		




			
Florida Sheriffs, firefighters slam property tax amendment as a ‘train wreck’
Orlando Sentinel & South Florida Sun Sentinel
By Ryan Gillespie 
September 15, 2026
Two of Florida’s best-known conservative sheriffs blasted the proposed Amendment 3, calling the property tax rollback a “train wreck,” “draconian” and an “emergency” as campaigns on both sides of the contentious issue ramp up ahead of the Nov. 3 election.
Alongside about two dozen Sheriffs and representatives from several police and fire unions, Republican Polk County Sheriff Judd said voters should reject the increased homestead exemptions and instead urge Florida lawmakers to develop a better plan to provide property tax relief.
“So vote ‘No on 3’ now, and tell your legislators: ‘Get to work. I want tax relief, and I want my public safety protected. And by the way, I want my stormwater ditches clean, I want my mosquito control, I want my parks, I want my libraries,’” he said, standing in front of a sign reading ‘Amendment 3 is an Emergency.’ “You can have it all with responsible work by your legislators, but not with Amendment 3.”
Republican Seminole County Sheriff Dennis Lemma also told County Commissioners that the potential cuts if Amendment 3 passes would be “devastating.”
He said his agency would see a $41 million decrease in operating revenues and the loss of 300 jobs.
“Calls to 911 will likely be delayed if they are not life-threatening situations,” Lemma said. “It would definitely, without question, have an effect on the quality of life.”
 
Emergency! First responders say Amendment 3 defunds the police
Florida Politics
By A.G. Gancarski 
September 15, 2026
 Polk County Sheriff Judd and Florida first responders are warning that Amendment 3’s property tax cuts could reduce the money available for police, firefighters, and emergency services. The proposal would increase homestead exemptions to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028, with estimates projecting nearly $11.9 billion in lost local revenue over five years. Florida Professional Firefighters President Wayne “Bernie” Bernoska says voters deserve a sustainable plan for funding emergency services before changing the Constitution. Supporters, including Gov. Ron DeSantis and Republican gubernatorial candidate Byron Donalds, maintain local governments can absorb reductions without cutting services. The measure needs 60% voter approval in November.
 
 
Public safety leaders urge Floridians to vote no on Amendment 3
WMFE-FM
By Kayla Kissel
September 15, 2026
amendment would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. Florida Sheriffs
 
Florida Sheriffs Call Property Tax Amendment 3 a ‘Train Wreck’ Ahead of Vote
Hoodline
By Stephanie Reid
September 15, 2026
byFlorida Politics , which reported that the Florida Sheriffs Association joined the Florida State Fraternal Order of Police, Florida
 
Ballot measure would slash Florida property taxes and better local budget
Washington Post
By Brian Dennis
September 16, 2026
— choices facing Florida voters this fall has little to do with candidates running for office. A proposed constitutional amendment could
 
Florida Sheriff’s Association launches ad campaign against Amendment 3
WFTV.com & Sunburn
September 15, 2026
Seminole County Dennis Lemma (R) was blunt Tuesday afternoon.
“It would be devastating,” he told the Seminole County Board of Commissioners about a possible budget reduction due to Amendment Three. “It is the biggest threat to the office of sheriff.” Lemma is talking about the ballot initiative, which would lower property taxes by increasing the homestead exemption to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. The amendment would also reduce the annual cap on assessment increases for non-homestead properties from 10% to 5%. If the amendment passes, Lemma said he’ll have to remove around 300 positions, both vacant and filled… To watch the ad, please click the image below:
 
Lake County Freezes 2050 Growth Plan Until Amendment 3 Vote Settles Finances
Hoodline
By Jasmine Williams
September 15, 2026
What Amendment 3 Would Actually Change Amendment 3 would raise Florida's primary homestead exemption for non-school property taxes from

