
2026 Candidate Questionnaire 

The Greater Naples Chamber is committed to fostering a strong local economy and enhancing the quality 

of life for all who live and work in Collier County.  

As part of our commitment to civic engagement and informed decision-making, the Chamber invites 

candidates seeking public office to complete this questionnaire. Candidate responses will be shared on 

the Chamber’s website, providing members and the broader community with the opportunity to learn 

more about each candidate’s priorities, leadership philosophy and approach to issues impacting our local 

economy and community. The Chamber does not support or endorse candidates. 

Questions are based on the Greater Naples Chamber’s public policy priorities, which were developed 

through member engagement and approved by the Chamber’s Board of Directors. Please limit 

responses to 250 words per question.  

Please return the completed questionnaire to Stephanie Dixon at stephanie@napleschamber.org 

by 5 p.m. on June 30, 2026, for inclusion.   

Candidate Information 

Name: 

Office Sought: 

Occupation: 

Website: 

Biographical 

1. Please provide a brief overview of your background, qualifications and reasons for seeking

office?

mailto:stephanie@napleschamber.org


2. What experiences have best prepared you to serve in this role, and how will they influence and

inform your approach to leadership and decision-making?

3. What do you believe should be Collier County’s top priorities over the next decade and how

would you work to advance them?

Economic Opportunity 

4. A strong local economy depends on the success of businesses of all sizes. What policies,

investments or strategies would you support to encourage job creation, entrepreneurship and

long-term economic opportunity in Collier County?



Education & Workforce Development 

5. Employers throughout our region continue to report challenges attracting and retaining qualified

workers. What do you see as the biggest workforce challenge facing Collier County and what

strategies would you support to strengthen the talent pipeline and prepare residents for future

career opportunities?

Workforce Housing 

6. Access to affordable housing remains a top concern for employers throughout our community.

What policies or strategies would you support to housing options for working families, essential

workers and seniors in Collier County?

Infrastructure & Resiliency

7. As Collier County continues to grow, what infrastructure investments and planning strategies are

needed to support economic growth, maintain quality of life and strengthen resilience before and

after natural disasters?



 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship 

 

9. Collier County’s natural resources are central to our economy and quality of life. How should local 

leaders balance environmental stewardship, future growth and economic opportunity when 

making policy decisions? 

 

 

 

 

Healthcare 

 

10. Access to affordable, high-quality healthcare is important to residents, employers and the local 

workforce. What do you see as the most pressing healthcare challenges facing Collier County 

and what strategies would you support to address them? 

 

 

 

 



 

Tourism 

 

11. Tourism remains a key driver in Collier County’s local economy and supports businesses 

throughout the community. How should the community strengthen this industry while also 

preserving the quality of life and community character that make Collier County unique? 

 

 

 

 

Leadership & Governance 

 

12. Public officials are often asked to balance competing economic, environmental and community 

priorities. How do you approach these decisions and what principles guide your decision-making? 

 

 

 

 

13. What role would should collaboration between business leaders, educators, nonprofit 

organizations and government agencies play in addressing community challenges and how would 

you foster those partnerships if elected? 

 



 

 

 

14. County residents often support lower taxes, but local government must also fund infrastructure, 

public facilities, environmental initiatives and essential services. If revenues fall short of 

community needs, what spending reductions, efficiencies or new revenue sources would you 

support to close the funding gap while preserving essential services and long-term investments?  

 

 

 

15. In November, Florida voters will be asked to consider a constitutional amendment that would 

substantially expand Florida’s homestead exemption and reduce property tax revenue available 

to local governments. Do you support the amendment? Please explain your position and how the 

benefits and potential impacts should be balanced against local government’s ability to fund 

infrastructure, public safety and other essential services?  

 

 

 


	Name: Kim Finer
	Office Sought: Florida House District 81
	Occupation: Emerita Professor (Retired), Biological Science
	Website: KimFinerForFlorida.com
	office: Born in Canton, Ohio, I earned a B.A. in Microbiology from Miami University, a Ph.D. in Veterinary Microbiology from Texas A&M University and completed a postdoctoral fellowship at NC State University. In 2020, I retired as a Professor of Biological Sciences at Kent State University. While I have not previously held political office, I have extensive experience managing complex organizational needs. As a committee chair and member of the American Society for Microbiology—an organization with 38,000 members and a $47M budget—I successfully shaped policies, allocated funds, and developed  public outreach.
A Florida property owner since 2012 and a registered voter since 2020, I am deeply invested in our community. Since retiring, I have served on local boards, most recently as President of the Friends of Delnor Wiggins Pass State Park. I am running for office because I have the ideas, experience, and determination to deliver results.

