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Florida police and fire unions oppose property tax rollback
Sun Sentinel & Orlando Sentinel
Ryan Gillespie
July 24, 2026
One of the largest unions representing police officers in Florida said Friday it would be opposing Amendment 3, the ballot initiative meant to begin rolling back property taxes.

Fraternal Order of Police President Jeff Stinson said in a statement that while the union believes taxpayers deserve property tax relief, they couldn’t get behind the plan on the ballot in November because there isn’t a clear plan to fund police, fire and other services.

Amendment 3, the union stated, “creates far too much uncertainty about how local governments would continue to fund law enforcement, fire rescue, emergency medical services and other critical public safety functions.”

“Public safety should never become collateral damage with uncertain fiscal consequences,” the union concluded.

The Florida FOP is the second-largest police union in the state, representing more than 24,000 law enforcement officers. The largest is the Florida Police Benevolent Association, which represents more than 30,000 officers and has not yet issued its take on Amendment 3.

Earlier in the week, the Florida Professional Firefighters union took a similar position to the Florida FOP, as did the Florida Fire Chiefs Association.

Wayne “Bernie” Bernoska, president of the Florida Professional Firefighters, said in a letter to its members that the union intends to educate its members on the amendment’s implications, and intends to expand its public outreach in the months to come.

“Our position is not about opposing tax reform, it is about protecting the people we serve every day. Public safety is the foundation that allows Florida’s families, businesses and economy to thrive, and any lasting reform must ensure reliable funding that keeps those services strong,” he wrote.

State police union opposes Amendment 3 tax cut, warning of ‘uncertain fiscal consequences’
Florida Politics
July 25, 2026
and institutions concerned about Amendment 3’s fiscal implications. Florida Professional Firefighters also oppose the amendment, saying it

Police union warns against Florida Amendment 3 on property tax
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One of Florida's statewide police unions now is joining the state's firefighters and fire chiefs in opposing this year's ballot initiative to cut or eliminate property tax for homeowners.
The Florida State Fraternal Order of Police posted on Facebook July 24, saying it would stand against Amendment 3, which will be on November's statewide ballot. Supporters say the measure will provide tax relief; critics counter it will drain local governments of money needed to respond to fires, medical emergencies and disasters.  
The group joins Florida Professional Firefighters, a union representing about 31,000 firefighters and EMS personnel, and the Florida Fire Chiefs Association in opposition… 
“The Florida State Fraternal Order of Police believes Florida taxpayers deserve meaningful property tax relief,” said the statement, signed by Jeff Stinson, president of the FOP's Florida State Lodge. “We understand the financial pressures facing homeowners, and we support thoughtful, responsible reforms that provide relief while protecting the essential services our communities depend on.”…

Fraternal Order of Police latest group to oppose property tax constitutional amendment
Florida Phoenix
By Mitch Perry
July 24, 2026
The Florida chapter of the Fraternal Order of Police is the latest public safety organization to oppose Amendment 3, the proposed constitutional amendment designed to provide property tax relief to homeowners but which critics allege could radically reduce revenues for local government essential services, including public safety.
“The Florida State Fraternal Order of Police believes Florida taxpayers deserve meaningful property tax relief,” the organization said in a written statement Friday. “We understand the financial pressures facing homeowners, and we support thoughtful, responsible reforms that provide relief while protecting the essential services our communities depend on.


EDITORIAL: Support for property tax amendment fluctuates
Charlotte Sun
July 25, 2026
he will vote for this amendment in November, is lukewarm to it, saying it does not conform to his original idea. The amendment, which must

Would cutting Florida property taxes also cut your kid's summer camp?
The Destin Log & Florida’s USA Today Network of papers
July 24, 2026
FLORIDA. You can get all of Florida’s best content directly in your inbox each weekday by signing up for the free newsletter, Florida TODAY

Longwood plans budget as possible cuts to property taxes looms
WMFE-FM
July 24, 2026
would be $4.4 million,” if the amendment passes, Watts said. The legislative bill, HJR 1-F , created Amendment 3 which, if adopted by 60% of

What's in Lakeland's budget plan and why homeowners would pay more
Bradenton Herald & Lakeland Ledger
July 24, 2026
property taxes, assuming a homestead exemption of $50,000. That's an increase of about $49 over the current year. Aside from property taxes

Property taxes or paid beach parking? Palm Beach County residents weigh the tradeoffs
WTVX-TV & WPEC-TV
July 24, 2026
—as Florida prepares to vote on Amendment 3, a proposed constitutional amendment that could dramatically reduce or eliminate property taxes.

