
Florida judge slams property tax amendment as defective
POLITICO Florida
By Gary Fineout
August 4, 2026
TALLAHASSEE, Florida — A state judge ruled late Monday night that Florida’s proposed property tax overhaul contains political slogans and misleads voters, sending it back to the state attorney general for a rewrite before it heads to the November ballot.
 
Florida judge rules property tax amendment misleading, orders rewrite
Tampa Bay Times via Sun Sentinel
Romy Ellenbogen
August 4, 2026
The property tax proposal initially pushed by Gov. Ron DeSantis can’t appear on the ballot the way his office wrote it, a Tallahassee judge ruled late Monday night.
 
Judge rules Florida property tax ballot language misleading
USA TODAY NETWORK of Florida papers
Jim Rosica
August 4, 2026
A Tallahassee judge said the title and summary for the November ballot initiative to reduce homeowners' property tax, originally proposed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, is "clearly and conclusively defective" and ordered it rewritten.
 
Leon Judge Orders Rewrite of Property Tax Ballot Measure
News Service of Florida
By Gray Rohrer
August 4, 2026
TALLAHASSEE – The title and summary of a property tax cut proposal to be placed on the November ballot contain political rhetoric and are misleading, and must be redrafted, a Leon Circuit Court judge ruled late Monday.
 
Florida judge orders rewrite of property tax referendum
Axios
By Martin Vassolo
August 4, 2026
the referendum, "Save Our Homes From Excessive Property Taxes," was too political, the Florida Phoenix reports. The ballot summary language
 
Amendment 3 ballot title, summary language, don’t pass muster, judge rules
Florida Phoenix, The Bradenton Times, WLRN-TV, News from the States
By Christine Sexton
August 4, 2026
A Florida circuit court judge has ordered Attorney General James Uthmeier to rewrite significant portions of the ballot and summary title of Amendment 3, ruling the words “Save our Homes from Excessive Property Taxes” are “akin to a political slogan” in violation of state law.


James Uthmeier says team is taking a ‘hard look’ at court demand for revised property tax amendment language
Florida Politics
A.G. Gancarski
August 4, 2026
“The team is looking at that. This just came down. We got it this morning. So we’re giving it a hard look and we’ll have updates soon. Sorry, I don’t have anything more specific right now,” Uthmeier said in Panama City.
 
Saving voters from a deceptive tax question | Editorial
South Florida Sun Sentinel
By Editorial Board
August 4, 2026
Gov. Ron DeSantis and his allies in the Legislature gave no more thought to fairly describing the property tax amendment than to its disastrous consequences for Florida — that is, none. But a state judge in Tallahassee, David Frank, did not mince words about the deception of Amendment 3. He started a clock Monday night, giving Attorney General James Uthmeier 10 days to rewrite it without propaganda, as state law requires.
The judge cannot throw the question off the ballot. As Frank noted in his 18-page order, whether it passes is “the exclusive domain of the voters.” But voters will now see a more honest description of it — if Uthmeier gets the message.
 
Eliminating property taxes will make Miami less affordable for most residents | Opinion
By Annie Lord, the executive director of Miami Homes for All.
Miami Herald
August 4, 2026
This November, Florida voters will be asked to decide on the most radical restructuring of Florida’s tax system in decades. HJR 1-F would increase the homestead exemption to $250,000 over two years and lay the groundwork for the potential elimination of homestead property taxes.
 
Conservation group warns of the risks from Amendment 3
By Lucia Viti
USA Today network via Reuters Connect
August 4, 2026
1000 Friends of Florida, a statewide organization advocating conservation and sustainable growth, has publicly announced its opposition to Florida's property tax measure, Amendment 3. Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Florida Legislature have placed an initiative on the Nov. 3 general election ballot that would raise the homestead exemption on primary residences from $50,000, as it is now, to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. If passed by 60% of voters, it will significantly impact traditional revenue of local communities.