Our current leadership is distracted by divisive culture wars while critical, tangible problems go unaddressed. I am focused on the real issues facing Florida: coastal resiliency, education, affordability, and water quality. As a lifelong researcher, I know how to analyze data, build consensus, and solve complex problems. Backed by an advisory team specializing in business, economics, and ecological issues, I am ready to bring data-driven leadership to environmental , economic, and educational policy.

	inform your approach to leadership and decisionmaking:  As a university faculty member, my role extended far beyond the classroom; professors act as financial managers, operational leaders, and public liaisons of their research/classroom domains. I have extensive experience in program management, budget oversight, and leadership, having supervised students, staff, and fellow administrators. My work required me to represent my institution at national and international forums, effectively marketing and advocating for my science and the university. Furthermore, as the author of numerous books and peer-reviewed publications, I understand the power of precise language. Crafting a compelling proposal to persuade editors and peers is highly transferable to drafting legislation and negotiating with fellow lawmakers. My extensive background in peer review gives me the sharp analytical skills necessary to effectively evaluate policy proposals, personnel, and statewide initiatives.


	would you work to advance them: Recommended priorities for Collier County over the next decade are housing affordability, infrastructure and asset management, environmental protection, mental health and healthcare access, and workforce development 

Suggested approaches to advance these priorities:

• Embed priorities into the County Strategic Plan to ensure they guide budgets, policy, and project approvals.
• Strengthen Partnerships: Engage the Collier Community Foundation, and state/federal agencies to leverage funding and expertise.
• Engage residents by using public surveys and community forums to keep priorities aligned with resident needs and to get them   vested in advancing priorities..
• Publish progress reports and hold regular reviews to ensure transparency, accountability, and to promote adaptation to changing conditions
• Maintain and expand crisis relief funds, invest in flood mitigation, and ensure all infrastructure projects include resilience standards.

	longterm economic opportunity in Collier County: To build a resilient, diversified, and inclusive economy in Collier County, a combination of entrepreneur-led development, equitable policy frameworks, and community-based investment should be prioritized by focusing on the following points:

1. Promote entrepreneurship & access to capital by connecting businesses to credit unions and community development  financial institutions to eliminate barriers. 
2. Revitalize commercial spaces and promote local spending and "shop local" campaigns county wide.
3. Share resources and coordinate support to level big and small business playing fields.  
4. Re-establish the small business incubator/innovation center. 
5. Track key metrics like income distribution and job growth to continuously refine economic strategies.




	career opportunities: Right now, Collier County faces a critical workforce challenge: a widening gap between the skills  employers need and the skills the local workforce possesses. This issue is deeply intertwined with our challenges in housing affordability, educational capacity, and talent retention. We have a growing, educated population, yet positions remain unfilled because candidates lack specific technical or soft skills. We cannot fix our economy without fixing the talent pipeline. My plan brings education and industry together to build a resilient workforce. First, we must expand hands-on apprenticeships and on-the-job training. Second, we need to embed career readiness and soft skills directly into K-12 curriculum. Third, we must establish formal partnerships between employers and schools to ensure training matches real market demands. Finally, by modernizing our regional branding and local job boards, we can showcase Collier County's growth and retain our brightest minds. By aligning local talent with local opportunity, we ensure sustainable economic growth for all of us.
	workers and seniors in Collier County: Confronting the housing affordability crisis in Collier County demands an aggressive, multi-pronged approach. We  must blend employer-led initiatives, smart policy reforms, and targeted community assistance.

First, we need to rapidly expand our affordable housing supply by incentivizing developers through strategic tax credits, while simultaneously preserving our existing inventory through rent stabilization measures that protect families from sudden rental spikes. Second, we must address our essential healthcare, education, and hospitality workers who earn too much for traditional low-income subsidies but are priced out of the open market. By expanding programs like the Housing Choice Voucher system  (Section 8) and increasing targeted support for seniors through HUD Section 202 vouchers, we can protect our most vulnerable residents. Finally, true progress requires collaboration. By fostering robust public-private partnerships among employer-assisted housing initiatives, local chambers of commerce, the Housing Authority of the City of Naples, and organizations like Habitat for Humanity, we can create a stable, accessible housing market that keeps our local economy strong.

	undefined: To protect our quality of life and preserve our local economy, Collier County must ensure that infrastructure upgrades match our rapid growth. This requires a commitment to sustained investment, adaptive planning, and strong public-private partnerships. My vision for Collier County focuses on implementing smart growth strategies—such as compact development, transit-oriented design, and green infrastructure—to reduce our environmental footprint while modernizing our utility networks. By actively utilizing technology for proactive planning, efficient code enforcement, and open citizen outreach, we can build a transparent and efficient local government.
Beyond expanding our roads and utilities, our highest priority must be safety and disaster readiness. We must fully fund and execute the 2050 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) while integrating strict environmental resilience into all new county designs. Because of our vulnerable coastal border, we must invest heavily in stormwater infrastructure, flood mitigation, and coastal conservation. I will advocate for a robust, modernized stormwater system engineered to manage the runoff from new developments and directly fix the infrastructure in neighborhoods that have been repeatedly devastated by major hurricanes. .

