
 
Florida TaxWatch lambasts Amendment 3’s property tax reform as a rush job
USA Today Florida Network via Lakeland Ledger
John Pacenti 
August 23, 2026
Florida TaxWatch says the Legislature rushed Amendment 3, the property tax reform initiative. It says there is a great opportunity for the Legislature to get it right in the next few years. Florida TaxWatch, a nonpartisan government watchdog organization, said it would be better if voters defeated Amendment 3, a major property tax cut for homeowners, asserting it fails to keep municipal spending in check and hurts vulnerable Floridians. The Legislature will have a greater opportunity next year when the 25-member Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commission convenes to review the state’s overall tax structure, Florida TaxWatch President Jeff Kottkamp said.
 
‘Unbiased and nonpartisan’: Florida TaxWatch rolls out Amendment 3 ‘resource center’ website
Florida Politics
August 23, 2026
Floridians weighing the pros and cons of November’s property tax ballot item will be able to rely on Florida TaxWatch’snew website for one informed perspective.
The Florida Property Tax Resource Center offers what the group calls “independent, data-driven research to make informed decisions related to Amendment 3.”
The ballot measure, which requires 60% support to pass, would raise homestead exemptions to $250,000 by 2028. The organization, which is dedicated to fiscal discipline, notes on its splash page the hard choices it would impose on local governments closest to the voters and their immediate needs.
“Amendment 3 would cut local property taxes by an estimated $45.8 billion over five years,” the website warns.
 
Florida Realtors support property tax reform
FloridaRealotrs.org
By Amy Connolly
August 23, 2026
Florida Realtors®’ Board of Directors today approved the association’s support of Amendment 3, wrapping up the association’s Governance Meetings following its 2026 Convention & Trade Expo.
If approved by at least 60% of voters, Amendment 3 would increase the homestead property tax exemption, lower the annual assessment cap on non-homestead properties and make other changes to Florida’s property tax system.
Florida Realtors statement:
“Florida Realtors supports Amendment 3 because it offers voters an opportunity to provide meaningful property tax relief while strengthening Florida’s commitment to attainable homeownership. Florida Realtors encourages Floridians to learn more about it, and to vote Yes on Amendment 3 this November.”
 
Property tax plan was DeSantis’ idea, so why isn’t he campaigning for it?
USA Today Florida Network
Curt Anderson
August 17, 2026
For months, DeSantis pushed hard for a constitutional amendment that would drastically change the state’s property tax system. The GOP-led state Legislature went along, passing a proposal that will appear on the Nov. 3 ballot. But unlike his high-profile campaigns that successfully defeated amendments legalizing recreational marijuana and boosting abortion rights, DeSantis isn’t taking a lead role on the tax amendment. Without DeSantis in the bully pulpit and organized opposition growing, it’s like the property tax amendment is out on an island alone. “Measures typically perform better when there’s a campaign to support them,” said Craig Burnett, political science Chair at Florida Atlantic University. “Not having elected officials support the measure does make it something of an orphan.”
 

After Amendment 3 — protect counties. Let some cities go.
Florida Politics
Jeff Brandes 
August 24, 2026
Amendment 3 could force Florida to confront what happens when municipalities can no longer afford to operate. Counties must be protected because they provide the governmental backstop when cities fail, but struggling municipalities shouldn’t automatically receive indefinite state subsidies. Florida instead needs an orderly process for cities that become financially unsustainable. Lawmakers should make shared services easier to manage, modernize dissolution laws, and establish procedures for transferring assets, liabilities, debts, employees, and services. Temporary state assistance should finance transitions, not prolong decline. A municipality can disappear without destroying its community; residents still need roads, firefighters and other services regardless of which government provides them. The real danger is waiting until years of deterioration leave county taxpayers with the bill.
 
Florida property tax amendment risks after-school, child-care funding
TCPalm.com
By Jack Lemnus
August 24, 2026
97% of its revenue from property taxes. If Amendment 3 passes in November — essentially eliminating non-school property taxes — the council
 
Letter: Beware unintended consequences of property tax amendment
TCPalm.com
August 24, 2026
By Ronald D. Roberts, Sebastian
Voters need to consider what can be the consequence of the loss of revenue and what local and county governments consider taxing to make up for this loss.
 