Florida GOP endorses Amendment 3 — American Planning Association opposes
Florida Phoenix
By Mitch Perry
September 15, 2026
Seven weeks before the Nov. 3 election, Florida organizations are taking stands on Amendment 3, which, if approved by 60 % of the voters, would substantially reduce homestead property taxes while simultaneously reducing revenues for local government services. The Republican Party of Florida on Monday went on the record as supporting the proposal. “Floridians work
 
Amendment 3 could reduce funding for Florida children’s services, report warns
WGCU-FM & WUSF-FM
By Douglas Soule
September 16, 2026
to a new report released by Florida Policy Institute. ALSO READ : Florida’s Amendment 3 could slash property taxes — and reshape local
 
Palm Bay city council talk on shifting 911 dispatch to county draws ire
Florida Today
September 16, 2026
property taxes that nurture public safety budgets. In November, Florida voters will decide on Amendment 3, which would limit property taxes
 
County OKs PBSO taxing district. But 2 commissioners may prevent it.
Bradenton Herald
By Mike Damond
September 15, 2026
tax rollback Amendment 3 before voters statewide on the November ballot. "We are facing a doomsday scenario if the amendment passes,"
 
Beware power grab, tax shift, loss of services if Amendment 3 passes
TCPalm.com
Sam Hay, Port Salerno
September 16, 2026
The proposed Amendment 3 that will appear on our November ballots would provide a reduction in the property tax of homesteaded homeowners, so at first glance it might appear attractive.
In fact, the amendment is a scam that would reduce services and create a threat to public safety. It would further shift power to politicians in Tallahassee with little knowledge or interest in our local concerns. It also would undermine home rule.
The inevitable result would be yet another transfer of wealth and power to those who are already wealthy at the expense of everyone else…If Amendment 3 passes, cash-strapped local government would find itself at the mercy of Tallahassee politicians under the influence of development interests, many from outside our state.
Anyone who is concerned with overdevelopment in Martin County and with the cleanliness of our river should reject this ill-considered measure.
 
Bay County leaders weigh $36 million hit if Amendment 3 passes
WJHG-TV
By Letcia Vaselli
September 15, 2026
the impact of a potential $36 million hit if Amendment 3 passes this November. Amendment 3 is already reshaping Bay County’s financial
 
Seminole County public safety leaders warn Amendment 3 could cost jobs, delay 911 response
WESH-TV
By Patrik Perez
September 15, 2026
help in emergencies. Amendment 3 will be on the ballot this November. If approved by 60% of voters, it would reduce property taxes for some
 
Florida libraries could face closures if property tax vote passes, advocates warn
When in Your State
By Brian Foster
September 15, 2026
Florida voters face Amendment 3 Florida voters will decide Amendment 3 on the November ballot, while library advocates warn the property
 
LETTER: Here are facts about Sarasota's taxes
Charlotte Sun
September 15, 2026
’s paid property taxes were only 21.5% of the county’s total income. Passing Amendment 3 is an attempt to return paid property taxes back
 
Area news briefs for Sept. 16, 2026
Charlotte Sun
September 16, 2026
the Nov. 3 election. The topic will be the Florida State's Amendment 3 question about property taxes, Charlotte County one-cent sales tax
 
DeSantis hands out law enforcement bonuses as sheriffs warn of budget cuts
WFLA-TV
By Mackenzie Laporte
September 15, 2026
Governor Ron DeSantis was in Pasco County Tuesday morning to announce another round of bonuses for new law enforcement recruits across the state.
The event comes as sheriffs in the surrounding Tampa Bay area continue to raise concerns about potential budget cuts if the property tax amendment, Amendment 3, passes in November.
 
Palm Beach County OKs new plan to fund sheriff’s budget. Some residents could pay more.
WTVX-TV
By Abigail Hasebroock
September 15, 2026
Sheriff’s Office. And if voters pass the state’s amendment to cut property taxes in November, county officials say they will not be able to
 
Flagler Tiger Bay Club Holding Amendment 3 Town Hall
WNDB-AM
By Chris Gollon
September 15, 2026
the topic of Amendment 3, the ballot measure which would eliminate enormous amounts of property tax revenue throughout all of Florida. The









