Justification Letter- MI-AWWA Young Professionals Summit

Date
Dear (Supervisor’s Name),  
I would like to request approval to attend the MI-AWWA Young Professionals Summit, hosted at Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan on March 25–26, 2026.

This summit is a new initiative created by and for early-career professionals in Michigan’s water industry. It is designed to strengthen the skills, knowledge, and leadership capacity of the next generation of water professionals through targeted professional development, industry engagement, and networking opportunities.
Key Benefits of Attendance:
· Technical & Leadership Sessions: March 26 features a full day of technical and managerial presentations, peer-led discussions, and leadership development sessions directly applicable to our work.
· Industry Networking: Attendees will connect with utility leaders, technical experts, vendors, and other young professionals navigating similar challenges across Michigan.
· Workforce & Sector Awareness: This event focuses on supporting career advancement and exposing attendees to the broader landscape of Michigan’s water workforce.
The Summit will kick off on March 25 with a plant tour that includes continuing education credits, followed by an evening networking event.  Meals during the event are covered with the registration.  This includes the evening event on March 25,  as well as breakfast and lunch during the Summit on March 26.

All proceeds from the event support future YP Summit programming and educational scholarships, reinvesting directly into the growth of Michigan’s water workforce.
Estimated Cost Breakdown:
	Expense
	Amount

	Registration
	$35 mbr/45 non-mbr

	Lodging (1 night)
	$________

	Transportation
	$________

	Parking or Transit
	$________

	
Total Estimated
	
$_________



I will coordinate coverage for my responsibilities while I am away and can prepare a short presentation or report upon return to share insights gained with the team.

This event provides a unique opportunity to invest in workforce development while strengthening my ability to contribute meaningfully to our organization and to the water sector at large.

Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

