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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

GOING BEYOND
BONNIFER BALLARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W ith all that’s happened over the last several 
years with the implementation of new rules, 
increased attention on emerging contaminants, 
and continued mistrust by the public, what it 

means to provide clean, safe water has been top of mind for 
me – particularly lately.

We all know we must comply with the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. Further, the state requires certain licenses (depending 
on your role) and has a plethora of rules and regulations to 
follow. These are necessary criteria to ensure quality water 
reaches Michiganders. Providing education and training to help 
Michigan’s water professionals reach their licensing goals and 
remain compliant with laws, rules, and regulations are core 
tenants to the Section’s mission. 

I have celebrated with many of you as you reached for and 
achieved your next license level. Whether an F3, a D2, or an S1, 
you should be proud of achieving this level of expertise. The 
Section will continue to help you as your reach for these goals.

But is there more? 
One of my favorite water stories is of a manager who had 

to decide what to do when she discovered that a well was 
becoming contaminated. The detected level of the contaminant 
at the plant was within compliance. She discussed the 
options with her team and chose to shut down the well to 
perform maintenance.

Now you may read this and say, that’s obvious. I say she went 
beyond compliance and did the right thing. That’s what so many 
of you do so often that it seems obvious to you. Perhaps without 
even thinking about it, you go beyond. It is why it is one of my 
favorite water stories – it illustrates the dedication with which so 
many of you perform your work every day.

As I have come to know the water community in Michigan, 
I am constantly amazed at this ‘going beyond’ that I see. 
Whether you are reaching for your next license or faced with a 
moral dilemma, I have faith that you will reach far and do your 
utmost to go beyond to protect public health. 

“EXCELLENCE IS TO DO A COMMON THING IN AN UNCOMMON WAY.” 
– BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

248.454.6300 | hrcengr.com | 
Engineering. Environment. Excellence.
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KB Series 
Biogas CHP Modules

Twin KB 100 Biogas CHP Modules Pictured above 

Contact Kraft Energy Systems today to learn more
877-349-4184

CHP@kraftpower.com

www.kraftenergysystems.com

Kraft Energy Systems KB Series Biogas Fueled CHP Modules 
put waste to work. Wastewater treatment facilities, dairy 
farms, dairy food producers and landfill sites rely on KB Series 
CHP Modules for environmental solutions that pay back. 

Your choice of 7 pre-engineered indoor/outdoor models rated 
( 60 - 550 kWe ) with packaged hot water recovery system or 
straight electrical power generation. Custom single unit 
solutions available up to 1.3MW or larger with multiple units in 
parallel.  

Kraft Energy Systems CHP modules are sold and serviced by 
Kraft Power Corporation. Since 1965, Kraft has been a leader in 
servicing CHP systems as well as critical life safety and 
emergency power systems. With 7 full service locations, 
providing 24×7 response, Kraft is a power systems expert, who 
understands the urgency of keeping power generation assets 
on line.

AMERICAN Zinc: 
A SMaRT Product for Smart Cities
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A t the April 2019 MI-AWWA board 
meeting, Chair Bill Fritz established 

a Lead Service Line Replacement (LSLR) 
Task Force charged with creating a library 
for collecting and sharing resources to 
support section members as they work to 
implement the Michigan Lead and Copper 
Rule revisions (LCR). The group has 
begun by defining and capturing informa-
tion, and lessons learned from the LSLR 
Pilot Grants and will include successful 
practices that have been employed in 
communities throughout Michigan.  

