
Fla. firefighters, sheriffs slam property tax amendment as a ‘train wreck’
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By Ryan Gillespie, Orlando Sentinel
September 16, 2026
Amendment 3 would expand homestead exemptions while reducing a major source of revenue used by local governments to fund law enforcement and fire services
 
Floridafirst responders warn Amendment 3 could slow 911 response
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September 16, 2026
Public safety officials in Florida are calling the property tax relief amendment a “trainwreck” and warning it will lead to slower 911
 
Public safety leaders urge Floridians to vote no on Amendment 3
WKMG-TV & WMFE-FM
By Kayla Kissel
September 16, 2026
Kissel/Central Florida Public Media) (Central Florida Public Media) NOTE: This story originally appeared on Central Florida Public Media’s
 
Delray Beach's cautionary tale an Amendment 3 warning | Opinion
Bradenton Herald
By Rob Long
September 16, 2026
and joined me in restoring a more sustainable rate. Amendment 3, which will appear on Florida's November ballot, would sharply expand the
 

Amendment 3 could reduce funding for children’s services, report warns
Jacksonville Today
By Douglas Soul
September 16, 2026
project that tracks child well-being. ALSO READ : Florida’s Amendment 3 could slash property taxes — and reshape local services CSCs can’t
 
Florida property tax vote consequential and controversial | Opinion
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By Douglas C. Lyons, USA Today Network Florida papers
September 16, 2026
As more and more voters turn their attention to the midterm elections, there's a growing awareness ― and concern ― over a proposed amendment to the Florida Constitution that would change how property taxes and local government spending would work. Depending on who you talk to, it's either a long-awaited blessing or a looming fiscal curse. Amendment 3 is one of three constitutional amendments on the November ballot. It is by far the most controversial and crucial. Unlike ballot initiatives that come from the voters via signed petitions, like the amendments to limit class sizes, legalize recreational marijuana or allow more ex-felons to vote, these amendments were placed on the ballot by the Florida Legislature, with Amendment 3 serving as their answer to the state's growing angst of unaffordability.
 
Shalimar Mayor Mark Franks elected President of Florida League of Cities
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September 16, 2026
the City of Pensacola, and property taxes. Florida voters will have a say on reducing property taxes on the general election ballot in
 
Local governments oppose property tax ballot measure
South Florida Times 
By David Snelling
September 16, 2026
” Florida’s healthcare system also could be impacted if Amendment 3 is approved. A study conducted by Florida Policy Institute said Florida
 
Seminole County Warns Amendment 3 Could Affect 300 Sheriff Positions, $41 Million
Hoodline
By Ethan Chen
September 16, 2026
Seminole County officials are warning that a property-tax amendment headed to Florida voters in November could gut public safety budgets,
 
Palm Beach County cuts PBSO budget by record $32 million, holds tax rate
Bradenton Herald
By Mike Diamond
September 16, 2026
of consternation. Palm Beach County and other local jurisdictions across Florida have come under scrutiny from state officials who have
 
Jacksonville braces for potential $200 million property-tax shortfall
Florida Trib
Molly Farrar
September 16, 2026 
Jacksonville officials face a potential budget gap if voters approve Amendment 3, the property-tax proposal on November’s ballot. City Council Auditor Phillip Peterson projects the city could lose $200 million next year and another $100 million the following year, while the Council Finance Committee has identified roughly $30 million in reductions from Mayor Donna Deegan’s proposed $2 billion general fund budget. Council President Nick Howland supports Amendment 3, saying homeowners need tax relief and city spending should be trimmed. But the Committee’s reductions amount to just over 1% of the budget, far below projected revenue losses. More than $23 million of those reductions could finance public-safety capital projects, including Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office facilities and Fire and Rescue equipment. Another $6 million, affecting nonprofits, cultural programs, eviction assistance and telehealth would be allocated only if Amendment 3 passes. Council member Jimmy Peluso said the current budget should not assume voters will approve the amendment. Council members said a major revenue loss could affect the city workforce, including police and fire staffing. The proposal would increase the homestead exemption for non-school taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. It requires 60% voter approval. Council member Will Lahnen said the city is preserving operating reserves for future budget needs. Council member Rory Diamond criticized the limited reductions, arguing residents will resist continued tax increases regardless of the amendment’s fate. The debate leaves Jacksonville grappling with how much to cut now, while voters decide whether to substantially reduce future property-tax revenue.
 
