
 
The hidden cost of Amendment 3: a mosquito-sized cut with big Miami consequences | Opinion
Miami Herald
Editorial Board
September 4, 2026
When Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava launched a campaign this week to oppose November’s ballot proposal to cut property taxes, she warned that the decrease in local government revenue “threatens everything from public safety and emergency response to our roads, parks, our libraries.” She’s correct — property taxes fund big-ticket items such as police and fire, among others. But here’s another item that might be on the chopping block but doesn’t get the same buzz: mosquito control. At least 60% of voters must approve Amendment 3 to increase Florida’s homestead exemption on primary homes from $50,000 to $250,000 by 2028. If that happens, the mayor expects the county’s mosquito control program to lose $1 million of a budget that’s projected to be $13.6 million in 2026-27. That number looks small when you consider that Amendment 3 would eliminate an estimated 20% of the $3 billion Miami-Dade collects in property taxes annually, the Herald reported. But the county already underfunds mosquito control compared to places like the Florida Keys, Phil Goodman, a representative of the Florida Mosquito Control Association, told the Herald Editorial Board… 
 
Jeff Brandes: How Amendment 3 could teach rural Florida to stop worrying and love data centers
Florida Politics
September 3, 2026
In June, Jackson County went beyond a moratorium and banned data centers outright. Levy County is moving toward a one-year moratorium. Madison County adopted one in July.
Rural Florida is sending a pretty clear message about massive AI data centers: not here.
ButAmendment 3 may introduce rural Florida to an equally powerful force of nature: MATH.
Amendment 3 doesn’t make data centers prettier, quieter or less thirsty. It makes saying no to them more expensive.
Florida’s Revenue Estimating Conference projects Amendment 3 will reduce local non-school property tax revenue by $4.95 billion in its first year. In year two, when the $250,000 homestead exemption kicks in, the hole jumps to $8.78 billion. Eventually, it approaches $12 billion annually and grows with inflation.
 
Amendment 3 is still a bad deal for Florida, even with honest words
Florida Courier
By Al Lawson
September 3, 2026
carry it. Read the amendment. Ask who benefits and who pays. Then vote no on Amendment 3. Al Lawson represented Florida's 5th Congressional
 
Economic development groups sound the alarm against Amendment 3
Florida Politics & Last Call
By Gabrielle Russon 
September 3, 2026
Two economic development groups are opposing Amendment 3, raising the alarm that cutting revenue from property taxes could hurt economic efforts at the local level. The Florida Economic Development Council and the Orlando Economic Partnership (OEP) both issued statements denouncing the November ballot measure. “Amendment 3 would erode the revenue structure supporting Florida counties and municipalities, resulting in uncertainty and disrupting the balance of the private-public model that prioritizes investments in transportation infrastructure, place-making, and good jobs with sustainable wages for Florida families,” said the Council’s Executive Director, Beth Cicchetti.
 
Will early morning bus service end in Miami-Dade? Mayor pushes a fare increase
Miami Herald
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September 4, 2026
as Florida voters consider a constitutional amendment that would impose a property-tax cut across the state. Miami-Dade estimates Amendment
 
Miami-Dade leaders clash over proposed Amendment 3 as county warns of service cuts
WPLG-TV
By Christina Vasquez
September 3, 2026
Two of Miami-Dade County’s top leaders are taking opposite sides of a proposed constitutional amendment that could significantly change how Florida homeowners are taxed. Miami-Dade Property Appraiser Tomas Regalado is a firm supporter of Amendment 3, while Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine Cava is warning voters that the measure could force the county to cut services. The amendment would increase Florida’s homestead exemption if approved by at least 60% of voters. Supporters say it would provide relief to homeowners struggling with rising costs, while critics argue local governments could lose billions in revenue. Regalado said the need for tax relief is clear. “People are hurting. A lot of people are losing their homes. We have to give them some kind of relief,” he said. “I think that the people here are so angry and so in need of relief that they will vote yes.”
 
