Holiday books and
winter reading from your
local independent
bookstore
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Your local independent bookstore
delivers holiday joy everywhere.



Fiction

Before | Knew | Loved You

Toshikazu Kawaguchi

The sixth book in the phenomenal,
bestselling series, translated from
Japanese, Before | Knew | Loved You
asks the irresistible question: what
would you do if you were offered the
chance to go back in time?
HarperCollins Publishers /

Hanover Square Press

$22.99 | 9781335000682

Heart the Lover

Lily King

From the New York Times bestselling
author of Writers & Lovers comes a
magnificent and intimate new novel
of desire, friendship, and the

lasting impact of first love.

Grove Atlantic

$28.00 | 9780802165176

In the Time of the Butterflies
Julia Alvarez;

lllustrated by Krystal Quiles
The unforgettable true story of
the Mirabal sisters, who risked
everything to resist a brutal

dictatorship, comes vividly to
life in this first-ever graphic
adaptation of Julia Alvarez's
bestselling classic.
Algonquin Books

$30.00 | 9781643753768

Hear the Dead

Ann Ddvila Cardinal

An edgy, genre-bending thriller
following a retired photographer
who begins to hear the murders
of women she knew in her punk
youth, forcing her to reckon with
the past she’s desperate

to forget.

Sourcebooks Landmark

$18.99 | 9781464245862

Japanese Gothic

Kylie Lee Baker

A lyrical, wildly inventive horror

novel interwoven with Japanese
mythology, following two people
living centuries apart who discover

a door between their worlds.

HarperCollins Publishers /
Hanover Square Press

$30.00 | 9781335001559

John of John

Douglas Stuart

From the Booker Prize-winning
author of Shuggie Bain and
Young Mungo comes a vivid,
moving novel about a young
man returning to his Hebridean
island home, where a father’s
expectations collide with
ason’s desires.

Grove Atlantic

$28.99 | 9780802167194
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Life Out of Order

Audrey Niffenegger

A sweeping, tender story of
love, loss, and finding your
place in a changing world,
from the bestselling author of

The Time Traveler’s Wife, perfect

for readers who love imaginative
stories that stay with them.

HarperCollins Publishers /
Hanover Square Press

$33.00 | 9781335003225

Moby-Dick in Pictures

Matt Kish

unning and cult-classic collection
llustrations inspired by lines from

every page of the 552-page Signet

Classics paperback edition of
Herman Melville's Moby-Dick.
Tin House

$55.00 | 9781638935445

Murder at the Movies:
A Movie Palace Mystery
Alicia Malone

A Hitchcock movie screening turns fatal when
a recent transplant to New England discovers
a dead body on opening night of the movie

palace she’s just inherited.
Running Press
$18.99 | 9798894143606

Fiction

Mestra: A Short Story

Madeline Miller

From the beloved author of Circe
comes a jewel-like myth about a
young woman gifted the power to
transform into anyone or anything,
who must decide how far she'll go
to save the father cursed with an
insatiable, unnatural hunger.
HarperCollins Publishers /

Ecco Press

$15.00 | 9780063566286




Fiction

Nathaniel Hawthorne: Parables,
Fantasies, Fragments

Nathaniel Hawthorne

Hawthorne’s haunting short
parables, fantasies, and fragments
gathered from his private notebooks
for the first time.

Library of America

$26.00 | 9781598538601

Peck & Peck

Bonnie Garmus

The bestselling author of
Lessons in Chemistry returns
with an irresistible story about
a young man whose life turns
upside down when he is hired
by the most prestigious—
and dysfunctional—poetry
journal in the world.

Scribner Book Company
$30.00 | 9781668251065

O Now!

Niall Williams

From novelist Niall Williams,
bestselling author of Time of the
Child and This Is Happiness, a new
story set in the small Irish town of
Faha, exploring love, loss, and
the “why" of life.

Bloomsbury Publishing

$16.99 | 9781639739530

Portrait of a Witch Undone

K.S. Shay

Thirteen stolen works of art.

One haunted marsh. And a Boston
witch willing to risk everything for
the friend she’s already failed.

An atmospheric, eerie debut for
readers of Starling House and

A Discovery of Witches.

Erewhon Books

$28.00 | 9781645662273

Slewfoot

Brom

Set in Colonial New England,
Slewfoot is a tale of magic and
mystery, of triumph and terror
from bestselling author and
acclaimed artist Brom.

Tor Nightfire

$34.99 | 9781250470881
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Stitched

Eli McCann

When two young gay men join a
twenty-year-old quilting circle ahead
of the country’s biggest competition,
they bicker, bond, and stitch their
way into an unlikely found family.

