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NRC ’26 Registration is Open! 

With the arrival of 2026, it's time to 
turn your focus to the greatest open-
platform robotics competition in the 
world! Registration is now open and 
must be completed by Friday, 
February 27, 2026. Thanks to our 
sponsors, our registration fees 
remain the lowest of any event at 
this scale, at only $85 per school/
organization plus $20 per robot 
team entered. 
 
This year we are excited to be 
celebrating 40 YEARS of open-
platform robotics, and we can't wait 
to see the innovative designs your 
students develop for the 2026 NRC! 

 

Register For The NRC 

For forty years, the National 
Robotics Challenge has been 
providing open-platform robotics 
competition in a way that no other 
program can replicate. With low 
entry fees, and twelve unique 
contest options, you can find a 
competition for each of your 
students, regardless of their 
experience. 
 
Download your copy of the 20 2026 
Contest Manual. Let the 
building begin! 
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https://edueverything.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2539e9394ff1dd77556719ee4&id=41ce01c4b0&e=a3b2645829
https://www.thenrc.org/contest-manual
https://www.thenrc.org/contest-manual
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Check Out This NRC Sanctioned Event 

 

Registration is now open for the Northwest Ohio 
Regional Technology (NORTech) Robotics 
Competition, part of the National Robotics 
Challenge (NRC)! This annual event provides an 
incredible platform for students to showcase their 
engineering skills and compete in a variety of 
robotics challenges.    

Who Can Participate? 
Students in grades 6–12 from Ohio and 
surrounding states, including homeschool 
students, are welcome to join. 

Event Details: 
• Date: Thursday, March 5, 2026 (Snow Date: 

Thursday, March 12, 2026) 
• Time: 9:30a – 2p (competitions start closer 

to 10) 
• Location: BGSU Student Union 
• Registration Deadline: Friday February 13th 

(guaranteed t-shirt) 

Late Registration Monday February 23rd (t-shirt not 
guaranteed) 
• Lunch: Lunch is not provided. Please plan 

to bring a brown-bag lunch; space will be 
available for eating. 
◦ We hope to have an update about 

sponsoring a lunch for all students, teachers 
& volunteers. For now, please plan to bring a 
lunch or lunch money for the BGSU Student 
Union Falcon Nest Cafeteria 

👉  Register Now 

• You will be able to update your registration 
until February 13th. 

• A link to update will be provided in your 
confirmation e-mail. This way you can 
tentatively register early and go back to fill in 
student t-shirt sizes at another time. 

👉  Learn More 

You're Invited to 
DesignColumbus 2026

  

Registration is now open for DesignColumbus — 
Ohio's premier event to connect with the 
transformation of our built environment to be more 
healthy, prosperous and sustainable. 
DesignColumbus will once again offer an inspiring 
keynote address, a vibrant expo hall, tons of 
networking opportunities and an amazing variety 
of educational sessions. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
 
DesignColumbus 2026 
When: March 16 from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Where: Mitchell Hall, Columbus State 
Community College 

Register 

Announcing our education-packed program 

We're pleased to announce the exciting program 
for DesignColumbus. Join us for a full day of 
sessions showcasing how sustainability, 
innovation and preservation are reshaping the built 
environment across Ohio and beyond. The 
program highlights practical strategies for reusing 
existing buildings, advancing circular and zero 
waste design, reducing operational and embodied 
carbon and applying emerging tools such as LEED 
v5, building performance standards, AI-driven 
analytics, prefabrication and 3D printing. 
 
Case studies range from historic barns and 
Victorian homes to net-zero offices, healthcare 
facilities, workplaces and affordable housing — 

https://www.thenrc.org
https://www.thenrc.org
https://forms.bgsu.edu/250626245795868
https://www.bgsu.edu/pre-college-programs/nortech-robotics-competition.html
https://build.usgbc.org/e/413862/2026-01-07/26n1lj6/3421798469/h/l1G6cczeXBBkVXPg1rCdxg9xckDqOwB199Xt4iwGVxE
https://build.usgbc.org/e/413862/e-en-US-status-30-view-listing/26n1lj9/3421798469/h/l1G6cczeXBBkVXPg1rCdxg9xckDqOwB199Xt4iwGVxE
https://build.usgbc.org/e/413862/e-en-US-status-30-view-listing/26n1lj9/3421798469/h/l1G6cczeXBBkVXPg1rCdxg9xckDqOwB199Xt4iwGVxE
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demonstrating that high performance can be 
achieved across building types and scales. The 
agenda also provides robust continuing education 
opportunities, while emphasizing collaboration, 
workforce development, wellness and measurable 
outcomes that position Columbus as a leader in 
forward-looking green building practice. 

View program 

More about the event 

Continuing Education 

Attendees can earn AIA and GBCI continuing 
education units (CEUs) by attending our exciting 
lineup of education sessions. Those attending the 
full event can earn up to 5 CEUs in one day. 

Expo 

Experience the latest high-tech materials from 50 
of the industry's most innovative building product 
manufacturers. Tap into the expertise of some of 
the region's best brands, face-to-face, at the expo. 

Networking 

Take advantage of a host of opportunities to 
connect with your colleagues. Besides the Expo, 
education sessions and breaks, please plan to join 
us at our Happy Hour — which not only offers 
more time to spend with those you know and those 
you want to meet, but also gives you a chance to 
win great prizes! 

2026 NASA STEM 
Enhancement in Earth and 
Space Science (SEES) 
Internship
Application Deadline: Sunday, Feb. 22 

The SEES Summer Intern Program is a nationally 
competitive STEM experience for high school 
students hosted by the University of Texas Center 
for Space Research. Interns collaborate with 
NASA, academic, and industry experts using 
mission data across disciplines such as 
aerospace, astronomy, planetary science, remote 

sensing, microgravity research, and space 
geodetic techniques. Interns take part in mission-
based projects and strengthen teamwork, 
communication, and professional skills critical to 
the nation’s future science and engineering 
workforce. 

 

Current high school sophomores and juniors who 
are U.S. citizens are eligible to apply. Click here 
to learn more.  

NEO:STEM Now Newsletters

Building the Future of STEM in Northeast Ohio 

Connecting schools, businesses, and communities 
to inspire curiosity, develop future-ready STEM 
skills, and open doors to new opportunities. 

