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The Greater Naples Chamber is committed to fostering a strong local economy and enhancing the quality
of life for all who live and work in Collier County.

As part of our commitment to civic engagement and informed decision-making, the Chamber invites
candidates seeking public office to complete this questionnaire. Candidate responses will be shared on
the Chamber’s website, providing members and the broader community with the opportunity to learn
more about each candidate’s priorities, leadership philosophy and approach to issues impacting our local
economy and community. The Chamber does not support or endorse candidates.

Questions are based on the Greater Naples Chamber’s public policy priorities, which were developed
through member engagement and approved by the Chamber’s Board of Directors. Please limit
responses to 250 words per question.

Please return the completed questionnaire to Stephanie Dixon at stephanie@napleschamber.org
by 5 p.m. on June 30, 2026, for inclusion.

Candidate Information

Name:

|Liesa Priddy

Office Sought:

|Florida House of Representatives District 82

Occupation:

|Cattle Rancher

Website:

| LiesaPriddy.com

Biographical

1. Please provide a brief overview of your background, qualifications and reasons for seeking
office?

| am a 3rd generation Floridian and rancher. | grew up in Immokalee and have lived there almost
my entire life (over 50 years). | have been married to my husband for 49 years and we have two
adult children. | have a BBA degree in Finance and a BA in Environmental Studies (minor in
Biology). | worked in banking for over 20 years and as a law firm administrator for 12 years. | have
served on the FL Fish and Wildlife Commission, Big Cypress Basin Board and Ave Maria
Stewardship Community District in addition to multiple boards over the years. Between my varied
work and volunteer experience, | have the background to address the multi-faceted needs of my
district and Florida. My goal is to make a difference by directing my energy into results that will
benefit the entire state.
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2. What experiences have best prepared you to serve in this role, and how will they influence and
inform your approach to leadership and decision-making?

My entire career has prepared me to serve as a state representative. | worked my way up to
positions of leadership and management. My financial background in banking exposed me to
regulatory compliance issues, numerical analysis and enhanced my customer service and
communication skills. As a law firm administrator and ranch owner, I'm thoroughly versed on what it
takes to run a small business. Ranch ownership is not just about raising cows. It involves land
management and stewardship knowledge which has grown my experience in environmental
issues. My work experience translated to being able to fulfill volunteer roles where | was able to
demonstrate responsibility, dependability and planning. | know that my years of varied experience
will directly translate to the leadership and decision-making that is necessary to serve in the
legislature.

3. What do you believe should be Collier County’s top priorities over the next decade and how
would you work to advance them?

After speaking with and polling my constituents, two issues rose to the top in terms of importance: water and
government overreach. | want to support legislation that addresses continued Everglades restoration as well as
the improvement of Lake Okeechobee. | also want to support efforts to convert septic tanks to sewer systems
where feasible. For areas where it's not feasible, incentives should be implemented to encourage
homeowners to install septic systems which have less impact on contributing to poor water quality.

The second issue pertains to excessive government rules which drive up the cost of living and doing business.
Free enterprise is the key to allowing families, businesses and agriculture to prosper. | will hold a Southwest
Florida roundtable in the first 90 days to hear which rules are hurting people most — and target those for
repeal. My goal is simple: fewer obstacles between hardworking Floridians and the opportunity they deserve.

Economic Opportunity

4. A strong local economy depends on the success of businesses of all sizes. What policies,
investments or strategies would you support to encourage job creation, entrepreneurship and
long-term economic opportunity in Collier County?

Collier County is already a great place to live and do business, but there is room
for improvement. As | stated in the answer to item 3, | am a firm believer in free
enterprise and limited government. Red tape needs to be removed wherever
possible. Affordable housing remains a desperate need. There is no easy answer,
but local government can work together with the state to explore programs that
work elsewhere. We need to look at building multi-story, low-rise housing and
review density rules to maximize the amount of land available, avoiding sprawl at
all costs. Keeping the cost of doing business down in Florida translates into
economic opportunity in Collier County.




Education & Workforce Development

5. Employers throughout our region continue to report challenges attracting and retaining qualified
workers. What do you see as the biggest workforce challenge facing Collier County and what
strategies would you support to strengthen the talent pipeline and prepare residents for future
career opportunities?

| think the biggest workforce challenge is affordable housing. | addressed this
some in the previous question. Education is the key to improving the talent
pipeline. Students must graduate high school ready to either enter the workforce,
seek vocational training or go on to college. Collier County is lucky to have a solid
school system with vocational and college options nearby. Those institutions have
a responsibility to include curriculum which prepares students with skills that match
the needs of the community.

Workforce Housing

6. Access to affordable housing remains a top concern for employers throughout our community.
What policies or strategies would you support to housing options for working families, essential
workers and seniors in Collier County?