A hilarious, heartwarming debut
about friendship across generations.
Torrey House Press

$18.95 | 9798890920461

Fiction

Sometimes | Scare Myself

Jeneva Rose

Not all nightmares come from
sleep. Some come from #1
New York Times bestselling
author Jeneva Rose. This
deluxe hardcover edition of her
new horror collection features
tarot-card sprayed edges and
hauntingly gorgeous endpapers.
Blackstone Publishing

$20.99 | 9798212182881

The Birthing Tree

Amanda Peters

An unforgettable novel about a
woman who must confront her
family’s buried truths and memories
of passionate young love when her
grandmother’s death leaves her as the
only guide to her community’s future.
Catapult

$28.00 | 9781646223695

Taipei Story: A Novel
R. F. Kuang

From #1 New York Times bestselling author

R.F. Kuang comes a wry, moving coming-of-age
novel about grief, language, and culture shock,
set against an unforgettable summer in Taipei.
HarperCollins Publishers /
William Morrow & Company
$32.00 | 9780063583597




Fiction

Natalie Kiki¢

Park Row Books

The Lost Spectacular

Zoé Duhaime

Childhood friends turned rivals are
drawn back into a dazzling traveling
festival built from everything the world
has ever lost. A tender, imaginative love
letter to storytelling itself, presented
here in a gorgeous deluxe edition
collectors will treasure.

Erewhon Books

$32.00 | 9781645663348

L0,

The Woman Who Had Everything

ifit's enough. A

novel of ambition and reinvention for
fans of Old Hollywood glitz.

A John Scognamiglio Book

$18.95 | 9781496756657

On the glamorous Italian set of a 1967

film shoot, Elizabeth Taylor is at the
dazzling height of her fame, matchmaking,
reinventing herself, and quietly wondering

The Haunting of Lavender House

A crumbling home surrounded by

lavender fields. A decades-long curse.

A nightmare from Croatian folklore

with a thirst for blood. The Lost O
Apothecary meets The Hacienda in O O
this multigenerational, haunting gothic

saga set on the Adriatic Sea. O O

HarperCollins Publishers /

$30.00 | 9780778307198

The Killing of a Chestnut Tree

Oliver K. Langmead

When the Duke of Farleigh turns up dead and the
trees of his forest begin writing messages into

their own bark, a gentleman detective and his
companion must untangle a case as strange as it is
deadly. A wonderfully cozy, fantastical mystery for
readers who love a puzzle with a magical twist.
Macmillan / Tordotcom

$24.99 | 9781250448613

Stephen Greco
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Dog Hiking New England

Jill McMahon, Kristen Valenti
From Maine’s rocky coastline to
Rhode Island’s quiet forest ponds,
this handy guide rounds up 45 of
New England’s best dog-friendly
trails, complete with tips on

leash rules, swimming spots,

and nearby towns—a must

for any adventure-loving

pup and their person.

Helvetiq

$24.95 | 9783039641215

Nonfiction

Declaration of Independence

Mini-Book Ornament

Thomas Jefferson

Celebrate 250 years of liberty with this
charming mini-book ornament, featuring
artful illustrations of the Declaration’s signers
and the full text of this historic document.
A meaningful keepsake for the tree ora
thoughtful holiday gift.

Arcadia Publishing / Applewood Books
$6.99 | 9781429008150

Connections

The New York Times Games,
Wyna Liu

For the first time in book

form, CONNECTIONS, the

sensationally popular and
surprisingly tricky category-
matching puzzle from

New York Times Games.
Authors Equity

$29.99 | 9798893312607

Don’t Go There: A Tour of the
World'’s Most Sinister Spots

J. W. Ocker

Embark on a guided tour of
30 of the most dangerous and
mysterious locations that we
simply cannot stay away from.
Quirk Books

$19.99 | 9781683695028

Exhumed: Unearthing the History

of the American Vampire

Aaron Mahnke

An engrossing and macabre
exploration of the folklore and early
medical practices that led to the New
England vampire panic in the 1890s,
from critically acclaimed podcaster
and bestselling author Aaron Mahnke.
Hachette Book Group / Running Press
$30.00 | 9798894141817

New England

Book Award
Finalist




Nonfiction

Happy Snacking, Don’t Die!

Alexis Nikole Nelson

The long-awaited guide to foraging
and vegan cooking from the beloved
social media sensation best known

as Black Forager. This is a one-of-a-
kind collection of recipes and foraging
wisdom that teaches you how to turn
common plants, flowers, and fungi into
delicious plant-based meals.

