
 
Jane Castor warns property tax amendment could squeeze first responders 
WFLA
By Nathaniel Rodriguez
September 21, 2026
Tampa Mayor Castor warns that Florida’s Amendment 3 could reduce funding for first responders and other municipal services by cutting property tax revenue. The proposal would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028, with a potential path toward elimination. Castor said Tampa relies heavily on property taxes to fund police, fire rescue, parks, recreation and road work. Supporters, including Gov. Ron DeSantis, say the measure would provide homeowners tax relief. Critics, including law enforcement leaders, warn local governments could face service reductions. DeSantis has said the state could provide grants to rural communities facing revenue shortfalls. Amendment 3 requires 60% voter approval and would take effect Jan. 1, 2027.
 
Donna Deegan warns Amendment 3 could force deep Jacksonville cuts
Florida Politics
By A.G. Gancarski 
September 21, 2026
Jacksonville Mayor Deegan is formally opposing Amendment 3, warning the property tax measure could force major reductions in city services. The City Council Auditor estimates Jacksonville could lose $300 million from its 2028-29 budget if voters approve the higher homestead exemption. Deegan says reductions could affect police, fire, parks, libraries, affordable housing, road resurfacing, mosquito control and youth programs. The Jacksonville Civic Council also opposes the amendment, citing concerns about public safety staffing and response times. City officials have already trimmed spending, including by placing $6.22 million in an Amendment 3 contingency account. The proposal would raise the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes to $250,000 by 2028 and requires 60% voter approval.
 


Jacksonville Civic Council opposes Amendment 3 property tax cut
Jacksonville Business Journal
September 21, 2026
The Jacksonville Civic Council opposes Amendment 3, warning that the property tax proposal could reduce funding for public safety and other local services. The measure would raise Florida’s homestead exemption for non-school taxes from $50,000 to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. State economists estimate that local governments and taxing districts could lose roughly $5 billion in the first affected fiscal year, rising to nearly $12 billion annually by year five. The Civic Council says police and fire response times, as well as first-responder recruitment, could suffer. St. Johns County, meanwhile, has placed about $100 million in capital projects on hold while preparing for either outcome. Amendment 3 requires at least 60% voter approval.
 
Jacksonville Civic Council opposes 'sharply reducing' services
Florida Times Union, Bradenton Herald, Yahoo! News
By David Bauerlein
September 22, 2026
homes. "Property taxes, insurance premiums and other everyday expenses continue to put pressure on Florida households," Florida Realtors
 
Jacksonville Civic Council comes out against Amendment 3 tax cut
Jacksonville Today
By Mike Mendenhall
September 21, 2026
no on Amendment 3. In August, the Florida Sheriffs Association released its concerns about cutting property taxes. “The Florida Sheriffs
 
County Commission District 3: C.B. Lorch and Rick Minor set the record straight on issues during candidate forum 
WFSU
By Alaijah Cross 
September 21, 2026
Candidates for Leon County Commission District 3 set the record straight during a candidate forum Monday. The incumbent Minor and his opponent, political newcomer Lorch, discussed the economy, public safety and important decisions voters will have to make come the General Election. “I think we’ve been able to bring new businesses into this community. The Amazon fulfillment center is a great example of us bringing in thousands of jobs, as is the new Buc-ee’s coming to District 3. That is going to bring in 200 jobs,” Minor says. “If Amendment 3 passes, we will have about $3.5 million to fund about $70 million in services that exist right now,” Minor says.
 
Florida Fiscal Conservative Group Opposes Property Tax Amendment
Florida Daily
By Ed Dean
September 22, 2026
Florida TaxWatch (FTW) released its latest “ Florida Taxpayer’s Voter Guide ” for the 2026 Constitutional Amendments, and the organization
 
Kissimmee nears final budget vote with hiring freeze, eye on Amendment 3
WKMG-TV News 6 Orlando
By Stephanie Rodriguez
September 22, 2026
concerns are mounting for many Central Florida cities as the state weighs a sweeping change to how property taxes are collected. Kissimmee
 
 
Florida Amendment 3 Poll: Support Drops Below 60% Limit
Lakeland Gazette
September 22, 2026
support for Amendment 3 falling short of the 60% threshold it would need to pass in November. The proposed constitutional amendment would
 
Osceola County will keep its property tax rate the same
WKMG-TV News 6 Orlando
By Christie Zizo
September 21, 2026
are also finalizing their budgets with an eye toward Amendment 3, which, if approved by at least 60% of Florida voters in November, could
 
Osceola County Adopts FY2027 Budget, Keeps General Fund Tax Rate at 6.7 Mills
Positively Osceola
September 21, 2026
and other government services. A major source of uncertainty is Amendment 3, which will appear on Florida’s Nov. 3 ballot. The measure
 
 
Delray Beach mayor says he's against raising property tax rate
WPTV-TV
By Matt Sczesny
September 21, 2026
a position on Amendment 3, the voter referendum that aims to raise the Homestead Exemption and lower property tax bills across Florida. He
 
Amendment 3 Property Tax reform – An assault on home rule. Please consider before you vote
Mid-Florida Newspapers
By Graham Wells, Howey-in-the-Hills Mayor, and
Sean O’Keefe, Town Manager
September 21, 2026
and municipality in Florida is different, with unique needs and challenges, that can only be solved at the local level. Amendment 3 is a one
 
 
Florida realtors pour millions of dollars into Amendment 3 push as opponents warn of budget cuts
WLRN-TV
Between the Lines with Dara Kam 
Florida Realtors are pumping up support for an effort to pass a proposed constitutional amendment aimed at reducing property taxes for
 
