY, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2025-000xX

LETTERS OF TESTAMENTARY

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT

By:

DEPUTY CLERK



FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
THERESA GARNEY, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2925-000xx

NOTICE OF INFORMAL PROBATE OF WILL AND
INFORMAL APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REP] {SENTAT:

TO THE SOLE DEVISEE AND THE HEIRS OF THERESA GARNEY, DECEASED

4. Letters of Testamentary were 1ssued to Lisa McCormack on May 22, 2025.
5. Lisa McCormack has not filed a bond.
6. The Personal Representatlve is charged by the Court to administer the above-styled and numbered

Estate pursuant to the;prowsxons of the [New Mexico] Uniform Probate Code (Section 45-1-101, et. seq., N.M.S.A.,
1978) without superviston of the Court. You are entitled to information regarding the administration of the Estate
from the Personal Representative. Papers relating to the above-numbered and styled Estate are on file with the First
Judicial District Court Clerk, Santa Fe County, Santa Fe, New Mexico (225 Montezuma Avenue, Santa Fe, New
Mexico, 87501), and are available for your inspection. In addition, you can petition the Court in any matter relating to

the Estate, including without limitation, distribution of assets and the expenses of administration.



Attorneys for Personal Representative

THE CULLEN LAW FIRM, P.C.
P.0. Box 1575
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May 22, 2025

DATED




[Examples]

INTESTATE PROCEEDING
(Formal Opening/Appointment Documentation)

Petition for Formal Adjudication of Intestacy, for Formal Determination of
Heirship, and for Formal Appointment of Personal Representative

Order of Intestacy, Formal Determination of Heirship, Formal
Determination of the Heirs' Respective Share of the Net Intestate

Estate, and Formal Appointment of Personal Representative

Letters of Administration



FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JENNIFER HINOJOSA, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2Q25-oooxx

PETITION FOR FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY
FOR FORMAL DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP, AND

Litiig

so far as known or ascertamable w1th reasonable diligence by Petitioner, were/are:

NAME: N ADDmsz RELATIONSHIP AGE:
SR TO DECEDENT: (if a Minor)

Theresa Valencia 29 County Road 64C Sister N/A
Santa Fe, NM 87506;

Chris Gomez 1777 Calle Cullen Brother N/A
Colorado Springs, CO 80926; and,

Brian Gomez (the Decedent’s Brother) pre-deceased the Decedent - At the time of the Decedent’s death and 120
Hours thereafter, Brian Gomez was survived by the following descendants (two (2) living children):

Petition - Page No. 1



William Gomez, Jr. 3333 S. Senia Street Nephew N/A
Denver, CO 80231; and,

Mary Frances Eastham P.O. Box 1575 Niece N/A
Santa Fe, NM 87504.

Brian Gomez was not pre-deceased by any children;

The Decedent died intestate and left no devisee(s).

Harvey is filed herew1th

6. Petitioner has ‘lilot recewed a demand for notice and is not aware of any demand for notice of any
probate or appomtment proceedmgs concermng the Decedent filed in New Mexico or elsewhere.

7. The Decedent executed a Last Will and Testament [of Ramon Hinojosa and Jennifer Hinojosal],
dated August 05, 1974 A eepy of said Last Will and Testament (recorded on August 06, 1974, in Book xxx, Page xoox,
in the records of Santa Fe County New Mexico) is attached hereto as Attachment “1” and incorporated herein for all

purposes. By its terms, said Last Will and Testament does not dispose of the Decedent’s Estate - since the Decedent

survived her late husband, Ramon Hinojosa (It appears as if this Last Will and Testament was drafted/designed to

address the disposition of said couple’s marital estate only upon the death of the first of either Ramon Hinojosa or

Jennifer Hinojosa).

Petition - Page No. 2



8. After the exercise of reasonable diligence, Petitioner is unaware of any unrevoked testamentary
instrument for the Decedent relating to property having a situs in New Mexico under the laws of New Mexico.
9. The time limit for commencement of a formal intestacy proceeding for the Decedent has not expired

because three (3) years or less have passed since the Decedent’s death.

10. Petitioner requests a formal order that the Decedent died mt te based upon a specific judicial

finding that the Decedent left no last will and testament that disposes of the ‘ edent’s Estate and a formal order

determining the heir(s) of the Decedent.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that:

A. The Court fix a time and place of hearmg :on thls Pentzon, .

B.