Simon & Schuster / Simon Element
$35.00 | 9781668002544

Original Food:

Recapturing the Joy of Eating
Geoffrey Zakarian

With more than 30 recipes, Geoffrey
Zakarian offers a fresh approach

to eating well without restriction or
sacrifice, showing how simple ingredient
choices can turn everyday meals and
favorite comfort foods into satisfying,
nourishing dishes.

Wiley

$30.00 | 9781394426201

Puzzle Mania!

The New York Times Games,
Joel Fagliano

From New York Times Games,
home of Wordle andConnections,
comes a beautifully designed
collection that brings

favorite digital puzzles to

the page, perfect for solo play,
family game night, or gifting.
Authors Equity

$38.00 | 9798893310481

New England Architectural Guide

Sam Gurwitt
Two volumes, one remarkable
region: explore New England'’s

built environment, from Boston’s

iconic institutions to coastal
landscapes and post-industrial
sites across all six states.

DOM Publishers

$59.95 | 9783869228990
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Starting Over with

John and Yoko

Roger Farrington and

Kenneth Womack

A young Boston photographer
captured John Lennon and Yoko
Ono's triumphant return to the
studio in 1980—images

now published in full for the
first time, taken just months
before Lennon’s death.
Rutgers University Press
$19.95 | 9781978844797

The Atomic Habits Daily Calendar
James Clear

Based on the principles that
made Atomic Habits a global
phenomenon, this daily calendar
turns habit formation into a
simple daily practice.

Authors Equity

$19.99 | 9798893311419

The Joy of Cookies: New Classics
and Old Favorites to Share
Joanne Chang

A warm, stunning,

celebratory baking book of
favorite cookies, classic and new,
from the James Beard award-
winning baker and founder of the
beloved Flour bakeries in Boston.
HarperCollins Publishers /
Harvest Publications

$32.50 | 9780063453173

Nonfiction

The Book of Genocides

Dana Mashoian Walrath

This searing graphic narrative
confronts genocides across five
centuries, exposing the political
and human machinery of
dehumanization behind each.
A powerful, unflinching work

of witness essential for readers
of history and human rights.
Harvard University Press
$24.95 | 9780674299054

The Endurance Photographs

The Royal Geographical Society
Experience Sir Ernest Shackleton’s
fascinating and harrowing journey
as never before. This deluxe art book
presents the first high-quality prints
of all surviving photographs from
the 1914 polar expedition, one of the
most epic survival stories of all time.
Chronicle Books

$45.00 | 9781797245287

The Goth Atlas

Malorie Mackey

Alavishly illustrated globe-trot
through the world’s moodiest,
most magnificent destinations,
from crumbling castles to candlelit
cemeteries. A gorgeous gift for the
traveler who prefers their sightseeing
with a touch of shadow.

Chronicle Books

$30.00 | 9781797239941

The Lost Kitchen Volume 3:

Seize the Supper

Erin French

The stunning third volume in

The Lost Kitchen cookbook

series from Erin French, award-
winning restaurant founder and
New York Times bestselling author
of Finding Freedom, The Lost
Kitchen, and Big Heart Little Stove.
Macmillan / Celadon Books
$40.00 | 9781250369628




Children’s

“Twas the Night Before Christmas
Clement Clark Moore;

lllustrated by Jon J Muth

A sweeping, joyful, and wholly original
take on the beloved Christmas classic
brought to stunning visual life by
Caldecott Honor-winning creator,
and master watercolorist, Jon J
Muth'’s breathtaking illustrations.
Scholastic / Orchard Books

$19.99 | 9781338812442

Barefoot Books So Many Things
Maya Hanisch

Whether you're in the garden,
at school, at the farmer’s market,
or on the move, there are so
many things out in the world to
see! This beautifully illustrated
book introduces children to
new and exciting words while
reinforcing familiar ones.
Barefoot Books

$19.99 | 9798898591649

In This Classroom

Andrew Hacket;

lllustrated by Arthur Lin

A heartwarming celebration of
the school year, capturing the joy,
struggles, and growth of students
and teachers as they embark on
an unforgettable journey of
learning, friendship, and
personal achievement.

Red Comet Press

$18.99 | 9781636551814

Gruffalo Granny

Julia Donaldson; lllustrated

by Axel Scheffler

Return to the deep dark wood
with the first new Gruffalo story
in more than 20 years, and
meet Gruffalo Granny!

