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Florida’s property tax amendment wording is misleading, lawsuit says. A judge will decide.
Sun Sentinel via News Service of Florida (article here)
By Gray Rohrer
July 29, 2026
A Leon Circuit Court judge heard arguments Wednesday over whether the property tax cut proposal to be placed on the November ballot is misleading to voters.
Three groups of plaintiffs, including former local government elected officials and a former Republican legislator, contend the title and ballot summary approved by the GOP-led Legislature in June uses “emotional and political rhetoric” designed to sway voters.
The proposed constitutional amendment (HJR 1F) would increase the current $50,000 homestead exemption to $150,000 next year and $250,000 the following year. The exemption, however, wouldn’t apply to the portion of the property tax bill levied for K-12 public schools.
Another provision of the measure would lower the cap on annual assessments of non-homesteaded properties from 10 percent to 5 percent…
…
Judge David Frank didn’t immediately rule from the bench after the two-hour hearing. If he finds part of the ballot measure defective, Attorney General James Uthmeier would have 10 days to correct the issues.
There could be a time crunch, however, as general election mail ballots would start being printed at the end of August…

Judge scrutinizes ballot pitch for property tax amendment
State Affairs Florida
By Jim Saunders
July 29, 2026
A Leon County circuit judge Wednesday weighed whether a proposed constitutional amendment on reducing property taxes should be rewritten, with the measure’s critics arguing it improperly includes “political rhetoric” to sway voters.
Judge David Frank did not issue a ruling after a two-hour hearing, but he faces what one lawyer called a “time crunch.” Elections supervisors could start printing ballots for the November election as soon as Aug. 27, when primary election results will be certified.

Florida property tax amendment reads like 'political flyer,' court told
Tallahassee Democrat & USA Today Florida Network of newspapers (22)
By John Kennedy
July 29, 2026
Beginning with the title, "Save Our Homes from Excessive Property Taxes," the amendment quickly strays from a legal course, attorneys for

Judge weighs legal fight over sweeping property-tax amendment
Gary Fineout of POLITICO 
July 29, 2026
A Leon County judge is weighing whether to require changes to the ballot language for Amendment 3, the proposed constitutional amendment that would significantly expand Florida’s homestead tax exemption. David Frank heard arguments Wednesday in lawsuits alleging the measure’s title and summary use misleading language designed to sway voters, while state attorneys argued the wording fairly explains the proposal. Frank ordered final briefs by Monday as election officials prepare November ballots following the Aug. 18 Primary Election. Even if he rules against the ballot language, the amendment would remain on the ballot, with the Attorney General authorized to rewrite the title and summary if necessary.

Florida court weighs challenge to Amendment 3 ballot language
The Center Square, Pasco News, Key Biscayne Portal, Yahoo! News, Fort Wayne Business Weekly WPGX-Fox28, The Best Times, WGUL-AM, The Citizen of East Alabama
By Merrilee Gasser
July 29, 2026
…The judge concluded Wednesday’s hearing by saying it was “an excellent example of quality advocation.”
“The work you did in your written briefs, the work you did in your oral presentations today has been absolutely excellent on the part of all the parties and I feel like it deserves a comment on the record,” Judge David Frank said.
Proposed orders are due by Monday afternoon.

Judge hears challenge to Florida property tax ballot measure title over claims it misleads voters
CBS Miami Team, WTVT-TV, Miami Herald, Orlando Sentinel
July 29, 2026
A Leon Circuit Court judge heard arguments Wednesday over whether the property tax cut proposal to be placed on the November ballot is misleading to voters.
Three groups of plaintiffs, including former local government elected officials and a former Republican legislator, contend the title and ballot summary approved by the GOP-led Legislature in June uses "emotional and political rhetoric" designed to sway voters…
Judge weighs challenge to ballot language in Florida property tax amendment
WUSF-FM, WMFE-FM, WGCU-FM, WUWF-FM, WLRN
By Doug Soule
July 30, 2026
fairness for Florida residents. Requires any person who establishes Florida residency after January 1, 2027, to maintain Florida residency

No ruling on Amendment 3 tax initiative challenges as primary inches closer
Florida Phoenix, The Bradenton Times, News from the States, Yahoo! News
By Christine Sexton
July 29, 2026
The fate of Amendment 3 — a far-reaching property tax cut proposal that could cost cities and counties as $12 billion per year during the next five years — will soon be decided by a circuit court judge in Leon County.
A trio of lawsuits filed by former elected officials and a group called Save Our Voters from Misleading Ballot Language challenged the wording of the amendment’s ballot summary set by the Florida Legislature. Judge David Frank must decide whether to toss the lawsuits or order the measure rewritten.