Decedent’s Estate;
D. After notice and heamng, the Court enter a Judlclal order determining the heir(s) of the Decedent;
E. After notice and heanng, the Court enter a Judlclal order formally defining the Decedent’s heirs’

respective share(s) of the Decedent ‘s net mtestate estate by applymg the terms of Sections 45-2-103 and 45-2-106 of
the [New Mexico] Umform Probate Code (Sec 45-2-103 & Sec. 45-2-106, N.M.S.A., 1978) (the intestate succession
sections) (at the time of the Decedent s death and 120 hours thereafter);

F. After notice and hearmg, the Court enter a judicial order formally appointing Petitioner personal

representative of the Estate o:f,g,JENNIFER HINOJOSA, Deceased, without bond, in an unsupervised

administration;
G. Letters o_fAdmzmstranon be issued to Petitioner; and,
H. The Court enter all other orders which it deems appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Frances Eastham, Petitioner

Petition - Page No. 3



VERIFICATION

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )

)
COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

Mary Frances Eastham, upon her oath, states that all of the representa i th{e fbregoing Petition are
true as far as Petitioner knows or is informed, and that such Petmon is true, accurate’

Petitioner’s knowledge and belief.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 10% ddy of March, 2025.

thary’sléizgnature)

(No ary’s Printed Name)

; éI}_Iptary Public in and for the
.. State of New Mexico

My Commission Expires:

THE CULLEN LAW FIRM, P.C.
Attorneys for Petitioner '
P.O. Box 1575

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504
(505) 988-7114 (office)

(505) 995-8694 (facsimile)
lawfirm@cullen.cc

Petition - Page No. 4
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Attachment “1”

(A copy of the Last Will and Testament [of Ramon H
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FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JENNIFER HINOJOSA, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2E025-000xx

te ;x

ORDER OF INTESTACY, FORMAL DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP
FORMAL DETERMINATION OF THE HEIRS" ;.
RESPECTIVE SHARE OF THE NET INTESTATE ESTATE,

AND FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

evidence in support of the Petition, as we

follows:

4.
5.
New Mexico.

6.

7.

8. Decedent executed a Last Will and Testament [of Ramon Hinojosa and Jennifer Hinojosa], dated

August 05, 1974. A copy of said Last Will and Testament (recorded on August 06, 1974, in Book xxx, Page xxxx, in the
records of Santa Fe County New Mexico) is filed in the above-styled and numbered proceeding. By its terms, said Last
Will and Testament does not dispose of Decedent’s Estate - since Decedent survived her late husband, Ramon

Hinojosa (It appears as if this Last Will and Testament was drafted/designed to address the disposition of said
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couple’s marital estate only upon the death of the first of either Ramon Hinojosa or Jennifer Hinojosa). Accordingly,
Decedent died intestate because she left no Will that disposed of her Estate.
9. Petitioner is unaware of: (a) any facts that could result in Decedent being a parent of a child of

assisted reproduction who could be conceived after Decedent’s death (as contemplated by Section 45-2-120 (K) of

the [New Mexico] Uniform Probate Code (Sec. 45-2-120 (K), N.M.S.A., 1978); (b)‘ any facts that could result in

Decedent being a parent of a gestational child who could be conceived after D c edent S death (as contemplated by

(i

Section 45-2-121 (H) of the [New Mexico] Uniform Probate Code (Sec. 45-2-121 (H); N M?S.A 1978).

10. The names and addresses of Decedent’s heirs (at the tlme of Decedents death and: 120 hours

RELATIONSHIP SHARE OF
7O DECEDENT: NET ESTATE:

Theresa Valencia Sister 1/3
Chris Gomez i 777, Cal]e Cu]len 1 Brother 1/3
o Colorado Sprmgs
William Gomez, Jr. ,15. 13333 S. Sem_a Street Nephew 1/6
o CO:80231; and,
Mary Frances Eéétham | .P.0.Box 1575 Niece 1/6
ERN ‘Santa Fe, NM 87504.
11 No :pe_tfspn_éii representative of Decedent has been appointed in New Mexico or elsewhere.
12. Petitioner is an interested person as defined by the laws of the State of New Mexico and seeks

appointment as personal representative of Decedent’s Estate. Petitioner is qualified (and not disqualified) to serve
as personal representative of Decedent’s Estate and has priority entitling Petitioner to the appointment. The priority
of Petitioner to be a personal representative is defined by Section 45-3-203 (C) of the [New Mexico] Uniform Probate