Read January 9 Newsletter here 

Read January 16 Newsletter here 

Score with STEM News 

https://build.usgbc.org/e/413862/sessions-/26n1ljd/3421798469/h/l1G6cczeXBBkVXPg1rCdxg9xckDqOwB199Xt4iwGVxE
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pHxdU6dt6gc4AZcNqSLYgeCi3BrTX8_iVjCSElmWcE2BUBHZ3a4MOGuW9cFVfdJw1mrL3bkAEX490BsH7p6Wr7xrhWEGAA7EsnFvuOJyBr9yeCAf1BYi_BoZaAWN0ikPjM5F8ju3_ZzQQmP9eJFqncU-ND3lPbepgtr-HoRWnIfC42qT9MlVDu_F_-yQUcC3GiGbxS7iiUeawaczjtoQAbH1Ud51JpbmRyGR64xp5wA=&c=F56x643T9xcmCttVLJCi7ZvT6_2Kku9tl3rfZ-rUeNeTHeleGcv0xA==&ch=uXg9tAiqsGTZJQ7TNYVDb8Ce-8JbIUy_9yUrKXtM8WWirBJqBZEfuw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pHxdU6dt6gc4AZcNqSLYgeCi3BrTX8_iVjCSElmWcE2BUBHZ3a4MOGuW9cFVfdJw1mrL3bkAEX490BsH7p6Wr7xrhWEGAA7EsnFvuOJyBr9yeCAf1BYi_BoZaAWN0ikPjM5F8ju3_ZzQQmP9eJFqncU-ND3lPbepgtr-HoRWnIfC42qT9MlVDu_F_-yQUcC3GiGbxS7iiUeawaczjtoQAbH1Ud51JpbmRyGR64xp5wA=&c=F56x643T9xcmCttVLJCi7ZvT6_2Kku9tl3rfZ-rUeNeTHeleGcv0xA==&ch=uXg9tAiqsGTZJQ7TNYVDb8Ce-8JbIUy_9yUrKXtM8WWirBJqBZEfuw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pHxdU6dt6gc4AZcNqSLYgeCi3BrTX8_iVjCSElmWcE2BUBHZ3a4MOGuW9cFVfdJw1mrL3bkAEX490BsH7p6Wr7xrhWEGAA7EsnFvuOJyBr9yeCAf1BYi_BoZaAWN0ikPjM5F8ju3_ZzQQmP9eJFqncU-ND3lPbepgtr-HoRWnIfC42qT9MlVDu_F_-yQUcC3GiGbxS7iiUeawaczjtoQAbH1Ud51JpbmRyGR64xp5wA=&c=F56x643T9xcmCttVLJCi7ZvT6_2Kku9tl3rfZ-rUeNeTHeleGcv0xA==&ch=uXg9tAiqsGTZJQ7TNYVDb8Ce-8JbIUy_9yUrKXtM8WWirBJqBZEfuw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pHxdU6dt6gc4AZcNqSLYgeCi3BrTX8_iVjCSElmWcE2BUBHZ3a4MOGuW9cFVfdJw1mrL3bkAEX490BsH7p6Wr7xrhWEGAA7EsnFvuOJyBr9yeCAf1BYi_BoZaAWN0ikPjM5F8ju3_ZzQQmP9eJFqncU-ND3lPbepgtr-HoRWnIfC42qT9MlVDu_F_-yQUcC3GiGbxS7iiUeawaczjtoQAbH1Ud51JpbmRyGR64xp5wA=&c=F56x643T9xcmCttVLJCi7ZvT6_2Kku9tl3rfZ-rUeNeTHeleGcv0xA==&ch=uXg9tAiqsGTZJQ7TNYVDb8Ce-8JbIUy_9yUrKXtM8WWirBJqBZEfuw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pHxdU6dt6gc4AZcNqSLYgeCi3BrTX8_iVjCSElmWcE2BUBHZ3a4MOGuW9cFVfdJw1mrL3bkAEX490BsH7p6Wr7xrhWEGAA7EsnFvuOJyBr9yeCAf1BYi_BoZaAWN0ikPjM5F8ju3_ZzQQmP9eJFqncU-ND3lPbepgtr-HoRWnIfC42qT9MlVDu_F_-yQUcC3GiGbxS7iiUeawaczjtoQAac4DF3V1wpNw9oSS1_a04I=&c=F56x643T9xcmCttVLJCi7ZvT6_2Kku9tl3rfZ-rUeNeTHeleGcv0xA==&ch=uXg9tAiqsGTZJQ7TNYVDb8Ce-8JbIUy_9yUrKXtM8WWirBJqBZEfuw==
https://mailchi.mp/b1aa9db6443f/new-year-new-stem-opportunities-in-northeast-ohio-12176167?e=c7616605bf
https://mailchi.mp/c3b33b4d7d2d/new-year-new-stem-opportunities-in-northeast-ohio-12176173?e=c7616605bf
https://mailchi.mp/167858521205/new-year-new-stem-opportunities-in-northeast-ohio-12176194?e=c7616605bf
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The Daily STEM
Read January 19 edition here 

Drones in School 
News

 

More Races This Month! 

Earn season points and qualify for 
the Season Championship in Detroit, 
Michigan! Click the links below to 
download the tracks and instructions 
so you don't miss an opportunity 
to compete. 

January Virtual Race 

Submit Your Files by 11:59 PM on 
January 31st 

January Simulator Race 
(The FINAL Sim Race of 2025-26) 

Post Times in VelociDrone by 11:59 
PM on January 31st 

Read full Mid-January newsletter

Empower Your 
Classroom With 
ExCITE II Cohort 3! 
Are you passionate about preparing 
your students for the future of 
technology and engineering? The 
ExCITE II program is now recruiting 
high school technology & 
engineering educators for Cohort 
3 (26-27 school year), and this is 
your opportunity to be part of a 
national initiative that’s transforming 
how students experience computer 
science and engineering design. We 
consider a target program to offer 
these types of concepts to the 
students: woodworking, 3d printing, 
CAD, CNC, drafting, robotics, 
engineering design process,  etc. We 
are not targeting computer science 
educators. 

Through ExCITE II, you’ll receive 
comprehensive training to teach AP 
Computer Science Principles 
(CSP) byDesign, a course that 

https://mailchi.mp/7dc656b47ee2/new-issue-of-the-daily-stem-more?e=f9a551287c
https://mailchi.mp/05f6352b92d8/sim-race-winners-fl-statute-93450-info-drones-in-school-news-10367274?e=a3b2645829
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blends computational thinking with hands-on, 
project-based learning. This isn’t just professional 
development, it’s a chance to elevate your 
teaching, expand your students’ opportunities, and 
join a vibrant community of educators committed 
to innovation in STEM education. 

As a participant, you’ll receive a full class set of 
robotics and computer control kits (valued at 
$2,800) that will remain with your school district 
after the program. You’ll also earn a $2,000 
stipend, with half paid at the start of the school 
year and the remainder upon completion of your 
project research notes. All travel, lodging, and 
meal expenses for in-person events are fully 
reimbursed, so you can focus on learning and 
collaboration without financial stress. In addition, 
you’ll become a certified College Board AP CSP 
teacher, receive a free one-year ITEEA 
membership, and qualify for 90 hours of 
continuing education credit; a powerful boost to 
your professional credentials. 

 If you're ready to bring hands-on, design-based 
computer science education to your students and 
grow as a leader in your field, we encourage you 
to apply today. Learn more and apply here 

10 cohort seats left for the 26-27 school year, do 
not delay!

Turning Failure Into Fuel:  
How Self-Reflection Shapes 
Design Success
ITEEA STEM Sparks 

What really happens when beginning designers 
face failure? Andrew Jackson’s article, “Does that 
mean it’s a success?”: Beginning Designers’ 
Forethought and Self-Reflection in Engineering 
Design Thinking (Journal of Technology Education, 
Spring 2025), dives deep into the mindset and 
strategies of high school students tackling an 
iterative soft robotics challenge. Through think-
aloud protocols, design artifacts, and interviews, 
Jackson reveals how forethought and self-
reflection—two critical phases of self-regulation—

shape students’ ability to persist, adapt, and learn 
from setbacks. 

The study uncovers striking contrasts: some teams 
embrace iteration and view failure as a stepping 
stone, while others fixate on early ideas and 
rationalize partial success to avoid further effort. 
These behaviors highlight the powerful interplay 
between planning, evaluation, and decision-
making in design thinking. Jackson argues that 
teaching students not just what to do but what to 
think during design can transform frustration into 
productive learning moments. 

What are some of the ways that educators can 
help students develop stronger design thinking 
and self-regulation skills? 

Read more 

Celebrate 30 Years of 
Exoplanet Discovery
With NASA's Universe 
of Learning﻿

Thirty years ago, astronomers confirmed the first 
planet orbiting another star – a moment that 
changed how we see the universe. Today, more 
than 5,000 exoplanets have been discovered, 
revealing worlds that are hot, cold, rocky, stormy, 
and everything in between. 

To celebrate this milestone, NASA’s Universe of 
Learning invites informal educators, museum staff, 
and community science leaders to explore the new 
30 Years of Exoplanets facilitator guide. This 
story-first resource brings the science of 
exoplanets to life through interactive tools, visuals, 
and adaptable learning activities. 