The following are the initial resource 
categories the Task Force identified as 
key to supporting membership in LCR 
implementation:
•	 Consent Documents
•	 Customer Notification and 

Compliance Methods
•	 Press Releases

•	 Customer/Public Outreach
•	 LSLR
•	 Sampling
•	 Case Studies
•	 Public Education
•	 DSMI – Distribution System  

Materials Inventory
•	 Aligning with Asset Management Plans
•	 Funding Examples 
•	 Bid and Contract Documents
•	 Sample Ordinances
•	 Construction Examples
•	 Sampling Protocols
•	 Water System Advisory Council:  

Bylaws, Agendas, Formation
•	 Tracking Replacement Processes/

History/Forms/Document Management
•	 FAQs
•	 Glossary of Definitions
For ease of use, the Task Force intends 
for each category to be limited to a few 

reviewed, high-quality examples as opposed 
to an exhaustive inventory of all the work 
that has been done in Michigan. If you have 
a great example you would like to share, 
please contact Stacey Kukkonen, MI-AWWA 
Section Coordinator at 517-292-2912, 
Ext 106 or at skukkonen@mi-water.org.  

The LSLR resource library will be made 
available on the MI-AWWA website as a 
member benefit and is expected to launch 
in October 2019. 

LSLR Task Force Members

Christine Spitzley, OHM Advisors; Cheryl 
Porter, Great Lakes Water Authority; 
Wayne Jernberg, City of Grand Rapids; 
Pat Staskiewicz, Ottawa County Road 
Commission; Paul Reinsch, City of 
Saginaw and Clyde Dugan, East Lansing 
Meridian Water and Sewer Authority. 

MI-AWWA Creates Lead Service  
Line Replacement Task Force
Christine Spitzley, OHM Advisors

Contact our water team:   
water@havilandusa.com

NSF Certified 

products including 

Hydrofluosilicic Acid, 

Sodium Hypochlorite, 

Sulfuric Acid, 

Caustic Soda, Ferric 

Chloride, Sodium 

Hexametaphosphate 

and other water 

treatment chemistry.

Keeping 
Michigan’s 
Water Pure 
since 1934.
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50 
years ago this past July, many 
Americans and others around the 
world watched as Man took his 
first steps on the lunar surface. 
Some people say this one event 
changed forever the way in which 
we look at our future. To make this 

event successful took the hard work and dedication of many 
individuals over a lengthy period of time. Many of the people 
responsible for the eventual success were the people in the 
background who were just doing their ‘ job.’ But with everyone 
focused on an end goal, even the setbacks along the way could 
not stop us from achieving success.

The water industry sometimes works the same way. We 
have a lot of very dedicated people who are just ‘doing their 
jobs,’ working diligently in the background towards a common 
goal of providing safe drinking water for the public in the 
communities in which they serve. While we too often have 
setbacks along the path, we continue to provide quality 
drinking water and are constantly looking at ways to make it 
even better. The sharing of information and the networking of 
water professionals across the state and across the county is 
an important part of that process.

50 years may seem like a long time, but in some respects, it 
is just a blink of an eye. So, what were we doing in the Michigan 
Section 50 years ago in 1969? Well, for starters, we were 
meeting at our annual conference in Traverse City – the same 
city as this year’s annual conference. The pre-conference 
excerpt shown here details some of the relevant topics that 
were facing the water sector at that time, including: information 
on chlorination practices, filter performance metrics for the 
City of Detroit, source water supply issues, and a wonderful 
presentation by Jack Borchardt on the significance of 
Trace Elements and Organic Contaminants in Water Supplies.

The South Oakland Water Authority was participating in 
Willing Water Week (Drinking Water Week) by demonstrating 
the value of water. In this case, it was trying to show how much 
water could be purchased from the Authority for the same cost 
as a bottle of Red Pop.

PIECES FROM THE PAST

50 years of the 

WATER INDUSTRY IN MICHIGAN
BY RANDALL ROOST, HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
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As you can see from just these two examples, the water utilities from 
50 years ago faced some of the same issues that are facing utilities today. 
The chemicals or contaminants involved may have changed, but we are 
still dealing with old and new issues such as lead, copper, PFAS, dioxane, 
and many other potential contaminants in the water sources and supplies. 
We are also still struggling with trying to convince our customers of the 
value of the products and services that we provide. With all the challenges 
of delivering safe drinking water, aging infrastructure, and changing 
regulations, we now need to add into the mix making sure we address the 
issues of water affordability.

