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Whitehurst explained that he wholeheartedly supports having more money on hand for protecting conservation land, but that the timing is poor with the vote on Amendment 3 also on ballots and statewide efforts to root out so-called “wasteful” spending in high gear. Arnold agreed. “We are literally asking people to cut their taxes and raise their taxes on the same ballot at the same time,” she said.
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“This is not just about Wildwood,” said Commissioner Joe Elliott. He said the referendum would weaken cities and counties and possibly cause the disbanding of some cities. “Nobody likes paying taxes,” he said. “We should be advocating to disapprove.” Elliott suggested posting signs on police cars and parks, reminding people that their property taxes pay for that. Commissioner Julilan Green said a lawsuit forced changes in the referendum’s wording to make it less biased. He said the referendum would be unfair because new homeowners cannot access the credit for five years. Despite the lure of lower taxes, many people are aware of the consequences, said Commissioner David Fontaine.
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I almost fell out of my chair reading former Republican state Sen. Jeff Brandes' viewpoint on the proposed Florida property tax amendment. I have to admit, it's not often — actually, almost never — that I find myself agreeing with a Republican politician.
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state university system, which includes Florida International University, Florida State University, the University of Florida and others, to
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approve in November a proposed constitutional amendment aimed at slashing property taxes. The future of that amendment is up in the air, as
 
