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Please describe your personal and professional experience with nonprofit
organizations

Nonprofit and community service organizations have been part of my life since | was
young. When | was 13, | started a community garden in Jay to grow fresh produce for
our local food pantry. Fifteen years later, that garden is still serving our community.

Today, | volunteer with SeniorsPlus delivering Meals on Wheels to older residents in our
area. That experience has shown me firsthand that nonprofits often provide far more
than a single service. A meal delivery can also provide a friendly face, a check-in, and
an opportunity for an older neighbor to remain independent and connected to their
community.

| also volunteer with our local food pantry and am involved with the VFW and American
Legion Auxiliaries. These experiences have given me a deep appreciation for the
nonprofit organizations and volunteers who quietly fill gaps, bring people together, and
make life better in our rural communities.

Please describe your top three policy goals.

My top three policy goals are lowering the cost of living, creating good-paying jobs, and
strengthening essential services in our rural communities. | want to reduce the burden
of property taxes, particularly for working families and seniors; support economic
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development that brings quality jobs back to communities like ours; and make sure rural
Mainers can access health care, elder care, childcare, education, public safety, and
other essential services close to home. These priorities are interconnected: strong
communities require both a healthy local economy and the services that allow people to
live, work, raise families, and age with dignity.

Please provide specific ways in which, if elected, you would partner with the
nonprofit sector to achieve the goals of your campaign.

If elected, | would treat nonprofit organizations as partners in both policymaking and
service delivery. Organizations working directly with seniors, veterans, families, people
with disabilities, and people experiencing food or housing insecurity often see problems
before they appear in government statistics. | would regularly seek their input when
developing legislation and evaluating how state programs are working on the ground.

| would also work to make state partnerships with nonprofits more sustainable. That
includes examining reimbursement rates for organizations providing essential services,
reducing unnecessary administrative burdens, improving access to state grants and
programs for smaller rural organizations, and ensuring that state funding reflects the
actual cost of delivering services. My goal would be to maintain an open line of
communication with the nonprofit organizations serving our district and bring their
experiences and ideas with me to Augusta.
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