While the thought of sending a man to the moon may have seemed a 
daunting challenge to the space industry 50 years ago, we as a country 
rose to the task and were successful. In the same way we are confident 
with the successes each water utility achieves – and with the sharing 
of information and knowledge – we, too, can rise to the challenges that 
confront us. In the end, we will be successful. The important thing is that 
we are all in this together and that a failure by one can be detrimental to 
the industry. Our strength is in the sharing of our successes and failures to 
reach our end goal. 

The water utilities from 50 years 
ago faced some of the same issues 

that are facing utilities today. 

AECOM is uniquely positioned to 
deliver fully integrated services 
spanning the entire life-cycle 
of your water, wastewater and 
stormwater projects.

Clean water, 
local resources

Detroit ‒ Flint ‒ Grand Rapids  
Southfield ‒ Traverse City

T. 231.922.4301 aecom.com

 

AMR / AMI 
Water Loss Prevention 

CIS Billing Software 
Remote Disconnect Valve 

Scott Smith, Region Manager 
Mobile: (270) 703-0697 
Email: scotts@united-systems.com 

Call Today: 1-800-455-3293 
Web: www.united-systems.com 
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Engineering Stronger Communities
For nearly a century, we’ve been solving 
complex engineering challenges to maximize 
the value of your infrastructure investments. 
We adapt our work processes to fit the 
unique demands of each project using a 
collaborative, friendly style. The result? 
Solutions you can stand behind.

800.482.2864 
www.wadetrim.com 

If you are interested in having us as your partner, feel free to 
contact one of our department representatives below

NEW TANKS — Rick DiZinno
(270) 826-9000 ext. 2601

EXISTING TANKS — Patrick Heltsley
(270) 826-9000 ext. 4601

Code
Updates

In-Service
Cleaning
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Look for additional training information later this fall! 
Booth space on sale beginning Oct 15, 2019.  
Exhibitors from the past five years should have  
already received their points statement.  
                Please contact MI-AWWA staff with questions.

Registration for trainings opens Dec 1, 2019.

Co-presented by 

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

TUE, FEB 4,  2020
8:00 am	 Operators Day Training

8:30 am	 Infrastructure Funding Seminar

9:30 am	 Exhibit Hall Opens

4:00 pm	 Exhibit Hall Closes

WED, FEB 5,  2020
8:00 am	 Operators Day Training

8:30 am	 Exhibit Hall Opens

9:00 am	 Media Training

10:00 am	 Advocacy Seminar

2:00 pm	 Exhibit Hall Closes

2020

Feb 4-5, 2020
Lansing, MI

The premier water and wastewater conference in the Midwest. 

MichiganSection

www.jointexpo.org

http://www.jointexpo.org


Our concern for  
the environment  
is more than just talk

This publication is printed on  
Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) 
certified paper with vegetable  
oil-based inks. Please do your  
part for the environment by  
reusing and recycling.
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Early this year, the Governor’s office asked 
the Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) to undergo the 
rule-making process to regulate per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (aka PFAS) 
in Michigan. As part of the process, 
Michigan PFAS Action Response Team 
(MPART), the cross-agency task force that 
led the testing effort, initiated a science 
working group to review literature, various 
health models, and other states’ work to 
provide health-based values with which 
to inform future maximum contaminant 
levels (MCLs).

Here are some highlights from the proposed rule:
•	 Annual sampling will be required for 

most systems after initial monitoring for 
communities below the detection limit.

•	 Violations will result in quarterly sampling.
•	 Labs will be certified after the rule is final.

The rule is in public comment (targeted 
for October 1 as of this writing) and will 
also be reviewed by the Joint Committee 
on Administrative Rules (JCAR) as well as 
the (ERRC). The rule must also go through a 
Regulatory Impact Statement & Cost-Benefit 
Analysis. If the Governor’s timeline is to be 
honored, all of this will happen and the rule 
will be finalized by April 1, 2020: an extremely 
compressed timeline by any standard.