https://www.iteea.org/excite
https://www.iteea.org/news/stem-sparks
https://www.iteea.org/news/stem-sparks-january-2026
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGvpLZqdu75eytgnRo_6Y9Z-1rlZEIW1Ywmp7jty3ks19bVmH65Ml2iStFpfqAqdirDsVgNreP9_jRAr-yf12Yf9fSFY6Tc8oRJvCDh6a2gJYBkE3mjJ5vQmvLuaS2Upjsm8TrZcRM9v45mylJWBW6fPFYtuAK-etlhhB3QIoAuZnC-8LL0IWQy1jPYgmX0Tvz0ej2bu2dORU8SeSiPwvkWGoQBQPFqoa0Cq1NzCYQ8=&c=5nWcOVtQxojNuQx-NMkvUefvJH8VKkJIHYogCCfHSVBE2aViv2wgRg==&ch=LFju5c2HcJh1mtovmCRG6uyjZSSXU5XAX6OOFDDYLmSQodIicOSdvw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGvpLZqdu75eytgnRo_6Y9Z-1rlZEIW1Ywmp7jty3ks19bVmH65Ml2iStFpfqAqdirDsVgNreP9_jRAr-yf12Yf9fSFY6Tc8oRJvCDh6a2gJYBkE3mjJ5vQmvLuaS2Upjsm8TrZcRM9v45mylJWBW6fPFYtuAK-etlhhB3QIoAuZnC-8LL0IWQy1jPYgmX0Tvz0ej2bu2dORU8SeSiPwvkWGoQBQPFqoa0Cq1NzCYQ8=&c=5nWcOVtQxojNuQx-NMkvUefvJH8VKkJIHYogCCfHSVBE2aViv2wgRg==&ch=LFju5c2HcJh1mtovmCRG6uyjZSSXU5XAX6OOFDDYLmSQodIicOSdvw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGvpLZqdu75eytgnRo_6Y9Z-1rlZEIW1Ywmp7jty3ks19bVmH65Ml2iStFpfqAqdirDsVgNreP9_jRAr-yf12Yf9fSFY6Tc8oRJvCDh6a2gJYBkE3mjJ5vQmvLuaS2Upjsm8TrZcRM9v45mylJWBW6fPFYtuAK-etlhhB3QIoAuZnC-8LL0IWQy1jPYgmX0Tvz0ej2bu2dORU8SeSiPwvkWGoQBQPFqo_bJI5tHEkVs=&c=5nWcOVtQxojNuQx-NMkvUefvJH8VKkJIHYogCCfHSVBE2aViv2wgRg==&ch=LFju5c2HcJh1mtovmCRG6uyjZSSXU5XAX6OOFDDYLmSQodIicOSdvw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGvpLZqdu75eytgnRo_6Y9Z-1rlZEIW1Ywmp7jty3ks19bVmH65Ml2iStFpfqAqdirDsVgNreP9_jRAr-yf12Yf9fSFY6Tc8oRJvCDh6a2gJYBkE3mjJ5vQmvLuaS2Upjsm8TrZcRM9v45mylJWBW6fPFYtuAK-etlhhB3QIoAuZnC-8LL0IWQy1jPYgmX0Tvz0ej2bu2dORU8SeSiPwvkWGoQBQPFqo_bJI5tHEkVs=&c=5nWcOVtQxojNuQx-NMkvUefvJH8VKkJIHYogCCfHSVBE2aViv2wgRg==&ch=LFju5c2HcJh1mtovmCRG6uyjZSSXU5XAX6OOFDDYLmSQodIicOSdvw==
https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGvpLZqdu75eytgnRo_6Y9Z-1rlZEIW1Ywmp7jty3ks19bVmH65Ml2iStFpfqAqdirDsVgNreP9_jRAr-yf12Yf9fSFY6Tc8oRJvCDh6a2gJYBkE3mjJ5vQmvLuaS2Upjsm8TrZcRM9v45mylJWBW6fPFYtuAK-etlhhB3QIoAuZnC-8LL0IWQy1jPYgmX0Tvz0ej2bu2dORU8SeSiPwvkWGoQBQPFqot3iI4WQZgfY=&c=5nWcOVtQxojNuQx-NMkvUefvJH8VKkJIHYogCCfHSVBE2aViv2wgRg==&ch=LFju5c2HcJh1mtovmCRG6uyjZSSXU5XAX6OOFDDYLmSQodIicOSdvw==
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Educators can explore: 
• A narrative journey through 30 years of 

exoplanet discovery 
• Ready-to-use activities like DIY Planet 

Search and Exoplanet Trading Cards 
• Visuals from Webb, Hubble, and the 

Exoplanet Travel Bureau 

Looking for more out-of-this-world resources? Visit 
NASA’s Universe of Learning website to find 
ways to connect with the science of NASA 
astrophysics.﻿ 

Featured PBS Learning 
Media Picks  




Organizing for Innovation 

Provide students with an opportunity to investigate 
how engineers overcame challenges to meet 
certain criteria when they were designing a Double 
Dutch machine and see the benefit of having 
multiple perspectives on a team when solving a 
complex problem. 

Explore

 

Nature Works - To Make Clean Energy 

Explore where our energy comes from, what 
makes certain types of energy renewable and 

sustainable, and what makes a good environment 
for harnessing sustainable power. 

Explore 

A Super Duper Wombat Whirligig 

 

Explore the design process through an animated 
story and a hands-on activity in this lesson from 
Work It Out Wombats! The design process is a 
foundational engineering and computational 
thinking (CT) skill used when creating something 
like a work of art or an invention. 

Explore 

Pathways, Girls Who Code’s 
Free, Virtual Summer Program



Pathways is Girls Who Code’s free, virtual summer 
program for high school girls and nonbinary 
students to explore tech, build in-demand skills, 
and create projects that make a difference—no 
experience required! 

 