Florida judge faces rush to rule on property tax amendment
WFLA-TV
Mackenzie LaPorte
July 29, 2026
the fate of what Amendment 3 will look like on the ballot. Three separate lawsuits are all seeking to have the property tax amendment’s

Florida judge weighs whether Amendment 3 ballot language is neutral or a political pitch
WPTV-TV, WFLX-TV
By Forrest Saunders
July 29, 2026
judge heard arguments Wednesday over whether the ballot title and summary for Florida's Amendment 3 property-tax proposal give voters a fair

Proposed property tax amendment could save homeowners money but strain governments’ budgets
WJHG-TV
By Isabella Benjumea
July 29, 2026
A proposed amendment on Florida’s November ballot could mean big savings for homeowners but less money for counties and cities. Amendment 3

Judge hears challenge to Florida property tax ballot language, no immediate ruling
WTVX-TV & WPEC-TV
By Antoinette DelBel
July 29, 2026
afternoon in a legal challenge over the wording of Florida's Amendment 3 ballot question on property taxes but did not make a ruling. The

‘Summer camp is childcare’: Amendment 3 may protect school funding, but summer camp is another story
WJAX-TV
By Jake Stofan
July 29, 2026
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The proposed Amendment 3 on the ballot in Florida may not impact property taxes collected by school districts, but the

Fort Myers weighs first property tax hike in decade
Gulfshore Business
By Evan Williams
July 29, 2026
economic uncertainty tied to inflation, energy costs and Amendment 3. If 60% of voters approve Amendment 3 in November, the measure would

The Scoop: Wed. July 29, 2026, Tampa Bay and Florida headlines by WMNF
WMNF-FM
July 29, 2026
sales surtax, not property taxes, and county officials say they do not expect the November homestead tax exemption amendment to directly

Property Tax Changes Homeowners 65 and Older Should Watch in 2026
Kiplinger
By Kelley R. Taylor
July 29, 2026
2027. Florida homestead exemption: Amendment 3 Florida voters will decide in November whether to approve a constitutional amendment that

Hillsborough sought Rays deal safeguards amid property-tax reform concerns
Tampa Bay Business Journal 
Emma Behrmann
July 29, 2026
Hillsborough County officials sought to build protections into the proposed Tampa Bay Rays stadium agreement as they weighed the financial impact of a proposed property-tax amendment headed to the November ballot. Emails obtained by the Tampa Bay Business Journal show county officials considered adding a termination clause and delaying bond validation if the referendum passes, citing concerns about potential revenue losses. Negotiators also questioned the Rays’ mixed-use development projections, arguing they fell short of earlier economic impact estimates used to justify the public investment. While discussions have since evolved, county officials continue negotiating definitive agreements ahead of anticipated August votes on the $976 million public subsidy package.

Hillsborough sets ceiling on property-tax rates as $14.1B budget advances 
Florida Politics
Jesse Mendoza 
July 29, 2026
Hillsborough County Commissioners unanimously set the proposed millage rates for the Fiscal Year 2027 budget, advancing a $14.14 billion spending plan toward final hearings in September. The Truth in Millage (TRIM) action preserves the County Administrator’s recommended rates as the maximum the Board may adopt through the current budget process. But Commissioners said there is still room to reduce them before tentative and final adoption later this year. Officials said the budget outlook is complicated by a proposed constitutional amendment on the November ballot that would expand the homestead exemption and significantly reduce local property-tax collections if approved. The Commission approved the rates 7-0. “We’re setting a ceiling, but not the floor,” County Commissioner Chris Boles said. “We can’t go any higher.”

Jacksonville property owners get no change in tentative tax rate
Florida Times Union
David Bauerlein 
July 29, 2026
Jacksonville property owners would pay the same millage rate on this year’s tax bills based on the tentative rate approved July 28 by City Council in a decision that matches the proposed rate in Mayor Donna Deegan’s proposed rate. The Council still can change the property-tax rate and did so last year, when it cut the rate by about 1% on a 10-9 vote. But typically, the tentative rate ends up being what’s approved in September when Council wraps up the budget for the next fiscal year and determines what property owners pay on their tax bills. City Council President Nick Howland said voters will “get to decide the property-tax question for themselves” when they decide a statewide referendum in November on greatly expanding the homestead exemption.
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