‘Often wrong’: Byron Donalds raises doubt about Revenue Estimating Conference read on Amendment 3
Florida Politics
A.G. Gancarski
August 4, 2026
“We’ve seen it in the Legislature time and time again. When I was there, we were told that there was going to be a revenue shortfall of about $3.5 billion that didn’t happen. Right now, the Revenue Estimating Conference is estimating a $6 billion shortfall over the next couple of years, and we have to plan for that. But the truth is, they’ve been wrong about this several times.”
 
Political Connections: Judge makes ruling on Amendment 3 wording, and Polk's sheriff urges voters to reject it
Spectrum News 13
August 4, 2026
property tax in Florida. Circuit Judge David Frank described both the initiative's title and ballot summary as misleading. Florida Attorney
 
Court Orders Rewrite of Florida Property Tax Amendment Summary
The Capitolist
By Capitolist Staff 
August 4, 2026
ballot title and summary for a proposed constitutional amendment that would make sweeping changes to Florida’s property tax system, ruling
 
Judge finds Amendment 3 ballot language misleading
Lehigh Acres Citizen, Cape Coral Breeze
By Valarie Harring
August 4, 2026
“The ballot summary tells voters that the amendment ‘benefits Florida taxpayers,'” the order states. “Whether the amendment would ‘benefit’
 
‘It’s a train wreck:’ Florida Sheriff Grady Judd rails against new property tax proposal
WKMG-TV
By Anthony Talcott
August 4, 2026
members of the Florida Sheriff’s Association had concerns about the proposal, Amendment 3 . “Make no mistake about it: the Florida sheriffs


Polk County sheriff calls Amendment 3 ballot initiative 'ludicrous'
Lakeland Ledger
By Sara-Megan Walsh
August 4, 2026
Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd has urged Floridians to vote against the state's proposed Amendment 3, which would drastically cut property tax revenues for local communities if passed in November.
"We all want reasonable tax relief, and that's possible," he said. "This is the most ludicrous piece of unresearched stuff I've ever seen."
 
Could property tax cut come at a cost to children's healthcare?
WUSF
By Ana Lizama
August 2, 2026
As the proposal heads to the ballot, some Floridians are questioning how a reduction in property tax revenue could affect public services, including children's healthcare. More than 4 million Floridians, about 17% of the population, were enrolled in Medicaid in 2025 according to the state's Florida Health Charts online database. Mary Mayhew, president and CEO of the Florida Hospital Association, said that about 2 million of them are children


Children's Trust faces up to $3M in cuts if property tax reform passes
Pensacola News Journal
August 5, 2026
2029-30 if voters pass the state property tax reform amendment . The proposed constitutional amendment would, if approved by voters in the
 
Florida judge blocks Amendment 3 ballot language, orders rewrite before November vote
WPTV-TV, WFLX-TV,Yahoo! News, Tampa Bay 28 (WFTS) 
By Forrest Saunders
August 4, 2026
soon." What Amendment 3 would do If approved, Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes from the
 
Judge orders Florida to rewrite the property tax amendment ballot language
WUSF-FM, WMFE-FM, Jacksonville Today, WUWF-FM, GHQ.fm (G’ville FL) WLRN
By Douglas Soule
August 4, 2026
the November general election. The amendment will pass if at least 60% of voters approve it. The Florida Legislature had a special session
 
Polk County sheriff calls Amendment 3 ballot initiative 'ludicrous'
USA TODAY Network of Florida papers (17 newspapers/publications)
By Sara-Megan Walsh
August 4, 2026 
passed Amendment 3, they had never seen a financial analysis of that amendment," he said. "They have no idea the devastation of Amendment 3
 
Voters in Florida county to vote on tax that generated $56 million
TCPalm.com & Bradenton Herald
By Tim O’Hara
August 4, 2026
reliance on property taxes alone," St. Lucie County Infrastructure Citizens Oversight Committee Chair Ken Kroll wrote in support. Florida
 