Code (Sec. 45-3-203 (C), N.M.S.A., 1978) - William Harvey, (a) Decedent’s brother, (b) the person
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nominated/appointed to serve as personal representative in the Last Will and Testament [of Ramon Hinojosa and
Jennifer Hinojosa], dated August 05, 1974 (said Last Will and Testament is more particularly described in paragraph

8 above), and (c) the person with the highest priority to be appointed personal representative of Decedent’s Estate,

has renounced, in writing, his right to seek said appointment (pursuant to Section 45-3-203 (C), N.M.S.A., 1978), and,

has nominated, in writing, Petitioner as personal representative of Decedent’s Est: ite fpursuant to Section 45-3-203

(C), N.M.S.A. (2014 Repl.)). The original Renunciation and Nomination exec ted by William Harvey is filed in the

above styled and numbered proceeding.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJ UDGED AND DECREED as follows:

A Decedent died intestate because she le Eno ‘will that dlsp‘ o8 ( of her Estate,

B. The names and addresses of the helrs of Decedent (at ‘l:he time ofDe ’s death and 120 hours

thereafter) are set forth in paragraph g above. There_ re no minor:heirs of Deceden. :

C. The respective share(s) in Decedent’é he uitestaté :éétgte of each of Decedent’s heirs (said heirs

having been defined/identified by paragrap B above) are t forthii pa;ééi‘aph 9 above;

acceptance.

DISTRICT JUDGE
Submltted by:

THE CULLEN LAW FIRM, P C
Attorneys for the Petltloner
P.O.Box 1575 i

Santa Fe, New Mex1co 87504
(505) 988-7114 (office)

(505) 995-8694 (facsimile)

By:

Christopher Cullen, Esquire
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FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF SANTA FE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF i
JENNIFER HINOJOSA, DECEASED No. D-101-PB-2025-000xx
T

i

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT

By:

DEPUTY CLERK



[Example]

ANCILLARY PROBATE PROCEEDING

Proof of Authority/Statement of Domiciliary Foreign Personal Representative



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF TAOS
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF DENISE D. DECEDENT, DECEASED ) No.

PROOF OF AUTHORITY

(Statement of Domiciliary Foreign Personal RepreSéﬁtgtive

Dominic DiCelie : i
3902 East Mexico Avenue, Suite 110 i

David Johnson, Esqmre o
THE JOHNSON LAW FIRM,P.C. /..
2006 Trigger Road K
P.O. Box 1111 i
Santa Fe, New Mexico' 87504—1575

Representative [from the State of Colorado] are attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and
incorporated herein for all purposes.

4. No bond has ‘been required, and no bond has been given.

Dominic DiCelie



STATE OF COLORADO
SS.
COUNTY OF EL PASO

N N Nt

iy

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this day of Marc

2025, by Dominic DiCelie.

(Notary’s Signature) -

1 State of Colorado'|':

MyCo 1mission Explres

Submitted by:

THE JOHNSON LAW FIRM P.C.
Attorneys for Domlcﬂlary Forelgn Personal Representatlve

By: e ,
Dav1d Johnson Esquer :
2006 Trigger Road
P.O.Box 1111 -

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504
(505) )ocx-)ocxx (office)




Exhibit “A”

Authenticated (Certified) Copies of the Following Documents,‘o . ppomtment of the Domiciliary
Foreign Personal Representative: ~ .



[Examples]

AFFIDAVITS

Homestead Affidavit
(Section 45-3-1205, N.M.S.A., 1978)

Affidavit of Heirship
(No Specific Section / Section 45-3-901, N.M.S.A., 1978)



STATE OF NEW MEXICO )

COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

HOMESTEAD AFFIDAVIT OF SURVIVING SPOUSE CELIDA M. BIEDSCHEID
(DECEASED SPOUSE: MIKE BIEDSCHEID)

Celida M. Biedscheid (“Affiant”), having been duly sworn, st:it: i1pon oath:

i s«

1. Affiant is the surviving spouse of Mike Bledscheld Deceased ¢ cedent”),

District No. xx with a five-room dwellmg house‘and lot bounded on the
North by Pablo Lopez; on the South by State Road No.76; on the East by La
Plaza Road; and on the West by Nmfa Martm Land is described in Book xx,

portlon of Exceptwn

Private.Claim 515 and.; p

- Piaz Pueblo Grant in'Section 1, T. 20N R.8E., N.M P.M.in the Vzllage of
Santa Chuck, County ofSanta Fe, State of New Mexico”, filed August 21,
1985, as Document No m, xxxand recorded in Plat Book xxx, Page xooxx, in