	making policy decisions: Our local economy, our health, and our unique quality of life rely entirely on how we treat our natural resources. From wetlands to coastal ecosystems, local leadership must balance environmental preservation with community growth through science-based planning and long-term vision. With our extensive western and southern coastlines, coastal resiliency must be a top priority. Protecting our homes, infrastructure, and local economy from hurricanes and tropical storms requires proactive preparation, strong building codes, and consistent enforcement. When we build smarter, our communities recover faster from major storms, which directly protects families from skyrocketing costs in energy, insurance, and healthcare.
In practice, my approach means making the tough but necessary choices to preserve rare habitats, aquifer recharge zones, and floodplains. We must restrict new development to lands with minimal environmental impact while providing clear incentives for sustainable practices in housing, agriculture, and industry. By investing in infrastructure that supports both residents and businesses, and by communicating transparently with the public about every decision, we can secure a safe, prosperous, and resilient future for our county.

	and what strategies would you support to address them: Healthcare decisions belong in the hands of patients and their doctors, not the government. Medical professionals are bound by an oath to act in the best interest of their patients' health, and over-regulating their training only drives critical talent out of our state. Florida already faces severe medical access challenges, particularly in our rural areas; placing restrictions on care only deepens this crisis.
My campaign is focused on easing access to quality care and directly tackling the high cost of medicine. Rather than dictating medical procedures from the legislative floor, we should look at practical solutions to reduce financial burdens. We can lower costs and expand coverage by partnering with state and federal programs to increase Medicaid eligibility and expand CHIP. Furthermore, by supporting community health insurance cooperatives and sliding-scale payment programs, we can ensure that every Floridian has access to the vital care they need without facing financial ruin.


	preserving the quality of life and community character that make Collier County unique: Tourism is a cornerstone of our local economy, but it should never come at the expense of the qualities that make Collier County a great place to live. To build a stronger, more resilient tourism industry, we must focus on smart, sustainable growth. By targeting high-value domestic and niche travel markets, we can attract visitors who truly appreciate our community's unique character. Most importantly, by focusing on ecotourism, we can drive visitor spending directly into our local economy while actively protecting the pristine natural assets and coastlines that draw people here in the first place. When managed thoughtfully, a thriving local economy and environmental preservation go hand-in-hand.
	priorities How do you approach these decisions and what principles guide your decisionmaking: Governing effectively requires a willingness to tackle complex, competing priorities with structure and integrity. My approach is simple: I map out all relevant economic, social, and environmental factors, bring stakeholders to the table to openly discuss trade-offs, and apply a rigorous, evidence-based analysis to find the best path forward. I believe in communicating the rationale behind every decision clearly so that the public always understands the "why" behind the policy.
This process is anchored by core values that I will bring to office every day. I am committed to equity and fairness in how we distribute resources, ensuring that both our economy and our environment are sustained for future generations. I will prioritize absolute transparency and active citizen inclusion in policy design—because government works best when people have a voice. By championing data integrity and choosing long-term vision over short-term political fixes, we can make defensible, impactful decisions that truly serve the public interest.

	undefined_2: When it comes to tackling complex community issues like affordable housing, healthcare access, and economic development, we must recognize a fundamental truth: no single government agency or organization is an island. These challenges are too large and interconnected for any one group to solve alone. True progress requires an active, intersecting community of stakeholders working toward the same goals.
As your representative, I will work to build a transparent, inclusive, and data-driven process for countywide collaboration. By bringing our business leaders, educators, nonprofit advocates, and public servants together, we can break down bureaucratic barriers and maximize our collective strengths. Instead of fragmented, short-term fixes, this collaborative approach will allow us to design sustainable, intelligent solutions that directly elevate the quality of life for every resident in Collier County.

	support to close the funding gap while preserving essential services and longterm investments: When facing revenue shortfalls, a responsible government shouldn't automatically look to raise tax burdens on its residents. Instead, we must take a balanced and sustainable approach that combines strategic spending cuts, operational efficiencies, and diversified, equitable revenue streams. My goal is to ensure that Collier County remains fiscally resilient in the face of economic challenges, while actively safeguarding the public facilities, environmental initiatives, and essential services that our community relies on every day. By eliminating government waste and prioritizing smart, disciplined budgeting, we can keep our local economy strong, protect our taxpayers, and ensure our critical infrastructure is preserved for generations to come.
	infrastructure public safety and other essential services: While the promise of tax relief is always appealing, the proposed constitutional amendment hides a dangerous truth: it strips away substantial local revenue (and thus local control) without offering any plan to replace it. When these property tax dollars vanish, local governments will instantly face severe budget crises. To keep the lights on, they will be forced to cut services, raise other local taxes, or add new fees.
This proposal doesn't solve a problem; it merely creates a new one. It offers absolutely no mechanism to bridge the funding gap, and state lawmakers even stripped out provisionary language that would have established a state trust fund to help financially strained counties weather the storm.
To make up for the loss, the state will be forced to look at alternatives that carry heavy trade-offs. Raising the state sales tax would disproportionately punish renters and low-income families who get zero relief from the amendment. Raising corporate or commercial property taxes will simply drive up operating costs for small businesses and get passed down to residents in the form of higher rent and slower economic development.