https://8nhsi76ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGvpLZqdu75eytgnRo_6Y9Z-1rlZEIW1Ywmp7jty3ks19bVmH65Mlx8vSOxaxlHhc-sSHN05DLBL_bkoaGAHFOWo2mB-yF3ftrSTq7h1oHi11y8P8-gSNAI6cRbyckQl5AbOD1lDq8pRW8zVMMQ_W10HTVGeLJ18hH5FpqTE3Jo=&c=5nWcOVtQxojNuQx-NMkvUefvJH8VKkJIHYogCCfHSVBE2aViv2wgRg==&ch=LFju5c2HcJh1mtovmCRG6uyjZSSXU5XAX6OOFDDYLmSQodIicOSdvw==
https://links.iterable.com/u/click?_t=bbb5324795804af0955960d76758e336&_m=8bf4faa9218e47eda183a2a057c6ed7f&_e=hk9FjloBFapn2H-raUe00xjV2DrIw66scW0ExOvATAg7l101QguekO6Xz-sIYoasi7pJTOyFeyPDUclteheulRhrWG2T-i3shHlt1NT5k8kJluf2KA7h0G-2rnlVzpsz3rd6hKlolHuwU2PztJLdPzJDy_WZtEXZay2F6a3rf9AMqaMDaOQUVd81vkLsu5nQ8Elu-tvFMZSGgKAhw1j8jZKM21z2ZyZkmkayXkUXhe8WL7uW8yaqZ3ufoEP9WPTU83Pff8midpXIs6VTffEoqeh3N2L718__eG17DY1Zme1bC5-_TXhQM-3QMZAzzhohjzwxbZ-XE2OTxc2z9NqtOA1s-Z-6t0EOCUTgSEyg37Vz8A05j3rPHk_Ej_Fd1YKjI8Dvh2PO4bMYWe4s_V2K6sQIQai1DhaLRzjm-WrRMx9MVelTBDCn2L9jCDHVKhEogaRwMLJqDxk3yH2AVJVWKPcQsY2AewsrqezUIn49gpzqQmrxG9kiZ05tMYX8A2kCK9ZTAPNDBZJUXOS6yBsx8fr2ZoKZ8zDeXzl0EK9ORS8MqhtTfV6kpJzF2L5fz71p9Ior7djEeWpdYSRd-Yh2CmmQjA_urJO_jXei3suYbx_454EwV1J1W4ytIOGiKACt
https://links.iterable.com/u/click?_t=bbb5324795804af0955960d76758e336&_m=8bf4faa9218e47eda183a2a057c6ed7f&_e=hk9FjloBFapn2H-raUe00xjV2DrIw66scW0ExOvATAg7l101QguekO6Xz-sIYoasi7pJTOyFeyPDUclteheulRhrWG2T-i3shHlt1NT5k8kJluf2KA7h0G-2rnlVzpsz3rd6hKlolHuwU2PztJLdPzJDy_WZtEXZay2F6a3rf9AMqaMDaOQUVd81vkLsu5nQ8Elu-tvFMZSGgKAhw1j8jZKM21z2ZyZkmkayXkUXhe8WL7uW8yaqZ3ufoEP9WPTU83Pff8midpXIs6VTffEoqTzLCwdmWipRLfKxoVQI_-tNQaGDcvLugFIMFxKqxfF8szrdoyu_qBpXR3RkOZVPjFt6lBw5ORF5_GhvtIqV_VBifUZt1r0w3bYHdPpq7BiXCr5MxJfvCFoHTbuSFOIhVF9Jy572Agev2MeqPpWGO-A4hErcnFO5sBycflQAA7_7jByVlQ9gC9ztwDHFpKuDjk6NJa6wvCrL9nN_nUBn-rEAkvp0FjzSKtHO86dwagwoxL6wkOPpVmO_kJjDuxoMmISZ5cusFqZ8Eu-ISybRCVAMF1IX5gP0lX-HwUCG5pnb9-Id4wInHf78NCO8tiM6yGIRD1YUjZkJM__qprIU_a4ZrxRX5jAMLwq8ejvfUu4D
https://links.iterable.com/u/click?_t=bbb5324795804af0955960d76758e336&_m=8bf4faa9218e47eda183a2a057c6ed7f&_e=hk9FjloBFapn2H-raUe00xjV2DrIw66scW0ExOvATAg7l101QguekO6Xz-sIYoas4angqQZBuqIFD4sLirngollY7iYKpgbQheX1kdHPDynT0kOZ29piUZsJ0UxJU3V9w77-EiF5ggcjBadmVCJEjWNjBsMLXYRnogcY_tNOkxKi-UGvPy9Xdb0nWBLOlFCF7xJglySY384WaXdgmGtSWj9Ly1NoJgGg2Vv8a42NN4meZLKPNLdn58Rq7MFZXJ76dK6YfYYWeawngnCbSvRAk334FL3y7PMNMIYEI4y1j_pVEHXV2Qn0Kav6QJ5d3atlmkVAsz994Guyy0AQBdISIAFgD1IxZ3lwVZ2z4GCT7pdO5lnDCTg98_96idovmVBQnWLw_v9sO0o-H-pnMKzSvsWZOGh-oHqkI8IT_D0hE2YjOgbJLchH9khXI75ulq2-80yX586LqHVJunK2AvVSZdofRAP2SgdkD2gtjgcnAmSd7DW7m8OtSzrBKbVx6BShbVr2DEBBSOHTRWsKeexVc9OJBNC7LgrP_8QlTYzueAOKvbm2tLM9QtFrXNW1cCiXa-pNbs_mvr1YsaAr4mfsVvfMVF2inKdtTW9c3wjnHoLGO17z_od0OduVGcc8yzhPi3d1g0Xd4Q6S-7DVnaxgWNy_3U4BKM3ekwJLwxDuVe7vAEvV1cLIGQE8ReYfJZA-SQ6tXfWfnrGs6NQmoYRm7SIC5ohEtWcEx0BGPTsRXDmms4lHLyNtRZCV0wtZtJ1e
https://links.iterable.com/u/click?_t=bbb5324795804af0955960d76758e336&_m=8bf4faa9218e47eda183a2a057c6ed7f&_e=hk9FjloBFapn2H-raUe00xjV2DrIw66scW0ExOvATAg7l101QguekO6Xz-sIYoas4angqQZBuqIFD4sLirngollY7iYKpgbQheX1kdHPDynT0kOZ29piUZsJ0UxJU3V9w77-EiF5ggcjBadmVCJEjWNjBsMLXYRnogcY_tNOkxKi-UGvPy9Xdb0nWBLOlFCF7xJglySY384WaXdgmGtSWj9Ly1NoJgGg2Vv8a42NN4meZLKPNLdn58Rq7MFZXJ76dK6YfYYWeawngnCbSvRAk334FL3y7PMNMIYEI4y1j_pVEHXV2Qn0Kav6QJ5d3atlmkVAsz994Guyy0AQBdISIF76ePR--AAuO0kz7uJu9fcA7HahYgIjQVX_5lDtL8uvBMVIXbACL5T1ds24O8-ldYHjwEUSJXm1XN7UlYkBkun0ivuWPpyKKBF5eah9hrUxP4QID1vUCLD6Hs80lDGA7UJ2D5axS-TCLGKVSdjli7YnXOqHJl4KR3XjRdJVZVTHu541pt1shKHbbcloALIcijGKVm3xqGkb3CQGyyD76g9UoUjf8k04pytLdDYCV3CDuWKwOYbs22arU6LeNemYjtaKSut-_-etzi1eWK3pHvDOW7p9QLVvXrTK6RqV8I1taP2AC2yDfaOkSvlmjJglPcU6yKNaLW1l6-fShq-QL6eCV23upZDQd602IJiqmeSarYfUSH6spOLONct-SriTYTcWT8oYEMmvHQ5AjGS88gNvpL1jHsJMzfxnog-_46gI
https://links.iterable.com/u/click?_t=bbb5324795804af0955960d76758e336&_m=dd14ae98a6ca46609ff18c311b29e74b&_e=9e9ChUZYcdMFaddgvMXO2xLSagTHbWJoFYTtorMgStVARuO7rXm7BZRT4SLnQXO0vA1ixiwPsf8MwSnPnfcXXRv74uCRChIAln9U5HfrIJ3iUVV9wBWQvVpWR_gLkFhY_8KPMWBAlgBfc_zUe9qn_VD9b19d9dkqAwFQ17gIWUZO0SbVbyVi66Zq6xuEbXFhyGdLGLrAW5UIcPRzEUGMk3-GXGHByqvGCnDIALZdeOS-n-D8D3zUj_MywUVL-Ti4cYfihk5HLsi7AJYJD5HnpQj5EEqol-Ikte0A8algSqW0twG79_yf7EbadOTR5rBz_Pi88yXVmO-eeVUI5_gsbER39bK2CKNbEuvL2-qGR2PRfLq9Q26klqwuuRalvpdZ6wwpzfojdX25Adp43usGkNmNgQwts4fDlJMk-1tEeQBdoI5EptsKpv1vEfaPF15hiCw5CiiFiHau5pQZytMT43cQRFKnnFPlVVVpBZoMOY3pbMLSZCireiS4CVYo3Jvq1YGzHLLJPQkIh7_8Gn8_xLcU8Npv1L6ij5jRZnQLSFo6NTnA6IcjPcfAdZIiRUKzypjet7OjiPD_SnkZYilOf1HObIIOGhdQVsFmHMIWS4Zq_1Y5J3YWvQgwL34OVYkl_gi4lHELf_dGPJGx7jdLn_mr7-_ByDz-r_WL8yQllE0o9-3T_Nw8p255wgCfjxWOrU1XGvwRZu0idl4WLxfeI5NgrcfOgWexd5ePpaRgsbc%3D
https://links.iterable.com/u/click?_t=bbb5324795804af0955960d76758e336&_m=dd14ae98a6ca46609ff18c311b29e74b&_e=9e9ChUZYcdMFaddgvMXO2xLSagTHbWJoFYTtorMgStVARuO7rXm7BZRT4SLnQXO0vA1ixiwPsf8MwSnPnfcXXRv74uCRChIAln9U5HfrIJ3iUVV9wBWQvVpWR_gLkFhY_8KPMWBAlgBfc_zUe9qn_VD9b19d9dkqAwFQ17gIWUZO0SbVbyVi66Zq6xuEbXFhyGdLGLrAW5UIcPRzEUGMk3-GXGHByqvGCnDIALZdeOS-n-D8D3zUj_MywUVL-Ti4cYfihk5HLsi7AJYJD5HnpQj5EEqol-Ikte0A8algSqW0twG79_yf7EbadOTR5rBz_Pi88yXVmO-eeVUI5_gsbFx2XQm0qB5RihT2dlBh2D-mmSJtNKp4EVfOeJ8OyQB_MRZ3v9jwlOu4HXGazbdmNz9O8sL-cRFT2ooDR9JsaKsNoWII5hGtpWvFAjRXvgXnzlW9PPDMeWkoFN5p119x2FTjKGoCbGTu1N6dqXl_ZxiQvWC8dtzRpwLD9cwcnCip0Hj0FHtWsFVgxwx9Dp0NbaMuyQ-rX4Ns7HnlUJ_QnL3ES0TtPq-IbbS-nCEycQjk-osL0DHDoT3gpJSDrKAroGINKxd736R7jxNYlwM2gA1n81vCSdJTRULmbu6E5CHSsGmQGgGrfmw3ZbgyecArN49xsMgi_-ldDQoJGCTYXZBUZYkRHWQZUbhkpvyUuyiBJWMyFnUgJ4vwFqrUF8A5LtgdTnYTYZAzjxy0J6Fn-3E%3D
https://girlswhocode.cmail19.com/t/d-l-giyujjt-ihzellky-y/
https://girlswhocode.cmail19.com/t/d-l-giyujjt-ihzellky-y/
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Over seven weeks of flexible learning (June 29-
August 14, 2026), students can choose from 
courses like AI, cybersecurity, game design, data 
science, and web development, while connecting 
with peers and industry mentors. 

The Pathways application is now open! 📥  Apply 
by February 25 for priority consideration; 
applications close April 10. 

APPLY TODAY 🚀  

Teaching Position Open in 
Worthington City Schools
• Technology Education Teaching Position for 

the 2026 - 2027 School Year 
• JobID:  3171  
• Position Type:  HIGH SCHOOL TEACHING/

Industrial-Technology Education 
• Date Posted:  1/16/2026 
• Location:  Worthington Kilbourne High School 
• Date Available:  08/17/2026 
• Closing Date:  01/23/2026 
• License:  Industrial Technology or Technology 

Education License is preferred for this position.  
If this license is not held, must be willing to 
obtain a Technology Education Licensure from 
ODE. This is a 3-year pathway to obtain the 
required Technology Education License.  

More info at Teach In Worthington 

The Circuit:  
News From COSI
JUST ANNOUNCED! A new kind of experience 
is coming to COSI January 30th! 

Meet Verse COSI, an immersive augmented 
experience which puts you at the center of an 
engaging story, a story where YOU are the main 
character. Guests can walk around wearing fully 
transparent glasses that allow you to see and 
interact with 3D characters, vibrant worlds, and 
engaging storylines. It’s not virtual reality. It’s 
augmented reality! That means you stay 
connected to the real world while the story comes 

to life around you. Tickets for Verse COSI go on 
sale Friday, January 23. 

 

Mark your calendars! COSI Science Festival is 
back this year from April 29 - May 2, 2026! 

