
Water Cycle 
wa·ter cy·cle noun 
1. the cycle of processes by which water circulates 
between the earth's oceans, atmosphere, and land, 
involving precipitation as rain and snow, drainage in 
streams and rivers, and return to the atmosphere by 
evaporation and transpiration. 

What is the WATER CYCLE?



● a ziplock plastic bag 
● color markers (e.g. Sharpie Permanent markers)
● water
● blue food coloring (optional)
● packing tape

1. Draw the water cycle diagram

2. Warm up the water until steam starts to rise but do not let it boil.
3. Add blue food coloring into the water to represent ocean water.
4. Pour the water into a ziplock bag and zip it up.
5. Hang the bag upright on the window using packing tape.
6. As the water evaporates, vapors rise and condense at the top of the bag. A white patch can be seen 

resembling clouds in the upper atmosphere.
7. After a while, water droplets appear on the inside of the bag. As they become bigger, they will eventually slide 

downward. The sliding down resembles the flow stage that brings water back into the sea. 
8. If the water is still warm or if the bag is left on the window facing sunlight, it will keep cycling through the 

four different stages of the water cycle.

Materials:

Instructions:



Example of the 
Water Cycle 

in a bag



https://www.facebook.com/lfcsdEbD/

Additional Links to Water Cycle information:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VO
NigwrOoB550WssfXogI9ETYaCQXVNn/
view?usp=sharing

The Water Cycle song-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWb4KlM2
vts

Bill Nye the Science Guy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hehXEYkD
q_Y
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