Lee County approves $3.27B budget, keeps tax rate steady
Gulfshore Business
Evan Williams 
September 16, 2026
Lee County Commissioners approved a $3.27 billion fiscal 2027 budget while holding the countywide property tax rate at 3.7623 mills. The spending plan, up 8.5% from last year, includes increased funding for public safety, transportation, and employee wages, as well as rising insurance costs. The Sheriff’s Office receives $345.4 million, a 5.4% increase, while county reserves climb 9.1% to $768 million. Commissioners also approved a 5% raise for constitutional-office employees after a 3-2 vote increased a previously proposed 4% adjustment. Officials remain concerned about future revenue if voters approve Amendment 3 in November, while residents urged Commissioners to protect conservation programs and nonprofit services from potential cuts.
 
Property tax cut could cost Miami’s public hospital $64M. What it means for care
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patient care if Amendment 3, the property tax cut proposal, is approved in November. If Florida voters agree to slash property taxes, the
 
CBS12 I-Team: Amendment 3 backers say tax relief could help Florida homeowners stay put
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she is now watching Amendment 3 closely. The proposal would raise Florida’s homestead exemption for non-school property taxesto $150,000 in
 
Local officials express concern about elimination of property tax
Daytona Times
By Andrea Butle
September 16, 2026
Florida voters have a decision to make that will impact generations to come. The proposed Amendment 3, if passed, will eliminate property tax. The measure is on the ballot for the midterm general election on Tuesday, Nov. 3. Local governments across the state have warned that eliminating the property tax will cost them to lose revenue for years to come and lead to the loss of essential social services to the public. Daytona Beach alone is reported to lose $7 to $15 million annually.
 
Oviedo warns proposed property tax changes could mean service cuts
WOFL-TV Fox 35
September 16, 2026
With Florida voters set to decide on a proposed constitutional amendment on property taxesthis November, Oviedo leaders are warning
 
Sierra Club Florida calls on voters to oppose Amendment 3
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By Mitch Perry, Florida Phoenix
September 16, 2026
The Sierra Club has become the latest organization on Sept. 9 to announce opposition to Amendment 3 on the November ballot, saying that if passed it “will effectively gut the buckets of local governments in Florida.”
 
Florida Realtors launch campaign urging voters to support Amendment 3 property tax changes
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Floridians to support Amendment 3 . The amendment would increase Florida’s homestead exemption for certain non-school property taxes while
 
Palm Bay city council talk on shifting 911 police dispatch to county draws ire
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property taxes that nurture public safety budgets. In November, Florida voters will decide on Amendment 3, which would limit property taxes
 
DeSantis Awards $10 Million in Florida Law Enforcement Bonuses
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By Rob Garguilo
September 16, 2026
came as Tampa Bay sheriffs raised concerns about Amendment 3, a proposed constitutional amendment on Florida’s November ballot. If approved
 
Bay County leaders weigh $36 million hit if Amendment 3 passes
WJHG
By Leticia Vaelli
September 15, 2026
BAY COUNTY, Fla. (WJHG/WECP) - Bay County leaders weighed the impact of a potential $36 million hit if Amendment 3 passes this November. Amendment 3 is already reshaping Bay County’s financial future. If passed, county officials say it would cut around $36 million in revenue countywide, with a loss of $30 million just in the general fund. Keith Bryant, deputy Bay County manager, said 87% of property tax revenue is spent on emergency services, constitutional officers, emergency reserves and community redevelopment areas (CRAs).