Community water supplies and 
non-community non-transient water supplies will 
need to be prepared to incorporate testing for the 
state PFAS chemicals in the coming year. This will 
inevitably create financial pressure on utilities and 
may require some to reallocate resource.

Keep your eyes on AWWA resources like the 
Journal, OpFlow, future issues of Michigan Water 
Works News, and both the AWWA and MI-AWWA 
websites for the latest information and upcoming 
member forums on the issue.

AWWA PFAS Resources on the Web:  
https://www.awwa.org/resources-tools/resource-
topics/pfas

MI-AWWA PFAS Resources on the Web:  
https://mi-water.site-ym.com/page/pfas 

Contaminant
Max. Cont. 

Level in ng/l Effective Date

Perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA) 6 Effective Date of Rule

Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 8 Effective Date of Rule

Perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA) 400,000 Effective Date of Rule

Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) 16 Effective Date of Rule

Perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS) 51 Effective Date of Rule

Perfluorobutane sulfonic acid (PFBS) 420 Effective Date of Rule

Hexafluoropropylene oxide dimer acid 
(HFPO-DA or GENx)

370 Effective Date of Rule

PFAS: THE MAKING  
OF A RULE IN MICHIGAN

Proposed MCLs for Seven PFAS Chemicals
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CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS 
VERTICAL TURBINES 
SUBMERSIBLE PUMPS 

NON CLOG PUMPS 
PROGRESSIVE CAVITY PUMPS 

POSITIVE DISPLACEMENT AND 
CENTRIFUGAL BLOWERS 

VACUUM PUMPS 

VARIOUS PROCESS STATIONS:            
CONTROL VALVE STATIONS 

METERING STATIONS   
PACKAGE LIFT STATIONS        

KERR PUMP AND SUPPLY   
CUSTOM CONTROLS  SYSTEMS 

(UL508A & UL698A) 

FIELD SERVICE AND IN-HOUSE 
REPAIRS 

CONTACT US AT:

  WWW.KERRPUMP.COM

SALES@KERRPUMP.COM

KERR PUMP AND SUPPLY 
12880 Cloverdale

Oak Park, MI 48237
(248) 543-3880

Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Equipment 

 
 

- HYDROMATIC
- AURORA
- FAIRBANKS  NIJHUIS 

 

mailto:SALES@KERRPUMP.COM
mailto:http://www.KERRPUMP.COM
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The Section held its 81st Annual Conference & Exhibits 

in Traverse City in September. More than 350 turned out 

for the three-day conference, including 53 exhibiting 

companies. Highlights from the conference follow.

Thanks for joining us for the 81st Annual Michigan 

Section American Water Works Association Annual 

Conference & Exhibits (MI-ACE) in Traverse City!

Mark your calendar for MI-ACE in  
Port Huron September 15-18, 2020.

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R SP L A T I N U M  S P O N S O R S B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S

, .

Thank You to Our MI-ACE 2019 Sponsors

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Question: How many of you 
read the headlines recently regarding 
the dramatic fluoridation study 
released in the Journal of the American 

Medical Association Pediatrics recently? 

The study, entitled Association Between Maternal 
Fluoride Exposure During Pregnancy and IQ Scores 
in Offspring in Canada, claims that pregnant women 
ingesting fluoride during their pregnancies was 
associated with lower IQ in their children. Really? 
How did they calculate that and how did it only 
effect boys? 