Letter: Tax amendment worthwhile given spending problem?
TCPalm.com
August 24, 2026
Greg DeJohn, Sewall’s Point
Note the quote from Florida TaxWatch on the subject in TCPalm: “... the 2024 statewide collection of $55 billion in property tax collections was double what was collected a decade earlier, with much of that increase coming in the previous four years.”
We need to let this sink in when considering our vote on this matter.
 
Editorial: Separating truth from fiction in property-tax amendment
Orlando Sentinel Editorial Board
August 23, 2026
Florida’s Constitution is not meant to be a political plaything, dangled as ballot bait and larded with misleading promises. Proposed amendments should not be rammed through the Legislature in a few days’ time — the same Legislature that has made it all but impossible for anyone outside the Tallahassee power centers to propose any amendments to the constitution. And if the Legislature messes up the wording of a proposed amendment so badly that a judge has to strike it from the ballot, it should fall to the Legislature to fix in open session — not re-written behind closed doors by a governor and attorney general from the executive branch, who have no constitutional authority to write amendments at all.
 
Letter: Problem is insurance, not taxes
Orlando Sentinel
By Pat Holding, Dania Beach
August 23, 2026
I have been reading everything I can about the property tax amendment. Then I got my property insurance bill…If the Florida Legislature really cared about Floridians, then the amendment would have been to decrease or at least place a yearly cap on property insurance premiums.
 
Pinellas eyes campus reserves to save Weedon Island
WUSF-FM
By Aaron Styza
August 23, 2026
A risk exacerbated by the looming possibility that Amendment Three, which would eliminate property taxes (one of few revenue-generating
 
Florida homeowners could get major tax relief, but local services may take a hit
When In Your State
By Leo Heit
August 22, 2026
Florida tax relief carries a tradeoff Florida homeowners could receive property tax relief if Amendment 3 passes, with the proposal
 
Byron Donalds details affordability plans, defends Trump economy in interview
Miami Herald
By Sergio R. Bustos
August 22, 2026
when Hurricane Andrew devastated South Florida. He said he would also revisit property tax cuts — if Florida voters reject Amendment 3 in
 
Treasure Island starts putting a price on what it can live without
St. Pete Catalyst
By Matthew Reed
August 22, 2026
over possible changes to Florida’s property tax system. Part of that concern stems from Amendment 3, which Florida voters will consider Nov.
 
Ashley Moody becomes stronger Polymarket bet after Angie Nixon nomination
Florida Politics
By A. G. Gancarski
August 22, 2026
Jolly and Nixon as socialists out of step with Florida. The thinly traded market for Amendment 3 , which would increase homestead exemptions
 
Property Tax Relief, Yes; Surrendering Local Control, No
Substack: Conservative Ladies of America
August 22, 2026
and Florida voter Property tax relief is on the ballot in Florida this November. I strongly support lowering property taxes for Florida
 


EDITORIAL: Candidates must address real problems
Charlotte Sun & Venice Gondolier Sun
August 22, 2026
of Floridians — especially their financial future. The proposed amendment on reducing property taxes is a big issue — but not the only
 
Florida's Amendment 3 could affect renters through local services
Bay News 9-Tampa
By Fadia Patterson
August 21, 2026
property taxes go down,” he said. Supporters say the amendment would provide additional tax relief for homeowners and could benefit Florida’
 
Florida manufactured homeowners say Amendment 3 could leave them without tax relief
Spectrum News/My News 13
By Fadia Patterson
August 23, 2026
As Florida voters consider a proposed constitutional amendment that would change the state’s property tax system, some manufactured homeowners say they could be left out of the proposed relief.
The Federation of Manufactured Homeowners of Florida is opposing Amendment 3, arguing that many residents who own their manufactured homes but lease the land underneath them would not receive a direct reduction in their property taxes.
 
