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Florida's Amendment 3 would expand the homestead exemption, significantly reducing property tax revenue for cities and counties. Delray
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Property Appraiser Jay Gardner is voting against Amendment 3, the proposed constitutional amendment that would raise the homestead exemption
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election and one of the most important things on the ballot in Florida is Amendment 3. Orange County residents packed the West Orange High
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The column explores whether citizens who own homesteaded properties should vote for an immediate reduction in their property tax bill or take an informed look at the downside of the proposed constitutional amendment to increase the exemption on homesteaded property. The columnist lists five categories of concern; each of which, in my opinion, is enough reason to vote no. The one that concerns me the most is "Supporters of local control." This proposed amendment is another well-disguised step in transferring ever more political power from local control to those in power at the state level. State politicians have demonstrated that they will do whatever they want regardless of the will of voters. For example, in the past two decades, the administration has ignored the overwhelming voter mandate to adequately fund public education. Local voters in one county after another have overwhelmingly passed and renewed nearly every county sales and property tax referendum to supplement inadequate state funding for pre-kindergarten through 12th-grade public education. The governor already holds such power that he and his legislative and administrative enablers can misuse $10 million of taxpayer money meant for healthcare to oppose a constitutional amendment he didn't like, arrange the appointment of four of his supporters to the presidencies of Florida universities and colleges at annual compensation of over $1 million each, and double down on the cruelty of the Trump administration's immigration "enforcement."
I only stop there as I have reached the 250-word limit of a letter to the editor.
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Florida public hospitals and health care districts could lose $323 million over three years if voters approve a constitutional amendment
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data, Missouri’s Amendment 5 is the worst-performing major tax ballot question in any state in at least fourteen years. Amendment 5 lost in…Among the most troubling initiatives isFlorida’s Amendment 3. 
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conservative policies that have made Florida stronger, freer and the safest state in America to raise a family.” “Florida has set the
 