This is the third question where affordable housing is brought up as an issue,
signifying the importance of addressing this challenge. As | stated before, Collier
County needs to have areas where density can be increased and sprawl is
discouraged. An in-depth analysis of what makes construction so expensive needs
to be done. Is it red tape, impact fees, permitting delays? Much of this can only be
done at the local level as | do believe that home rule should be the norm.
Awareness of the problem is the first step, and | think that realization of the severity
of insufficient housing has gained a lot of traction. Some affordable housing
developers have entered the market. Maybe look at large employers offering
housing is a possibility.

Infrastructure & Resiliency

7. As Collier County continues to grow, what infrastructure investments and planning strategies are
needed to support economic growth, maintain quality of life and strengthen resilience before and
after natural disasters?



| know that sometimes traffic volumes may not show it, but overall | think Collier
County does a good job with concurrency. We have one of the highest amounts of
impact fees in the state. To support the level of service we have all come to
expect, those impact fees need to be spent quickly based on growth patterns. This
requires long-range planning. To prepare for disasters, governments must have
sufficient emergency funds set aside. Updating construction as replacement is
required will strengthen resiliency.

Environmental Stewardship

9. Collier County’s natural resources are central to our economy and quality of life. How should local
leaders balance environmental stewardship, future growth and economic opportunity when
making policy decisions?

Collier County already has a strong Growth Management Plan and Land
Development Code. They also have the Rural Land Stewardship program. These
programs offer guidelines which are designed to allow smart growth. Growth can
also be controlled by limiting zoning changes. All of these tools should be a
reflection of the citizens desires and implemented through their county
commissioners. As the desires and needs of the citizens change, the tools can be
reviewed and changed.

Healthcare

10. Access to affordable, high-quality healthcare is important to residents, employers and the local
workforce. What do you see as the most pressing healthcare challenges facing Collier County
and what strategies would you support to address them?

Cost of healthcare and medical insurance are the most pressing challenges. More
medical providers, including mid-level, will help some. Telehealth and community
healthcare centers, such as the Neighborhood Health Clinic, should also assist. By
expanding access to primary care, visits to the ER and urgent health centers,
which are expensive, can be reduced. Primary care also helps to practice
preventive care which can catch problems before they become more costly to
treat.




Tourism

11. Tourism remains a key driver in Collier County’s local economy and supports businesses
throughout the community. How should the community strengthen this industry while also
preserving the quality of life and community character that make Collier County unique?

Collier County is already doing a good job of using the Tourist Development
Taxes. | have no recommendations for improvement, although | know there has
been some discussion about privitizing the marketing to a not-for-profit
organization.

Leadership & Governance

12. Public officials are often asked to balance competing economic, environmental and community
priorities. How do you approach these decisions and what principles guide your decision-making?

People come first, always. Most important to achieve this is the safety and security
of citizens. This includes law enforcement, sufficient food and housing. Next is the
general welfare of the public for the common good, including health, education and
economic stability. Finally, individual rights must be respected and upheld. | would
approach making decisions about these according to their level of necessity.

The main principle guiding my decision-making is asking myself what is the right
thing to do. This can be answered after obtaining the facts, determining if it is fair,
ensuring the decision reflects empathy and respect, and making sure the process
is transparent.

13. What role would should collaboration between business leaders, educators, nonprofit
organizations and government agencies play in addressing community challenges and how would
you foster those partnerships if elected?



Collaboration between the groups mentioned has to take place to ensure a
successful outcome. Everyone has to buy-in to solutions. | would foster those
partnerships by having round-table discussions that involve group representatives.
Provide an atmosphere of cooperation and foster the attitude that many hands
make light work. Showcase how having a network of people you can call on for
feedback and assistance makes everyones job easier and more successful.

14. County residents often support lower taxes, but local government must also fund infrastructure,
public facilities, environmental initiatives and essential services. If revenues fall short of
community needs, what spending reductions, efficiencies or new revenue sources would you
support to close the funding gap while preserving essential services and long-term investments?

Just as we have to do with our own personal budgets, sometimes we have to
decide what is a want and what is a need. That can be done by governments, too.
Collier County is blessed with a sound tax base, so some expenditures are
"niceties" which greatly improve our standard of living. Faced with revenue
shortfalls, hard decisions would have to be made on what items can be cut without
sacrificing safety and security. The county has implement priority-based budgeting
which is a big step in reducing costs and I'm sure more belt-tightening could be
done if necessary.

15. In November, Florida voters will be asked to consider a constitutional amendment that would
substantially expand Florida’'s homestead exemption and reduce property tax revenue available
to local governments. Do you support the amendment? Please explain your position and how the
benefits and potential impacts should be balanced against local government’s ability to fund
infrastructure, public safety and other essential services?

At this point, | see it as a way of shifting taxes, not necessarily reducing them in the
long run. | am a homeowner, and yes it would be nice to have lower property
taxes, but | feel certain | will pay some other tax to make up for it. | wish the
legislature would have taken more time to offer an amendment that was less
drastic, for example increase the homestead exemption to $150,000 over a two
year period. Since | will be representing Hendry County which is designated as
fiscally constrained, I'm especially concerned about how they would function with a
dramatic reduction in tax income. Essential services have to be provided.
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