Do you have questions about the Property Tax Amendment? We want to hear from you
NBC6 Miami
September 3, 2026
In November, Florida voters will decide whether to increase the non-school homestead property tax exemption to $250,000 by 2028.
If approved, the amendment could mean tax savings for some homeowners. But it could also mean less tax revenue for local governments and potentially affect the services and programs they provide.
As we continue reporting on Amendment 3, we want to hear from you!
 
DeSantis steps back into GOP spotlight amid Hope Florida hits
USA Today Florida Network
By John Kennedy
September 4, 2026
After laying low for weeks, DeSantis engaged with the state’s slate of GOP statewide candidates at a Sept. 1 rally, urging them, "... don't take your foot off the gas."
A day earlier, DeSantis also dropped his stiff-arming of the Amendment 3 property tax proposal that was crafted by Florida lawmakers over his own blueprint. After earlier saying it “wasn’t my proposal,” DeSantis – during an event in Jacksonville – said of Amendment 3 and the campaign to support it that he would be “involved somehow. I don’t know if it’s going to be, like, barnstorming and holding campaign events.” But, he added, “I have other ways where I can kind of get this out and do it, and I think we’re going to do it because I think it’s important.”
 
Backroom Briefing: ‘I’ll Be Involved Somehow’
News Service of Florida
By Jim Turner
September 3, 2026
Gov. Ron DeSantis continues to express increased support for the property tax cut measure the Legislature put before voters on the November ballot. But he still isn’t going to be at the forefront pushing the proposal to voters and believes his approach lawmakers modified was better. “I’ll be involved somehow,” DeSantis said this week during a grant distribution event at Florida State College at Jacksonville. “I don’t know if it’s going to be, like, barnstorming and holding campaign events.” He said he won’t lead a political committee and fundraise across the state for Amendment 3, as the measure will appear on the ballot. “I'm not going to do that just because you know I had an amendment a little bit different,” DeSantis said, referring to the changes made by Republican lawmakers to his proposal.
 
Florida Gov. DeSantis discusses changes to his property tax plan
WKMG-TV
By Anthony Talcott
September 4, 2026
Florida can potentially cover such gaps by digging into surplus state funding. [RELATED: Florida Sheriff Grady Judd rails against Amendment
 
DeSantis says he'll help sell Amendment 3 as local opposition grows
WPTV
By Forrest Saunders
September 3, 2026
Gov. Ron DeSantis says he will help persuade Floridians to approve Amendment 3, lending his political backing to a property-tax proposal facing growing opposition from local leaders who warn the savings could come with service cuts and higher fees.
Speaking Monday, DeSantis said he plans to get involved in the campaign, even though the amendment falls short of the broader tax relief he originally sought. He has not settled on how he will participate and said he would not lead a political committee's statewide fundraising effort.
 
Gov. DeSantis endorses property tax reduction proposal with Amendment 3 on election ballot (Video)
NBC2 News
September 3, 2026
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has endorsed Amendment 3, which proposes increasing the state's homestead exemption and could pave the way for eliminating property taxes, with voters set…
 
Shane Strum becomes first to lead both Broward public hospital districts
WLRN Public Media
By Zoey Thomas
September 4, 2026
Strum takes over as a property tax change amendment looms over public hospital districts. Healthcare systems across the state could lose millions if it passes in November. But if Broward and Memorial work together more, Strum said, the two systems can avoid redundancies and continue serving patients.
 
2026 property tax exemptions: All 50 states ranked 
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September 2, 2026
Property tax exemptions are a vital way for homeowners to reduce their annual tax burdens. 
 
The pros and cons of lower property taxes in Florida
WINK News
The Gulfshore Edit explores how a proposed property tax amendment could affect housing affordability, real estate prices and government services, with FGCU real estate professor Shelton Weeks weighing the potential long-term impact
 
Exclusive — Rep. Randy Fine: Property Taxes Mean You Never Own Your Home, You Just Rent It from the Government
Breitbart News
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to scrap property taxes altogether. In November, Floridians will be voting on an amendment that would massively slash property taxes for
 
Rising tax collections: Local governments seek $6.9 billion from property taxes
Stet News
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shows. The figures buttress the statewide push to reduce property taxes on homesteads. Florida’s unrestrained growth drives property tax
 