New question: how many of you read the actual 
study? Honestly, calculations of the p-value data go 
over my head, but as a rule I always question the 
methods, the variables and ranges, how something 
was validated, and the confounding factors. Once 
this study is truly examined, it falls short of cred-
ibility. Let’s do a quick breakdown before I get to 
the point:

The authors of the study acknowledge the intake 
of fluoride by the mothers was not validated – at this 
point, the study should have been rejected. How can 
you build and publish a study when the main 
variable, fluoridated water, was never validated? 
Urine levels can vary due to the half-life of fluorine, 
based on when subjects had their last drink and 
when the urine samples were taken. It was an item 
that was self-reported. The authors attempted to 
make controls for some chemical toxins; however, 
none was made for socio-economic status, the 
mothers’ IQ scores, marital status, or children born 
with complications, ie: oxygen deprivation. According 
to the Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of 
Intelligence IQ test, a score of 70 would be in an 
‘intellectual disability’ range. The authors chose to 
highlight the lowest IQ grouping, which included 
two boys with an IQ in the 50s range, which are 
significant outliers. This brings up an odd finding: 
how is it that a mineral they state is ‘neurotoxic’ only 
influences boys’ IQs and not girls’? In the data sets, 
there are a few girls that scored 130+.

For a study to truly have significance, it needs 
to be replicable. This study would not stand that 
simple test. There are over 3,000 tests and studies 
on fluoridation, and this is how the US Public 
Health Service created the guidelines and upper 
limits. These studies showed that fluoridation of 

water, within the guidelines of the CDC’s optimal 
range of 0.6-1.2 ppm, reduced dental decay – 
which improves our overall health.

The bottom line is a child’s IQ is not determined 
before birth and this study is making false assump-
tions. There’s a saying that correlation does not 
show causation, and this is a perfect example. 
Here in Michigan, we have over 200 water systems 
that have naturally fluoridated water, many at the 
optimal level and systems that supplement fluoride. 
Naturally, it’s been going on since our creation 
and supplemental since 1945. Community Water 
Fluoridation’s 75th anniversary is right around the 
corner. Many of us grew up with fluori-
dation and I’m pretty 
sure if our IQs were 
checked, we’d 
still score fairly 
high. From a 
public health 
standpoint, 
time lost 
from school 
instruction 
due to dental 
pain and 
decay are 
the issues 
when it 
comes to 
IQ. Since 
this study 
appeared, 
many organiza-
tions such as 
the AWWA, 
the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, and the 
American Dental Association have re-affirmed their 
support of fluoridation for public health. 

To help further your education of what fluorida-
tion is, what it does, and how to properly calculate 
and administer it, AWWA and EGLE are holding a 
Water Fluoridation Training for Water Treatment 
Facility Operators, a full day of training with CEUs 
provided. It will take place Wednesday, November 13, 
in Mt. Pleasant. For more information or to register 
for the class, check your MI-AWWA section events 
calendar. Hoping to see you there and to answer any 
questions you may have. 

By Sandra Sutton, DHHS

Truth in the Latest Fluoridation Claims: 
Getting Past the Smoke and Mirrors
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MEMBER UPDATE

WELCOME NEW AWWA MEMBERS 

Members who joined to August 31, 2019

Tom Almonte
City of Wayne Water DPW
Lasonya Collins, Great Lakes Water Authority
Kara Dean, Michigan State University
Jason Deman, City of Auburn Hills W/S Dept
Beth Eldridge, Village of Capac
Tom Fett, City of Grand Haven Dept. of Public Works
Rick Finke, Eagle Harbor Township
Sue Franz, Holland Board of Public Works
Matt Gergen, City of Hastings
Tiana Hall, Detroit Water & Sewerage Department
Zachary Hampton, OHM Advisors
Matthew Hodges, City of Clawson

Tiffany Jones, Detroit Water & Sewerage Department
Ryan Julien, Michigan State University Biosystems Engineering
Bradley Keiser, Village of Bellaire
Paul Lilly, Holland Board of Public Works
Martin Olejnik, Plante Moran
Kaisra Osman, Great Lakes Water Authority
Elizabeth Phillips-Rawls, Great Lakes Water Authority
Chandan Sood, Great Lakes Water Authority
Derek Thiel, Grosse Ile DPW
Alisha Watkins, Plante Moran
Nathan Hunter, Hamlett Environmental
Kevin Marks, Wightman & Associates
Kareem Yaldo, DLZ Corporation 