There several ways you can participate! Join us as 
a guest at any of our many community events from 
April 29 through May 1. Join us for our Big Science 
Celebration May 2, onsite at COSI. Apply to host a 
community event. Apply to be an exhibitor at the 
Big Science Celebration. Nominate a STEAM Star!  

Read more 

Ohio Energy Project News and 
Updates 

 

New! Student Question of the Month! 

We’re excited to launch our Student Question of 
the Month—a new way to spark curiosity and 
connect classroom learning to real-world energy, 
STEM, and careers in energy.

Each month, we’ll select a student-submitted 
question and answer it in a short, engaging video 
shared on our social media channels. Questions 
can be about anything from how electricity gets to 
our homes to careers in energy or how energy 
impacts the environment.

https://girlswhocode.cmail19.com/t/d-l-giyujjt-ihzellky-t/
https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/work-in-worthington/teach-in-worthington
http://Pathways%20is%20Girls%20Who%20Code%E2%80%99s%20free,%20virtual%20summer%20program
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How Teachers Can Participate: 

Invite your students to submit their questions and 
send them to roseanna.vasquez@ohioenergy.org. 
You’re welcome to submit one question or a few 
from your class.

Be sure to follow Ohio Energy Project on social 
media  to see if your students’ questions are 
selected—and students can also submit questions 
directly through our upcoming social media posts.

Thank you for helping us encourage curiosity, 
critical thinking, and student voice. We can’t wait 
to see what your students are wondering about! 

Lego League Jr. 2026
The Ohio State College of Engineering CARE 
Office's Outreach and Engagement team is 
working with an excellent student organization, 
Lambda Psi, to present “Lego League Jr.”. 
Students 6-10 years old will get the opportunity to 
be mentored by Ohio State engineering students 
as they build a Lego kit in teams and work through 
the engineering process. This free program will be 
held at Northland High School every Saturday 
from 2/7-3/7, 10am-12:30pm. Snacks will be 
provided. Please note that a parent or guardian 
must be in attendance with their child throughout 
the entirety of the program. Spots are limited, so 
be sure to register by January 30th to reserve your 
child's spot! 

Click the link to register: www.go.osu.edu/
legoleagueregistration2026 

We are also offering this opportunity to high school 
volunteers looking for skill development in 
teaching, mentorship, and project management 
while fulfilling service hours. High schoolers will 
assist the OSU engineering students and are 
required to attend volunteer training at Ohio State 
University on January 30th.   

Click the link to sign up as a high school volunteer: 
https://forms.office.com/r/rPPLe7tCaV 

Read more from the newsletter 

 

 

http://www.go.osu.edu/legoleague26registration
http://www.go.osu.edu/legoleague26registration
http://www.go.osu.edu/legoleague26registration
https://forms.office.com/r/rPPLe7tCaV
https://mailchi.mp/01a8df9c395b/fueling-the-final-stretch-may-energy-news-for-educators-18241529?e=7e60b9ed74
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Ohio Fuel Cell and 
Hydrogen Coalition
Read the January 9 OFCHC Global Spotlight here 

The STEM Pulse
The January 9 edition is out with news, funding 
and event information. Also includes a link to the 
monthly STEM Talk podcast. 

Read the January 9 issue. 

Do You Have Everything You 
Need for Engineers Week?

 

Engineers Week (February 22-28, 2026) is more 
than a week-long celebration of a profession- it’s a 
movement to show young people that engineering 
is creative, collaborative, and most importantly, 
open to everyone.  

This year’s theme, Transform Your Future, is a 
powerful reminder that engineering doesn’t just 
shape our world- it shapes our opportunities, our 
communities, and the futures we can imagine for 
ourselves and our children.  

Learn more! Join our next webinar on January 28 
to explore how to celebrate engineers and inspire 
the next generation and visit our Engineers Week 
webpage for free downloadable resources. 

Finding Rube Goldberg A 
Granddaughter’s Journey
Join a lively online conversation with our Creative 
Director, Jennifer George. Two consecutive 
Wednesdays, January 28th and February 4th at 
4pm EST. 

 

 

Register here 50% off code; RUBE50 

Work Progresses on $13M 
Multipurpose Center in Ohio
Construction is progressing on The Bridge, a $13 
million multipurpose education, health and 
community center at Bridgeport High School in 
Ohio. The new building is designed with a focus on 
career readiness, offering students from 
elementary through high school a range of 
programs to build awareness and foundational 
skills. The curriculum includes career exploration 
at the middle school level and guidance to help 
upper-level students make informed career 
choices, ensuring graduates are prepared to 
pursue various career pathways. 

Full Story: WTOV-TV (Steubenville, Ohio) (1/12) 

Interesting Facts
• The Secrets Behind 5 Optical Illusions 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Jan-09--2026---OFCHC-News-Feed.html?soid=1102433539921&aid=qEeY1N3F--4
https://mailchi.mp/068d6ca5f20e/stem-pulse-june-27-4894243?e=7b4fdba9fa
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5817520918445/WN_s0XGjL9sSXarC8jVUkByYg#/registration
https://discovere.cmail19.com/t/y-l-azxkt-dtnkihylu-j/
https://discovere.cmail19.com/t/y-l-azxkt-dtnkihylu-j/
https://link.sbstck.com/redirect/c6c8cccc-befa-47af-9b08-fd789a0f9557?j=eyJ1Ijoia2o3bnAifQ.IsUwRfrIP4tHDn6WZB1n0aqyzjvz5vkragOssiSly5E
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/uGknCBdoovDHgqbVCigKfXCicNkNJI?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/uGknCBdoovDHgqbVCigKfXCicNkNJI?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/uGknCBdoovDHgqbVCigKfXCicNkNJI?format=multipart
https://interestingfacts.com/optical-illusion-secrets/?lctg=8ac9c703-8c45-40ee-a237-26a3f1e2d14e
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Ohio Pitch Challenge - Video 
Submissions Now Open
 

 

It’s time to begin submitting your students’ pitch 
videos for the 2026 Ohio Pitch Challenge! The 
submission deadline is March 2, 2026. 

There are two ways to enter. To get started with 
either submission option, create an account in our 
submission portal and select whether you are 
entering as a student or an educator: 

1. Individual Student Submission 
If your students have access to a computer, 
they may upload their video submissions 
themselves. If you would like to confirm 
which students have submitted, please 
contact mdwilson@us.edu after you have 
provided your students with a specific 
classroom deadline. 

2. Classroom Submission 
If you prefer to collect and submit all videos 
on behalf of your students, you may do so 
using the official submission template. 
Please complete one line per video and be 
sure to include: 
- The names of all students featured in 
the video 
- A completed permission form for 
each student 
 
The submission template can be found here 
and in the submission portal. Permission 
forms are also available for download here. 

Submission Portal

Learn more about the contest rules, prizes and 
judging rubric on the main Ohio Pitch Challenge 
website. 

Visit the Website

Special Note 

This year, all Ohio Pitch Challenge entries will 
automatically be entered into the Mott Million 
Dollar Challenge. You can learn more about this 
opportunity at mottmillion.org. 

This is a great opportunity for your students to be 
eligible for prizes through both competitions. 

OETC TEE Sessions
Engineering on a Budget: Low-Tech Making with 
High-Impact Results 

STEM & Computer Science Practical 
Classroom Practices 

Tuesday, February 10, 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

Also 

Thursday, February 12, 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM 

Exhibit Hall Sandbox Area 

Description 

Discover how to transform your classroom into a 
hub of innovation without breaking the bank. In 
this hands-on sandbox, educators will explore the 
synergy between MakeDo cardboard construction 
tools and 3Doodler printing pens. Learn how to 
combine upcycled materials with handheld 3D 
printing and simple cardboard construction to 