(Atrueand correct COpy of the Warranty Deed with a legal description of the Homestead - listing Affiant and
Decedent as Grantees - is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein for all purposes. Said deed
is recorded in Book xxx, Page xxxx in the records of Santa Fe County, New Mexico);

4. The value of the above-referenced Homestead for current (Santa Fe County) property taxation
purposes does not exceed five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00);

5. But for the above-referenced Homestead, Decedent’s Estate need not be subject to any judicial
probate proceeding either in District Court or Probate Court;

6. No application or petition for the appointment of a personal representative or the admittance
of a Will to probate is pending or has been granted in any jurisdiction;

7. All funeral expenses, expenses of last illness and all unsecured debts of Decedent have been
paid;



8. Affiantis entitled to title to the Homestead by intestate succession as provided by the terms of
Sections 45-2-101 and 45-2-102 of the [New Mexico] Uniform Probate Code (Sec. 45-2-101 & Sec. 45-2-102,
N.M.S.A,, 1978));

9. No other person has a right to Decedent’s interest in the property described in paragraph 3
above;

10. No Federal or State tax is due on Decedent’s Estate; and,

11. Affiant affirms that all statements in this Homestead Aﬂid' :i):it are true and correct and

further acknowledges that any false statement may subject the person to ;penaltles relating to perjury and
subornation of perjury. N

DATED: March 10, 2025.

 Celida M. Biedschei

_Celida M. Biedscheid, belng ﬁrst duly swo ‘?state n oath that all of the representations in this

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORNTO b

(Notary’s Signature)

(Notary’s Printed Name)

Notary Public in and for the
State of New Mexico

My Commission Expires:




AFFIDAVIT OF HEIRSHIP

Name of Decedent: NICHOLAS EAST

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
) ss:
COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

The undersigned, ABBY DISINTERESTED PERSON, bemg ﬁrst duly sworn; 1 pon oath deposes and

6. Decedent was ] '  deceased by the followmg spouse:
:Mary Frances East:: ‘
-.123 Agua Fria g
Santa Fe,: ‘New Mexmo 87501

(Date of Birth: April 15, 1959)
(Prior Date of Death:j October 15, 2019).

7. Decedent was survwed by the following two (2) children:

Riley East

(Date of Birth: June 7, 1992)

123 Kathy

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501; and,

Attie East

(Date of Birth: April 7, 1994)
123 Camino Delila

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506.

Affidavit of Heirship - Page No. 1



8. Decedent did not have any deceased children at the time of his death.
9. Decedent did not have any adopted or step-children at the time of his death.
10. Decedent (and/or his Estate) has not left any unpaid debts.

11. The approximate value of Decedent’s Estate on the Decedent’s date of death (without subtracting
anything for any debts) was $ ‘

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT

(ﬁé;ggqfs Signature)

il ﬁ}{gtarfs Printed Name)

Notary Public in and for the
State of New Mexico

My Commission Expires:

[REQUIRE Quitclaim Deeds from the Heirs]

Affidavit of Heirshi - Page No. 2
ip



[Examples]

T.0.D.D.

Transfer on Death Deed
(Section 45-6-401, N.M.S.A., 1978)



TRANSFER ON DEATH DEED

i

R
Lisa Van Griffin (now known as Lisa L. Brendan), a married woman ﬁdealing in her sole and separate

property, as owner, transfers on death to (1) Lisa L. MacCormack, a marne woman dealmg in her sole and

separate property (owner’s daughter), (2) Jamie D. Van anﬁn a married man dealmj i hls sole and separate

THIS OWNER. FOR THIS INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY

WITNESS my hand and seal thls 22“0l day of May, 2025.

Lisa Van Griffin (now known as Lisa L. Brendan)

* Being and intended to be the same Taos County, New Mexico, real estate/real property
identified/referenced in the Warranty Deed, dated April 20, 1967, and recorded on April 20, 1967, in
Book x-xxx, Pages xxx-xxx, in the records of Taos County, New Mexico.



STATE OF NEW MEXICO )

S Nt

COUNTY OF TAOS

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 22rd day ‘fiMay, 2025, by Lisa Van Griffin

(now known as Lisa L. Brendan).

(Notazl'.;y;'gjs~ Printed ﬁé;:ne) i

Notary Pubhc in and for the
State of New Mexico "

i

My Commlssmn Expires:

E! g l_, !‘bit 44 A”

(Legal Description)