Rick Scott Backs Property Tax Amendment, Swipes at Democrats Over Spending
The Floridian
July 24, 2026
The proposed constitutional amendment (Amendment 3) to cut property taxes will be voted on Nov. 3. If passed, the amendment would exempt

Rick Scott breaks with DeSantis on Florida property tax amendment: 'I'm worried'
WOFL-TV Fox 35 Orlando
July 24, 2026
tax amendment concerns The backstory: The Florida Democratic Party has become the latest group to oppose Amendment 3, joining the Florida

Rick Scott backs property tax cut amendment, urges counties to eliminate waste
Florida’s Voice
Frank Kopylov 
July 24, 2026
U.S. Sen. Scott said he supports and plans to vote for a proposed constitutional amendment that would sharply expand Florida’s homestead property tax exemption, casting the measure as needed relief for families while urging counties to eliminate waste rather than cut essential services. “I know people are concerned with budget cuts in their counties and obviously no one wants to see critical services like fire, police, or schools cut. But I guarantee you every county has waste to cut. That’s just a fact,” he said. “So every single county needs to go through and find all their waste and get rid of it. Families in Florida need this tax cut — the state has become increasingly unaffordable, but we can’t lose critical services. That’s why these counties have to start getting rid of the junk.”

Lake County projects $77M revenue loss under proposed tax amendment
Mid Florida Newspapers
July 24, 2026
in 2027 and 2028 if voters approve a state constitutional amendment to lower property taxes in November. That money accounts for almost a

Fort Myers police headquarters plan points to tax hike
By Charlie Whitehead 
Fort Myers News-Press and Naples Daily News 
July 26, 2026
Fort Myers property owners could see higher tax bills after City Council unanimously approved moving forward with a new $147 million police headquarters that will require substantial borrowing. City budget officials warned the project’s $125.9 million financing package would add nearly $7.8 million in annual debt payments, requiring an estimated 0.6515-mill property tax increase, with additional capital projects pushing the needed increase closer to 0.94 mills. Finance staff also cautioned that proposed statewide homestead tax changes could further strain city revenues in coming years, potentially requiring additional tax increases. Despite concerns about rising debt and future fiscal pressures, Council members concluded delaying construction would likely increase costs because of higher interest rates and inflation.

Here’s how Florida’s new property tax proposal works
WKMG-TV
July 27, 2026
Florida State Capitol (WJXT, WJXT) ORLANDO, Fla. – There’s a new proposal heading to the ballot in November that will let Florida

Nu-Hope, Peace River OK for now
Mid Florida Newspapers
July 27, 2026
With the statewide referendum to cut property taxes on the horizon, the Highlands County Board of County Commissioners may have to reduce funding to outside agencies that help the poor, the mentally ill, the aging, as well as such organizations as historic preservation, community redevelopment agencies, as well as the Avon Park and Sebring Regional airports.
The question was raised during the July 21 county budget workshop in the commission chambers. County Office of Budget Manager David Nitz presented his budget for constitutional officers like the Sheriff’s Office, the Supervisor of Elections, the Property Appraiser, and the Highlands County Tax Collector.
The Highlands County operating budget for 2026-2027 is estimated to be $31.54 million, which supports the county’s core operating services. That’s a 4.34% increase from last year. Like other counties, Highlands faces drastic cuts to its operating budget if voters agree to slash property taxes. County Administrator Laurie Hurner has set a goal of keeping county departments to less than 5% increases over last year’s department budgets…

Several lawsuits filed to block Florida's property tax amendment, arguing "misleading" ballot language
CBS News by Jim DeFede
July 26, 2026
this year, the Florida legislature approved the language for the "Save Our Homes from Excessive Property Taxes" amendment, which will be on

Temple's development plans have letter-writers seeing red
Florida Today
Letters to the Editor
July 26, 2026
Merritt Island Cutting property taxes not worth it The proposed state amendment on the November ballot to reduce property taxes is just
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