mailto:mdwilson@us.edu
http://link.mta2.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2BGzxrK9XxZpMiuXQnCg3HYRVougT0t4DkA6aAAacbzte8py58Yy5WYlztfA1wOSMMNI5tzIngBiMcmvJM6yVQNtgTUms2xPs-2BYLMQXEyYJwKnlXhn1L10XwYYKMvrmQIpTh3BW-2Bwh4OA-2F-2BZ6U-2BVo5lDVM-2BkV8kW2mC9xRnHZoRVispbWxzI3UEHpDr4yJ7FVYhCO3jJmcFGpNRqPB-2BvOyolwMWLzS6YK0O6rgSPo-2F1AE619blBqe-2BPEmnWRrsvkbqOx9CEqLGV9ztN3CMwmAYe3YMuzaubnAhGgfjb33pobkDAvVCs9EBie4vJjXGnbr1wiUGoJw4pqyfszhjcWgg-3D-3DlCuA_n7FC7THSykP5v9dtwh9NB4xP0OdiamC5DD7EEsl8b913AvSSRVCVB4HwiqDmmlQwP-2Ffhb232LprR7mncA45iZLE6Wg6nqriEkZzfptjnUghWMXRL33xXXHREoULodHUAyjLwHzduxx5JxjoeT5lLdcvHKCyP0NU-2FiAVH98NsHSE06IBGbOYH2mfzT-2F7FLEVSHZ4C9kH2nTwtX1SZw7hsxDQl7BOaGc48ywAZBSjKYgRzDARVpR9UDLbyA2BR-2BD2nn6G3f5DhPea4W5yV9HxPG9fE7zoUl78lknUWnPppZ-2FCo4KKJ0S7GSIzrM3V5nvoa8fya9lmK5kzIV53d2HqSM-2Fry5yTkG5eAi-2BAwWGUHkyXmTQDgq7RodvIB3rxD-2FeO-2FxxttQ85KUr0wrhTf5JHzJXez2qscRjZj6TpfYUQy4-2BEOx7eGhE9aRTUka4pz-2B14RoIWHSgUpHWnjQ2u7QZKMCXImoVEqV0eIIL1TnpZF9KE-3D
http://link.mta2.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2BGzxrK9XxZpMiuXQnCg3IFRWhalaAbSq0KNrb9yOeGhOgd9X8IyVS0sZeZI6Du8SXeAoQNjH7ezNcrKPpHOUBvXkxZjIA-2BUgAS15C31zOz12MxPFThyhMZsaCacNYzt0LRJ7JHl9OYjT8MsVL1CM80inVtNXWgwClKtC44Fsc0pBMz3iz5OTKHGZe9enki-2BU9K761-2FjjQ9Dzq1ma-2BlIQlqlE5inR-2FEvDJ7xR4lyPtsHiNvI7uqMtPmo7tEtriBjnAqOVPVPUqllTphEhcBOjgbgkAaG0jPhtPYzxaVrXQc-3D-9iv_n7FC7THSykP5v9dtwh9NB4xP0OdiamC5DD7EEsl8b913AvSSRVCVB4HwiqDmmlQwP-2Ffhb232LprR7mncA45iZLE6Wg6nqriEkZzfptjnUghWMXRL33xXXHREoULodHUAyjLwHzduxx5JxjoeT5lLdcvHKCyP0NU-2FiAVH98NsHSE06IBGbOYH2mfzT-2F7FLEVSHZ4C9kH2nTwtX1SZw7hsxDQl7BOaGc48ywAZBSjKYgRzDARVpR9UDLbyA2BR-2BD2nn6G3f5DhPea4W5yV9HxPG9fE7zoUl78lknUWnPppZ-2FCo4KKJ0S7GSIzrM3V5nvoa8fya9lmK5kzIV53d2HqSMwf9QF-2FPOlhsJyYSkVBfOvPKi-2BKEa-2Fd-2F-2FYSsOTaSKj9xI8v9dlJf9zxRsoWhgF6IZkkY-2FIp4lWK1z6bdkddJixL7fAadSVoFfTtkH-2FgbKYLtpC-2FA3VlvAnmO66eCwu-2BdRT2qIegOH3gGU-2B7kWNIAO9o-3D
http://link.mta2.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2BGzxrK9XxZpMiuXQnCg3KBhNXiLf9hPvSRcbvZzGVEOifRMQJW-2BnsKiP3Yq06Wk5Pj02I8XFy9nt6iqbmOjzrH-2BOcgj-2BiPDar4byiMDZ7qxrVQYD2KNyVImpeF1iQnFI7egpl35yGTD-2BG-2BLJIxskrsxF9t7JZVvZ5-2BxT8F1hzM8ZgIVWDMom6cINo1w1j6segpgEQkMn8g7TAT55kJmkhbpORnYxlR-2FXq0Syxw6YrkHwJPEHnXl5-2F1m9l-2BHcS0ThP8d1b7rTbJBWP5MWt6lUcIRjaiWm3HuhBX6YDX2-2FdY-3DcQPk_n7FC7THSykP5v9dtwh9NB4xP0OdiamC5DD7EEsl8b913AvSSRVCVB4HwiqDmmlQwP-2Ffhb232LprR7mncA45iZLE6Wg6nqriEkZzfptjnUghWMXRL33xXXHREoULodHUAyjLwHzduxx5JxjoeT5lLdcvHKCyP0NU-2FiAVH98NsHSE06IBGbOYH2mfzT-2F7FLEVSHZ4C9kH2nTwtX1SZw7hsxDQl7BOaGc48ywAZBSjKYgRzDARVpR9UDLbyA2BR-2BD2nn6G3f5DhPea4W5yV9HxPG9fE7zoUl78lknUWnPppZ-2FCo4KKJ0S7GSIzrM3V5nvoa8fya9lmK5kzIV53d2HqSM-2FiGdXhmZ6d-2FtgRJVFSkK3nRbOPtV4ccbD-2B6N1MCO5Q5oTGB9NkY5FMfaO-2BGh5nN-2Bt-2BehXha47CGhdcMwq7DdJW9-2FqwoSbUKUoO6j8KC8v9jbHcWqouOWJwcqofQ7xwDbDSWwQHBjigJ8hnoCDeR9d4-3D
http://link.mta2.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2BGzxrK9XxZpMiuXQnCg3Nc-2BPVGnyTBAA2MlmHT7ibuv35wvDKZ2XZDvyIemAncTIhvJa7s2CtXbjn14lNo8IsYCaWgT14wPsYsE0LydfrOnG6IfBywA33tGlpxdWiKB5Wh18LF5WPkdKYK41PCF-2BTAM3IspGCgAIkwh84ovQXnvBoVj-2F-2Fu-2FidpTToB1svjy2nFMuAI5AULD31Dbnm4d-2B4nbhDpyFavTqZqypyOKcWwQj9MJEnHr0Z13bW0us8fP2uByfGoP2nz1rjofSOra6d9-2BU0yunIseugKLymnO-2BVHXH0zz8C-2B0DyUQVhOQC4-2FucHa3jYNrLtgvnCept7BNYw-3D-3DM8tT_n7FC7THSykP5v9dtwh9NB4xP0OdiamC5DD7EEsl8b913AvSSRVCVB4HwiqDmmlQwP-2Ffhb232LprR7mncA45iZLE6Wg6nqriEkZzfptjnUghWMXRL33xXXHREoULodHUAyjLwHzduxx5JxjoeT5lLdcvHKCyP0NU-2FiAVH98NsHSE06IBGbOYH2mfzT-2F7FLEVSHZ4C9kH2nTwtX1SZw7hsxDQl7BOaGc48ywAZBSjKYgRzDARVpR9UDLbyA2BR-2BD2nn6G3f5DhPea4W5yV9HxPG9fE7zoUl78lknUWnPppZ-2FCo4KKJ0S7GSIzrM3V5nvoa8fya9lmK5kzIV53d2HqSMxqVvMKHSwzwWq9AR3ljVDbvxb-2F0gjZmW0GEFc-2BGLlV6XsPsJuT0ETQihEEwhwrepc-2FFcWv9sv3TSV8gG5FyyE5Jo652Iftp-2FTJ3oJYQI2S42CIlhRzBrAryGuzR3Ef4-2FsSyW54X-2FZX-2BrK5gnd0c07M-3D
http://link.mta2.shspma.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2BGzxrK9XxZpMiuXQnCg3NiP9QgO12r9-2BwvK3z3N-2B0l-2BszWQsY7Nlfpq6hwbtfVDyRjomqwBfunEdSTLOL8PnzpNA-2FpMDKjUujOZVa4ZDX9COWKhrQFo-2F6yYqhcheK2SiqPLlHVl1af29kHfoLO49FLMtFmTAshECzIDzvLe73TJr7dS5NfJymuHbpVT6qGpSVNISpR39Nuhl9aYiOG8P74U3chNMsi9QCDdt2nX3Pc-3DD-Kq_n7FC7THSykP5v9dtwh9NB4xP0OdiamC5DD7EEsl8b913AvSSRVCVB4HwiqDmmlQwP-2Ffhb232LprR7mncA45iZLE6Wg6nqriEkZzfptjnUghWMXRL33xXXHREoULodHUAyjLwHzduxx5JxjoeT5lLdcvHKCyP0NU-2FiAVH98NsHSE06IBGbOYH2mfzT-2F7FLEVSHZ4C9kH2nTwtX1SZw7hsxDQl7BOaGc48ywAZBSjKYgRzDARVpR9UDLbyA2BR-2BD2nn6G3f5DhPea4W5yV9HxPG9fE7zoUl78lknUWnPppZ-2FCo4KKJ0S7GSIzrM3V5nvoa8fya9lmK5kzIV53d2HqSMwkLoYd-2FgP9H0CgoKYtErM068-2FidwYaKX6T3xwe8AHOOqIG7FiEnK8eVVWPYf-2FjGrq-2Fe3CuClJ5nkFlBrhYnKhPCSU6FhFAi5I2AHDDrrofcstrpS3j1nIZANW-2BEtKvoJTzvs7JXtX2Wsc3iwa0Ex3Q-3D
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teach rapid prototyping, spatial reasoning, and the 
engineering design process. Whether you are 
looking to enhance a dedicated Makerspace or 
simply add a STEAM station to your homeroom, 
join us to build, test, and brainstorm curriculum 
connections.