Penguin Random House /

Dial Books

$19.99 | 9798217238736

Tom Nancy: The Sheep Who
Swapped Brains with a Boy
Mac Barnett; Illustrated

by X. Fang

From acclaimed picture book
creators Mac Barnett and X.
Fang comes a hilarious trickster
tale about a sneaky sheep,
an innocent boy, and a very
unexpected brain swap.
Tundra Books

$19.99 | 9781774885710

A Door Is to Open

Kyo Maclear; illustrated

by Julie Morstad

From a Caldecott Honor
author and a New York

Times Best lllustrated artist
comes a celebration of entrances,
thresholds, and portals—and
all the endless possibilities
they can lead to!

Tundra Books

$18.99 | 9781774887448

Henri and Miko:

Winter in Bosk Olivette

Rebecca Green

A tender story of friendship

and belonging, following two
youngd friends as they discover the
joy of seeing the world through
each other's eyes.

Tundra Books

$19.99 | 9781774880678

Two Turtles

Kiah Thomas;

lllustrated by Jake A. Minton
Competitive turtles Terrence and
Frank find themselves racing
each other straight off a cliff in
this hilarious, fourth-wall-breaking
picture book about teamwork.
Fans of playful, laugh-out-loud
animal tales will love this one.
Charlesbridge Publishing

$17.99 | 9781623548407

What Comes After the Snow?
Chiaki Okada;

lllustrated by Ko Okada

A little rabbit can't wait for the
snow to leave and spring to
arrive in this charming
seasonal picture book.

Floris Books

$18.99 | 9781835750087

Twas the Night Before Shinny:
A Pond Hockey Tale

Lorna Schultz Nicholson;
Illustrated by Erica J. Chen
Fans of hockey and winter
sports will love this fun-loving
picture book starring a cast
of woodland creatures who
get into a rollicking game of
shinny, a simplified outdoor
version of hockey.

Sleeping Bear Press

$18.99 | 9781534113725

Hometown

Shaun Tan

In his first long-form illustrated
story since The Arrival, Shaun
Tan tells the tender, funny, and
thought-provoking tale of a
girl whose sense of belonging
is upended when a stranger
claims to know exactly

where she's from.

Levine Querido

$24.99 | 9781646146987
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Children’s

Christmas in Camelot Graphic Novel
Mary Pope Osborne; Adapted by
Jenny Laird; lllustrated by Kelly
Matthews and Nichole Matthews
Jack and Annie are off on a magic
tree house adventure to King Arthur’s
court, where they must break a curse
threatening Camelot’s Christmas
Eve—a vivid, full-color graphic

novel treat for young Magic Tree
House fans.

Random House Books

for Young Readers

$10.99 | 9780593901113

Winter Solstice Hill

Cathy Stefanec Ogren;

Illustrated by Rebecca Evans

When clouds cover the solstice star,
Ella continues the family tradition on
wishing on a star on winter solstice in
a new way. A warm, wintry tale that
helps kids navigate disappointment,
reminding readers that even when
plans shift, the magic of tradition
can still shine through.

Charlesbridge Publishing

$17.99 | 9781623547950



Children’s

Licorice

Kara LaReau; illustrated

by Kelly Murphy

A feral tabby cat is finally adopted
by a loving family, only to realize that
her new home might be haunted by
the cat who lived in the house before
her. Spine-chilling and heartwarming,
funny and charming, Licoriceis a
purrfect retelling of Daphne du
Maurier's Rebecca for young readers.
Scholastic

It's Christmas Crime!

Anouk Filippini

When an apprentice pastry chef
witnesses a murder at Paris’s most
prestigious bakery, she must team up
with two charming suspects to catch
the culprit before the holidays are
ruined—a cozy, festive whodunit-
meets-romance.

Simon & Schuster Books

for Young Readers

$22.99 | 9798347118960

Young Adult

$18.99 | 9781546185949

It's Only Dancing
Jasmine Guillory
New York Times bestselling author
Jasmine Guillory makes her highly
anticipated young adult debut
with a Dirty Dancing-inspired
contemporary rom-com!
Scholastic

$15.99 | 9781338749434

Dreamweaving
O.0. Sangoyomi
When Deja Freeman finally

The Mysterious Reindeer
Natacha Godeau;

lllustrated by Tristan Gion
Aboy'’s holiday gets disrupted enrolls at the elite school her
mother’s murder kept her
from, she's drawn into a web

of ancestral magic and shared,

by a strange creature lurking
around his family’s reindeer farm
in this highly illustrated middle

grade mystery told in an exciting The World of Barbie Sl unsettling dreams tied to a
advent calendar format, with Megan Hess Finalist classmate’s disappearance—

a spellbinding dark-
academia fantasy.
Macmillan / Page Street
$18.99 | 9798890034465

chapter-a-day reading making it Discover the dazzling world

of Barbie in this beautifully

a well-paced and anticipation-
The Gravewood

Kelly Andrew

Deep in an impassable forest that has
cut off her town from the world, the
heroine must turn to the volatile leader
of the vampires who rule the woods, in
this haunting, atmospheric YA romance.
Scholastic

$19.99 | 9781546176589

filled experience!

