 
Donalds takes role as biggest backer of Florida’s property tax measure
POLITICO Florida
By Gary Fineout
August 5, 2026
He’s encouraged voters to support Florida’s property tax overhaul on the November ballot. He’s spending millions on television ads promising to cut property taxes. And he’s pledging to keep pushing for even more cuts in the future.
While Amendment 3 has become somewhat of a political orphan since the Legislature sent it to voters, there’s one Republican who may keep it in the spotlight all the way up to Election Day: GOP Rep. Byron Donalds.
 
Poll: Property tax amendment fails if voters are aware of ‘tradeoffs’
Florida Politics
A.G. Gancarski
August 6, 2026
A new poll from the conservative James Madison Institute finds that Amendment 3 enjoys broad support among voters—at least when the potential consequences are not fully explained. But when voters are given more information about what the amendment would mean in practice, support drops below the 60% threshold required for constitutional amendments to pass in Florida. When the proposal is presented without mention of tradeoffs, 74% of registered voters and 76% of likely voters say they support the measure, which would raise the homestead exemption to $250,000 by 2028. Nearly half — 44% — say they strongly support it.
 
‘Not fair.’ In property tax battle, Florida pushed a slogan instead of voter information | Opinion
Miami Herald Editorial Board
August 5, 2026
— truth about Amendment 3, the November proposal to cut property taxes in Florida. The ballot language for the proposed amendment is
 
Democratic lawmakers join advisory committee for anti-Amendment 3 push
Florida Politics
By A.G. Gancarski
August 5, 2026
Save Our Services, an effort dedicated to stopping the state’s property tax amendment from passing this fall, has enlisted 31 Democrats in the Senate and House as part of its advisory committee.
The lawmakers signing on to the effort are not a real surprise given that the Florida Democratic Party signaled its opposition last month.
 
Florida property tax plan faces scrutiny in Brevard County over cuts
Florida Today
Tyler Vazquez 
August 5, 2026
County Manager Jim Liesenfelt said that although many county services would be protected under the law, nearly all facets of government operations would be impacted by Amendment 3 if it passes. “Just because a service is defined as a core service does not mean it’s going to be held harmless,” Liesenfelt said. According to figures from Brevard County, the following government services would face steep cuts: $7.3 million for law enforcement, $6 million for fire rescue, $18.6 million for parks and recreation, $2.1 million for road and bridge infrastructure, $6.2 million for libraries, $1.4 million for environmentally endangered lands and $2.5 million for mosquito control. Non-core services would see deeper impacts, Liesenfelt said, and it’s likely library branches would be closed.
 
Marco Island needs money for roads and bridges, but tax rate stays even
Fort Myers News-Press & Naples Daily News 
By J. Kyle Foster
August 5, 2026
Marco Island City Council members disagree on property taxes and how to pay for needed city infrastructure improvements. With a $23 million bond referendum on the Aug. 18 ballot that would pay for some but not all the city’s infrastructure needs, two City Council members — Vice Chair Rene Champagne and Councilor Kevin Dohm — supported a higher preliminary tax rate as budget discussions continue for the new tax year that starts Oct. 1. The Council eventually held two votes — one to increase the millage rate to 1.3000 per $1,000 assessed value and one to keep it at the current rate of 1.2670. Millage neutral won out despite Champagne, Dohm and one resident’s arguments.
 
California tax warning fuels Amendment 3 opposition
Reprinted in Sunburn, August 6, 2026
Orlando Sentinel
By David Wolfe 
Florida has a chance to avoid repeating California’s costly mistake. Large constitutional property tax cuts may sound appealing, but without a credible replacement revenue plan, the costs shift elsewhere. California’s Proposition 13 ultimately led to higher sales taxes, rigid ballot-box budgeting and a proliferation of regressive parcel taxes that burden homeowners regardless of property value. Amendment 3 risks producing similar results, with longtime homeowners benefiting most. At the same time, renters, small businesses and newer residents shoulder a larger share of the tax burden through higher fees and indirect costs. Rather than shrinking government, the proposal could reduce budget flexibility, strain funding for essential services such as public safety, and leave future lawmakers scrambling to fill an increasingly expensive fiscal hole.
 
Election 2026: A closer look at Florida's gubernatorial candidates
Florida Times Union & USA TODAY Florida newspapers (18+)
By Curt Anderson
August 6, 2026
possible career. On property taxes: Favors getting rid of property taxes entirely but recognizes many smaller Florida counties could suffer
 
Here’s what lawmakers cut from Florida Gov. DeSantis’ property tax plan
WKMG-TV
By Anthony Talcott
August 6, 2026
to approve it. The amendment in question — HJR 1F — would make several changes related to property taxes in Florida: Homestead Exemptions
 
Judge Orders Rewrite of Florida Property Tax Ballot Measure
WJNO-AM
By Rob Garguilo
August 5, 2026
ruled that the ballot language for a proposed Florida constitutional amendment addressing property taxes must be rewritten, finding that the
 
Tax cut or train wreck? Amendment 3 opposition gains muscle as supporters stay muted
Tampa Bay 28 (WFTS)
Forrest Saunders
August 5, 2026
supporting it has yet to emerge. The campaign against Florida’s sweeping property-tax amendment is expanding by the day. A comparable
 
Local governments must finalize budgets before Florida voters decide on property taxes
WINK News
By Olivia Jean
August 5, 2026
LEE COUNTY, Fla. (WINK) — Florida voters won't decide the fate of Amendment 3 until November, but cities and counties across the state don't
 
Growing concerns over Amendment 3 as more groups speak out against the property tax proposal
WJXT-TV
By Heather Bazley
August 5, 2026
60 percent of Florida voters in November. The Florida Sheriffs Association said this week that approval of the amendment would potentially
 
What Florida's Amendment 3 could mean for affordable housing, CRAs and Miami-Dade neighborhoods
WLRN-TV
By Amelia Orjuela Da Silva
August 5, 2026
Miami-Dade could shrink if Florida voters approve Amendment 3 in November. The proposed constitutional amendment, currently titled "Save
 
Methodology approved, rate at 0, but fire services still need to be funded
Mid Florida Newspapers
By Brenda Locklear
August 5, 2026
also wants to see the potential impact if state Amendment 3 passes in this year’s election. The amendment exempts the first $250,000 of a
 
Florida property tax plan faces scrutiny in Brevard County over cuts
Florida Today
By Tyler Vazquez
August 5, 2026
if a statewide referendum passes doing away with nearly all homestead property taxes. County manager Jim Liesenfelt said that although many
 
St. Petersburg officials prepare for millions in lost tax revenue
WUSF
By Matthew Reed, St. Pete Catalyst
August 5, 2026
St. Petersburg is preparing for a financial problem city leaders hope never arrives.
Months before Florida voters decide whether to approve Amendment 3, city administrators are preparing to hire a consultant to develop a fire assessment, one of the few legal ways the city could replace lost property tax revenue if the constitutional amendment passes.
 
South Florida officials, residents react to Tallahassee court's ruling for rewrite of property tax ballot language
CBS News Miami
By Ted Scouten
August 5, 2026 
A court in Tallahassee has ordered a rewrite of the ballot language for a proposed property tax relief amendment, ruling that the current title is misleading and fails to meet neutrality standards.
The court determined that the proposed title, "Save Our Homes From Excessive Property Tax," functions more as a political slogan than a fair, neutral summary. The ruling noted that the word "save" was "designed to elicit an emotional response and is improper," and that the phrase "Save our homes" was misleading.