Speaker


• Tad Douce, River Valley Local Schools, 
Director of Educational Technology and 
Communication 

 
There is still time to register for OETC 2026! 

Get ready to connect, learn, and be inspired at 
OETC 2026, happening February 10–12, 2026, at 
the Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, 
Ohio. Serving the entire P–20 EdTech community, 
OETC brings together educators, IT professionals, 
leaders, and library/media specialists to explore 
the latest innovations in educational technology. 
This is your chance to gain fresh ideas, collaborate 
with peers, and discover new ways to ensure 
access and foster meaningful learning through 
technology. 

View the schedule and don’t miss your 
opportunity to be part of a dynamic community 
shaping the future of education! 

Register Now! 

ITEEA News

Join Hundreds of Technology and Engineering 
Educators in Virginia Beach — Save with 
Preregistration Rates Until February 20th!  

Full programming coming soon! Access the 
largest community of technology and engineering 
educators in the world to network and learn from 
one another. Connect with decision-makers and 
innovators shaping the future of STEM Education. 
Preregistration offers significant savings as well as 
the assurance that your spot will be reserved for 
high-demand sessions and workshops. 
Register now! 

If you’re looking for fresh ideas, hands-on learning, 
and meaningful connections, this is the place 
to be.

Explore What’s New for 2026

Group Membership
The new ITEEA group membership flyer is at the 
end of this newsletter.

Empire Builders: the Rise and 
Fall of the Rust Belt - Boom 
to Bust
The age of the motorized vehicle brings a new way 
of transportation, and with it a new way of working. 
Mass production would help seal the victory in the 
Second World War, and a former Ford assembly-
line worker named Berry Gordy uses his 
knowledge to create one of the most influential 
music scenes of all time: Motown Records and its 
stable of talented musicians. 

Watch on YouTube 

https://whova.com/embedded/speaker/gwp7H728UiPRX%40TBlhrTK9LiQE9JNef1krM1YNwFOGs%3D/51029540/
https://iyk8c7bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BROrab91BKKt2B5lLe4tDlgs_SIaijBRFL5YOoq7P-qaSABlvG7LtnJ_8iu_eOA3wqgLynX5GB__y8jc5RN7pZ9xBkby7A5WMyC2HAEtyC31vdMx5xFsmE8zcxj0C309M4C0PpKbvcfeKW_jbXpRbfgs8nBCsaiiLHJbRDRek5FXOqDsgDZCXPjQd0TxK6XzBk2Oebxwk5ypFRD548_hr-AqMSMynNSzJl58u2u61NDAHg_2H7NDdL9gTiubBEVsUa0nt9Oofyc=&c=ePKEAsEG6PwHuoLTz7ictk5PX1Yweorc9OAi2E-dU799SLadTMBjyQ==&ch=EgcXBMmNTmk1h_NbzI9eC-7x75hm6tbGfS3McI3sYPo3CYJHlL82Ig==
https://iyk8c7bab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BROrab91BKKt2B5lLe4tDlgs_SIaijBRFL5YOoq7P-qaSABlvG7LtgOfb_ifDRljvddG8tfpRy6DFCdml6HOm1uezFEa-sxUen5LYhxJQs1UPUus0s5lkea1MRAnXoUIHJxf0Nty9zz2XrMZi2Al-Q4qtAek4jd1qx0ra7ZxkzA=&c=ePKEAsEG6PwHuoLTz7ictk5PX1Yweorc9OAi2E-dU799SLadTMBjyQ==&ch=EgcXBMmNTmk1h_NbzI9eC-7x75hm6tbGfS3McI3sYPo3CYJHlL82Ig==
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAjbaBPW3VNaQYENkGA0sFIfaNvQY3LbaaaaXAlBUW4GTzaa?k=9r9r*amp;m=gxj2.s*25Drxj3.Vml*amp;u=b*amp;6=__;fn5-fg!!KGKeukY!yS1TKjKUf6_db7fsELLDRajju_1RN0KHqTw9lPxdGo_KyGxB5ImUiIZwjpfpmjxmVZ1rlMwUY3lPCQHE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAjbaBPW3VNaQYENkGA0sFIfaNvQY3LbaaaaXAlBUW4GTzaa?k=9r9r*amp;m=gxj2.s*25Drxj3.Vml*amp;u=b*amp;6=__;fn5-fg!!KGKeukY!yS1TKjKUf6_db7fsELLDRajju_1RN0KHqTw9lPxdGo_KyGxB5ImUiIZwjpfpmjxmVZ1rlMwUY3lPCQHE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAjbaBPW3VNaQYENkGA0sFIfaNvQY3LbaaaaXAlBUW4GTzaa?k=9r9r*amp;m=gxj2.s*25Drxj3.Vml*amp;u=b*amp;6=__;fn5-fg!!KGKeukY!yS1TKjKUf6_db7fsELLDRajju_1RN0KHqTw9lPxdGo_KyGxB5ImUiIZwjpfpmjxmVZ1rlMwUY3lPCQHE$
https://web.cvent.com/event/d1c65054-26d9-4af6-b9d6-d8d47321abcc/websitePage:bbd4386f-03e4-4f1f-a45d-8d713a445a54
https://qknral9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UOqdxVDc58kFOv3WYv8gtP_Jjxlg-fIgi_4QFPaZOlmjjjuKPjdV-t6oVTJQS9l5Uu3NQyYy7ZbInVxuvNcofQpF5Kt-DC9-BhNeOHQ8udEjwUDQ4NZxpSoapjnuXBBd7LWp-NX62sepM-AF-N7RWC0hJWQ4TYevk8yAmJig0e1U1YQfYYKZDLl1s3YT8MMLg4sazfbPRV_8-r1g8Vxnx0cBRVKXQW2G&c=gCSnMxNJ8beJjuZYXh-THnYDPj6M0bO7I94L83MPLdFQp7OkCjz_OQ==&ch=xrP3F1TQWh3ku1SIm1Uf16O88yhJPCVAqkH7kH4LVnaab42oQG-0bg==
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cvw5gENzQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cvw5gENzQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cvw5gENzQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cvw5gENzQ8
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Interesting Engineering
• World’s first 361-foot fully recyclable wind 

turbine blade unveiled in China – The 
MySE23X blade uses pultruded carbon fiber 
panels, which are much stronger and lighter 
than standard fiberglass. 

2026 Central Ohio STEM Expo
February 28, 2026 
The Point at Otterbein University 

 

Get Ready for a Fun Filled Day of Knowledge and 
Exploration! 

The Central Ohio STEM Expo is a free educational 
outreach event for students in Kindergarten 
through 8th grade that will feature fun, interactive 
activities and exhibits in the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math fields.  

Read more and register 

Computer Science Teachers 
Association News
AI in Action Series  

Discover practical, classroom-ready strategies 
from experienced educators as they share 
approaches aligned with the CSTA AI priorities. 
This multi-part series highlights a different focus 
area in each session, offering guidance across 
grade levels and subject areas. You'll learn how to 
integrate new tools and practices, build literacy 
and ethical understanding into your curriculum, 
and explore proven, ready-to-use lessons. 
Whether you're new to the topic or looking to 
deepen your practice, you'll leave with actionable 
ideas and resources you can implement 
right away.  

During our Jan. 29 session, we'll have breakouts 
on the following topics: 

• Strategies for Critical Thinking in the Age of 
AI, presented by Tim Swick 

• AI Isn't Magic: Making Representation and 
Reasoning Visible Across Classrooms, 
presented by Tamar McPherson 

• Equity and Access: Bias and Selecting Data 
Sets, presented by Chris Jacob 

• Beyond the Algorithm: How AI Is 
Transforming Society, presented by 
Dan Jones. 

Winter Online PD Sessions Now Open  

We designed these online professional 
development courses to provide a flexible, deep 
learning experience that you can complete at your 
own pace. Course content includes meaningful 
and interactive activities focused on application to 
your CS classroom — you'll do a lot more than just 
read and watch. Plus, you'll experience 
asynchronous collaboration with other CS 
educators as you both give and get feedback and 
exchange ideas.  

Courses include: 
• Add-Ons to Boost Equity and Inclusion for 

Your CS Curriculum (4 hours) 
• Fostering a Sense of Belonging in Your CS 

Classroom (4 hours) 
• Teaching Security: The Security Mindset 

(4 hours) 
• Using Data to Improve Diverse Participation 

in CS (6 hours) 
• Women in CS: Understanding the Impacts, 

Disparities and Their Voices (5 hours) 
• Identity Inclusion for K-12 Computer Science 

Educators (12 hours) 
• Why Teach Programming with GenAI? 