Simon & Schuster Books
for Young Readers
$16.99 | 9798347119455

illustrated compendium by The Neverf
e Neverfear

Katherine Rundell;
lllustrated by Ashley Mackenzie

global bestselling fashion
illustrator Megan Hess.
Hardie Grant Children’s Books
$26.99 | 9781761218484

The eagerly awaited third
Impossible Creatures adventure
plunges Christopher and Anya
back into the magical Archipelago,
where masked riders threaten

This Is a Door
Daniel Nayeri
Aboy, a mouse, and a dog set

everything they love.
Alfred A. Knopf Books
for Young Readers
$19.99 | 9780593809945

out to discover their purpose in
this genre-bending fairy tale
from the award-winning author
of Everything Sad Is Untrue, told

The Last King of Faerie

Cassandra Clare

The highly anticipated first book of

The Wicked Powers, the final Shadowhunters
trilogy! #1 New York Times bestselling author

through an inventive

visual format unlike anything
else on shelves.

Sourcebooks / Stonefruit Studio
$19.99 | 9781464246029

Cassandra Clare brings the saga that Stealing Saint Nick

M. T. Anderson

A wildly entertaining look at
the real Saint Nicholas, from
ancient saint to beloved Santa

began in The Mortal Instruments to

a stunning conclusion.

Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers
$28.99 | 9780593903476

Young Adult

New England Claus, packed with history,
Book Award
Finalist legends, mystery, and
Blue Beach plenty of surprises.
Dutton Books for

The League of Dangerous Young Ladies
J.A. Morgenstein

A thrilling YA fantasy adventure set in
1909, where Rose Moriarty and a band
of unlikely heroines join forces to solve a
supernatural mystery, battle monsters,
and pull off a high-stakes heist.
Sourcebooks / Stonefruit Studio

$19.99 | 9781464238543

Karyn Parsons
Young Readers

Perfect for fans of Promise Boys, this gripping historical
$20.99 | 9780593699546

mystery follows a teenager who finds a murdered girl on
her family’s California beach—a discovery that will
reveal the racism rampant in her world.

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
$19.99 | 9780316575751
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COMING SOON!

2026 New England Book Award Winners

The New England Book Awards are chosen by

independent bookstores across New England 7// E Q 0 Q 7

Fiction

The Things We Never Say
Elizabeth Strout

A quietly moving novel
about the secrets we
keep, the connections
we cherish, and the
unexpected moments
that can change
everything, from
Pulitzer Prize winner
Elizabeth Strout.
Random House

$29.00 | 9798217154746

Poetry

The Near and

Distant World

Bianca Stone

Avivid, enthralling new
collection of poems from

the Vermont Poet Laureate
and award-winning author
of What is Otherwise Infinite,

The Mébius Strip Club
of Grief, and Someone
Else’s Wedding Vows.
Tin House

$18.00 | 9781963108651

Middle Grade

The Forest Revealed:

An lllustrated Year
Jada Fitch and

Kateri Kosek

A gorgeous celebration
of the forest’s hidden
wonders, filled with
charming illustrations and
fascinating discoveries
that will delight nature
lovers of all ages.

Storey Publishing
$29.99 | 9781635868821

Nonfiction

Strangers:

A Memoir of Marriage
Belle Burden

A candid, deeply moving
memoir about a woman
whose seemingly happy
marriage ends without
warning, forcing her

to confront betrayal,
rediscover her voice,

and rebuild a life rooted
in self-trust.

Dial Press

$30.00 | 9780593733318

Picture Book

Cat Nap

Brian Lies

A playful and beautifully
illustrated celebration
of cats, filled with
irresistible feline charm,
humor, and plenty

of reasons to fall in

love with our favorite
furry companions.
Greenwillow Books
$19.99 | 9780062671288

Young Adult

A Prince Among Pirates
Katie Abdou

A charming nobleman
accidentally joins a pirate
ship and falls for its
debonair captain in this
swashbuckling queer debut
that's perfect for fans of
FT. Lukens and Our Flag
Means Death.

Atheneum Books

for Young Readers

$21.99 | 9781665984775
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