 866-967-9464
www.uisscada.com

Michigan’s No. 1 SCADA Center
Design, Install, Calibrate, and Program

Your Partner in Innovation
At CDM Smith, we thrive on helping you meet your 
challenges with solutions that maximize  
capital investments through the  
latest advances in technology.

cdmsmith.com

Wisconsin 
Illinois 

Minnesota
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COMPANY PAGE TELEPHONE WEBSITE

AECOM 17 248-204-5900 www.aecom.com

AMERICAN Ductile Iron Pipe 14 205-325-7701 www.american-usa.com

ARCADIS 49 248-994-2240 www.arcadis.com

Brown & Caldwell 41 248-680-6708 www.brownandcaldwell.com

Calgon Carbon Corporation 9 800-4CARBON www.calgoncarbon.com

CDM Smith 44 313-963-1313 www.cdmsmith.com

Core & Main 51 586-323-8800 www.coreandmain.com

Detroit Pump 18 800-686-1662 www.detroitpump.com

Dixon Engineering, Inc. 42 616-374-3221 www.dixonengineering.net

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. 34 800-456-3824 www.ftch.com

Fleis & Vandenbrink 44 616-977-1000 www.fveng.com

Force Flow 39 800-893-6723 www.forceflow.com

Franklin Miller 34 800-932-0599 www.franklinmiller.com

Greeley and Hansen, LLC 13 800-837-9779 www.greeley-hansen.com

Haviland 15 616-514-3600 www.havilandusa.com

Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. 13 248-454-6300 www.hrc-engr.com

JGM Valve Corporation 2 248-926-6200 www.jgmvalve.com

Jones and Henry Engineers, Ltd. 43 269-353-9650 www.jheng.com

KEI Controls, LLC 18 989-751-7624

Kennedy Industries 26-27 248-684-1200 www.kennedyind.com

Kerr Pump & Supply 22 248-543-3880 www.kerrpump.com

Kraft Power Corporation 14 866-713-2152 www.kraftpower.com

LiquiForce 52 734-955-2508 www.liquiforce.com

ME Simpson 49 800-255-1521 www.mesimpson.com

Michigan Pipe & Valve 4 989-817-4331 www.michiganpipe.com

Peerless Midwest, Inc. 3 616-527-0050 www.peerlessmidwest.com

Pittsburg Tank & Tower Group, Inc. 18 270-826-9000 www.pttg.com

Plastic Pipe Institute 10 469-499-1055 www.plasticpipe.org

Prein&Newhof 40 616-364-8491 www.preinnewhof.com

PVS Technologies, Inc.          8 313-903-3397 www.pvstechnologies.com

REISS Engineering 6 888-679-5358 www.reisseng.com

SLC Meter, LLC 20 800-433-4332 www.slcmeterllc.com

Tetra Tech 34 734-665-6000 www.tetratech.com

UIS SCADA 44 866-967-9464 www.uisscada.com

United Systems 17 800-455-3293 www.united-systems.com

Utility Service Group 12 855-526-4413 www.utilityservice.com

Wade Trim 18 800-482-2864 www.wadetrim.com

WaterTap, Inc. 9 248-437-7023 www.watertapinc.com

West Michigan Instrumentation Systems, Inc. 40 616-837-6148 www.westmichiganinstrumentation.com

Williams & Works 44 800-224-1590 www.williams-works.com

AD INDEX
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The Leading Distributor of 
Water, Sewer & Storm Drain 
Products & Services

Detroit W 
    4901 Dewitt
(734) 398-5950
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    4530 36th St SE
(616) 222-9500
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When you need dependable 
service in the middle of the night, 
the eye of the storm or the center 
of town, you need the waterworks 
experts at Core & Main.

WE’RE ALL  
ABOUT

To foster a world where communities  

thrive because our people and products  

provide safe, sustainable infrastructure  

for generations to come.

OUR VISION

Michigan

http://coreandmain.com


IS NOW

Restoring Michigan’s
Underground Infrastructure

Since 1997

(734) 955-2508
www.granite-inliner.com
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