(6 hours) 
• Empowering CS: Resources for New 

Teachers (3 hours) 

https://interestingengineering.com/energy/china-worlds-first-fully-recyclable-wind-turbine-blade
https://interestingengineering.com/energy/china-worlds-first-fully-recyclable-wind-turbine-blade
https://www.centralohiostemexpo.org/home
https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAdbaBPW31-hQYDQsGCP5ELdaTTkQZJ2taaaaBG0bBUWRSHraa?q=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;a=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;i=n~amp;u=
https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAdbaBPW31-hQYDQsGCP5ELdaTTkQZJ2taaaaBG0bBUWRSHraa?q=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;a=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;i=o~amp;u=
https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAdbaBPW31-hQYDQsGCP5ELdaTTkQZJ2taaaaBG0bBUWRSHraa?q=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;a=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;i=p~amp;u=
https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAdbaBPW31-hQYDQsGCP5ELdaTTkQZJ2taaaaBG0bBUWRSHraa?q=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;a=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;i=q~amp;u=
https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAdbaBPW31-hQYDQsGCP5ELdaTTkQZJ2taaaaBG0bBUWRSHraa?q=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;a=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;i=q~amp;u=
https://sm1.multibriefs.com/t/gcH1AAdbaBPW31-hQYDQsGCP5ELdaTTkQZJ2taaaaBG0bBUWRSHraa?q=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;a=uXgfhcibqahoibu~2513Xri.flp~amp;i=q~amp;u=
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Manufacturing USA's 2025 
Year-in-Review
Following our milestone ten-year anniversary, 
2025 was a year of continued innovation, 
engagement, and improvement experienced by 
the advanced manufacturing network and beyond. 

Read the notable highlights from 2025 

How the Telegraph Went From 
Semaphore to Communication 
Game Changer
Smithsonian Magazine 

Samuel Morse was an artist by trade, but to the 
world he’s best known for connecting the dots —
and dashes— that forever changed the way 
we communicate. 

 

The wondrous information and communication 
technologies that define our age have their origins 
in some of the most basic of scientific principles 
and were first manifest in the 18th century electric 
telegraph. But that too had a precedent. Originally, 
the word “telegraph” –literally “to write at a 
distance”– referred to a relay communication 
system developed in 18th-century France by the 
Brothers Chappe. The Chappe semaphore 
telegraph consisted of a series of towers topped 

with three rotating arms or panels that could be 
moved into nearly 200 standard positions, each 
assigned a unique value or meaning. Messages 
could be relayed across vast distances by 
transmitting from one tower or hill (hence, 
“Telegraph Hill”) to another up to 15 miles away; 
operators used telescopes to observe and decode 
the message before doing the hard work of 
cranking their own semaphore panels into place to 
relay the message further down the line. 

Read more 

The Kid Should See This
The Kid Should See This 

Smart videos for curious minds of all ages 

Here are some selected videos. 
• How to build a colorful ice igloo, a time-lapse 

and tutorial 

• What do you do if you fall through thin ice? 

STEM Is Elementary

 

The January issue of STEM is Elementary is 
available here.

https://www.manufacturingusa.com/news/manufacturing-usas-2025-year-review
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/how-the-telegraph-went-from-semaphore-to-communication-game-changer-1403433/
https://thekidshouldseethis.com
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/igloo-rainbow-color-ice-blocks-how-to-video?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily&_bhlid=085ffcfd5d1ab77f9fc03d2226b4f420dea1b6c9
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/igloo-rainbow-color-ice-blocks-how-to-video?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily&_bhlid=085ffcfd5d1ab77f9fc03d2226b4f420dea1b6c9
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/post/self-rescue-if-you-fall-through-thin-ice
https://mailchi.mp/fae006c13691/december-stem-resources-from-stem-is-elementary-6425545?e=c9d1186c1a
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“Engineering is 
achieving function 

while avoiding 
failure.” – 


Henry Petroski


This Week’s Technology Tips

Achieving a Silky Smooth Finish 

Woodworkers Guild of America 

How do you get a super smooth 
finish on your projects? First, by 
understanding the physics of what 
makes a smooth finish. When light 
hits your project it will “fall” into any 
depressions that you have in the 
material. This doesn’t necessarily 
mean you have defects in the 
wood. It’s simply the nature of 
wood. It has grain, and the grain 
naturally has high and low spots. 
Rob does a great job in this video 
showing us how grain and light 
interact.  

Watch video 

💻 ITEEA Tech Tool of the Month💻  
Genially is a powerful, interactive 
content-creation platform that lets 
STEM and engineering teachers turn 
ordinary lessons into dynamic, 
engaging experiences. With Genially, 
you can build animated 
presentations, interactive diagrams, 
clickable simulations, escape rooms, 
infographics, and gamified activities
—all without needing advanced 
design or coding skills. It’s perfect for 
engineering classrooms where 
visualizing processes, systems, and 
data is key, and it allows students to 
explore content at their own pace 
through interactive elements like pop-
ups, hotspots, and embedded videos. 
Best of all, Genially offers a robust 
free version, making it easy to start 
creating professional-quality, high-
impact learning materials without any 
upfront cost. 

Click here to learn more. 

 

https://www.wwgoa.com
https://www.wwgoa.com/video/achieving-a-silky-smooth-finish-044283?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=011826reg
https://qknral9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OGW2i48LeEif0gftPHb1qP1IgYXc_skbmFeM_qBQJ5MwJbQwIymf3rM9xaU5zXl0jx8XeH7xs2kjW1vmNX7MJMt-251XRe1Av1f_F1UJJVH-cTwuUSI3k2D7AY9A2NZfpmzP_Ob_r8nnon9FHCtA-uTZko2SE5UkwExNt10LmXEdNaQBN03p_vSicczHD9Rie30gsSDt60SlWnbiKZbK7_8PfW55Ft3m6scQZUGn2ad625JnVaW_-y3Dl-VUG10xtYCH10UiloMMXV6kizOpnw==&c=QwaUFIv6SOTwVcgARMvjczdhLKnnAAIJFXm1TQ9APoQZeHGGfR1D-g==&ch=jm8FbjBCIKuFbXH6Q8CahAPALellTnfIWpj0ywEf-n6_7eZH7eXyvw==
https://genially.com
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I T E E A  O F F E R S  G R O U P  M E M B E R S H I P S  F O R  E L E M E N TA R Y,  M I D D L E ,  A N D  H I G H 
S C H O O L S  T H R O U G H  W H I C H  Y O U R  T E A M  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  C A N  B E N E F I T  F R O M :

•  Compl imentar y  e lect ron ic  subscr ipt ion  to  Technology  and  Eng ineer ing  Educat ion 
(TEE) ,  ITEEA’s  f lagsh ip  pub l i cat ion  ($70  va lue) .

•  D iscounted  reg i st rat ion  to  ITEEA Conferences .
•  E l ig ib i l i ty  for  ITEEA awards ,  scho larsh ips ,  and  other  recogn i t ion .
•  D iscounted  ITEEA publ i cat ions  and  products .
•  D iscounted  Profess iona l  Learn ing  byDes ign  (PLbD)  t ra in ings  and  workshops .
•  D iscounted  profess iona l  l i ab i l i ty  insurance ,  wi th  rates  as  low as  $108/year  for  $1 

mi l l ion  in  l i ab i l i ty  protect ion ,  $60 ,000  of  l i fe  insurance  at  no  cost  for  one  fu l l  year 
for  new members ,  and  fur ther  sav ings  on  add i t iona l  insurance  programs  through 
the  Trust  for  Insur ing  Educators  (T IE ) .

•  Free  reg i st rat ion  for  year- round members -on ly  engagement  opportun i t ies  such 
as  Educator  Xchanges .

•  Free  school  pos i t ion  advert i s ing  on  the  Career  Connect ions  page  of  the  ITEEA 
webs i te  for  up  to  three  months  ($350  va lue) ,  p lus  promot ion  on  ITEEA’s  News  Feed 
and/or  Soc ia l  Media .

Grow Your Professional Learning Network
with an ITEEA 2025-2026 

Group Membership!

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Purchase an ITEEA Group membership now to gain access to 
valuable member benefits at an annual rate of $260!

M e m b e r s h i p 
i n  I T E E A

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g  E d u c a t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
w w w . i t e e a . o r g

LEARN MORE AND JOIN TODAY!
WWW.ITEEA.ORG/GROUP-MEMBERSHIP 

Al l  group memberships  commence July  1  and conclude on June 30 of  the fol lowing year.
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