Florida property tax amendment is misleading, must be rewritten, judge rules
WKMG-TV, WJXT-TV, Europe Says
August 4, 2026
amendment that is supposed to go before voters in November is misleading, a Florida judge ruled Tuesday. The judge is ordering the Florida
 
Tampa proposes $2B budget with a cautious eye on looming property tax changes
Florida Politics
By Jess Mendoza
August 4, 2026
Tampa is proposing a $2.04 billion budget that keeps city services and infrastructure work moving while preserving a larger financial cushion ahead of a potential property tax overhaul that could cost the city as much as $40 million the following year.
 
Judge rules property tax proposal misleading; must be rewritten
Mid Bay News
By Meredith McColmon
August 4, 2026
how the amendment could affect Florida residents who rent. The summary says the amendment will “ensure fairness for Florida residents,” but
 
Judge rules Florida Amendment 3 ballot language unlawful, orders 10-day rewrite
WTVT-TV
By Evan Axelbank
August 4, 2026
A Florida judge ordered the property tax amendment — Amendment 3 — to be re-written by the attorney general within 10 days The Florida
 
Judge orders property tax ballot initiative title, description rewritten
WUSF-FM
By Tristan Wood
August 4, 2026
would lead to local budget shortfalls and fewer public services. The amendment needs support from at least 60% of Florida voters to pass.
 
Florida Judge Orders Attny General to Rewrite Property Tax Ballot Measure
NewsRadio WFLA, WFLF-AM, WFLA-FM, WJNO-FM, Z105, WMMB-AM, 107.0 The Zone, Sunny 98.5, Real Radio 104.1
By Karen Curtis
August 4, 2026
of Amendment 3, "Save Our Homes from Excessive Property Taxes," is misleading and biased. State law requires constitutional amendment
 
Florida Democrats Warn Voters Against Amendment 3
West Orlando News
August 4, 2026
Florida Democrats are warning voters against Amendment 3 to cut property taxes, saying it will cut local services and threaten public safety
 
Hendry County would lose $16.7 million under property tax amendment
Land O News
By Richard Marion
August 4, 2026
if voters approve the cuts to property taxes on the ballot this November. According to data released by the state of Florida’s Revenue
 
Judge orders Florida property tax ballot language rewritten before November election
WTVX-TV & WPEC-TV CBS 12
By Tiffany Rizzo
Excessive Property Taxes,” uses political rhetoric and could mislead voters by suggesting the amendment would guarantee lower property taxes
 
Florida Judge Orders Property-Tax Ballot Rewrite Over ‘Political Slogan’
Realtor.com, WDC News 6, Yahoo! News
By Allaire Conte
August 4, 2026
that is supposed to explain an amendment’s purpose. “The purpose of a ballot summary is to explain what an amendment would do, not to
 
Fort Myers sets fiscal 2027 property tax ceiling
Gulfshore Business
August 4, 2026
he believes raising taxes discourages growth. Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption on nonschool property taxes to $150,000 in
 
Florida judge rules Amendment 3 ballot language misleading, blocks it from November election
WESH-TV
By Justin Schecker
August 4, 2026
ballot language for Florida's Amendment 3 is defective and misleading, preventing its inclusion in the November election. The amendment,


St. Pete officials prepare for millions in lost tax revenue
St. Pete Catalyst
Matthew Reed 
August 4, 2026
Months before Florida voters decide whether to approve Amendment 3, city administrators are preparing to hire a consultant to develop a fire assessment, one of the few legal ways the city could replace lost property tax revenue if the constitutional amendment passes.
 
St. Pete Beach Commissioners want more resident input before ruling out a property tax increase
Creative Loafing Tampa
Trei Johnson and Gulfport Gabber 
August 4, 2026
St. Pete Beach Commissioners left the door open to a potential property tax increase during their July 28 meeting by setting a tentative maximum millage rate for Fiscal Year 2027, but they did not approve a tax hike. 
