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Tax vote clouds police funding
Citrus County Chronicle
July 20, 2026
Mike Arnold
After years of expanding police protection through an enhanced contract with the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office, Crystal River leaders are confronting a question they have never seriously had to ask: How much policing can the city afford if property tax revenue shrinks?
With a statewide constitutional amendment expected on November’s ballot that could reduce ad valorem tax collections, city officials are beginning to examine every major expense supported by the general fund, including the nearly $1.5 million contract that provides enhanced sheriff’s services…

This Week in South Florida: Harold Theus
Local 10 News
Glenna Milberg
July 19, 2026
Harold Theus is the Executive Director of the Florida Fire Chiefs’ Association.
He joined host Glenna Milberg on the latest episode of “This Week in South Florida”, and their conversation can be seen at the top of this page.

New Palm Beach Co. park signs thanking taxpayers raise questions before property tax vote
CBS 12 News
By Antoinette DelBel
July 22, 2026
New signs are showing up at several Palm Beach County parks reminding visitors the parks are maintained with property tax dollars and thanking taxpayers for their support.
"I thought it was interesting," said Chris Lynch of Jupiter. "It definitely caught my attention."
At Carlin Park in Jupiter, the signs are hard to miss.
"I did see those signs. They're all over the place," said Jupiter resident Bryan Sutorius.
CBS12 counted at least six signs throughout the park and found two more at nearby DuBois Park.

Why is Manatee County in a hiring freeze? Officials explain budget review plans
Carter Weinhofer of Bradenton Herald 
A Manatee County Government hiring freeze in effect for the past six months is impacting county services as local officials brace for major budget changes. In January, County Administrator Charlie Bishop said he implemented the freeze while the County Commissioners worked through next year’s budget, with the potential changes to property tax revenue in mind. Now, that hiring freeze is reducing public library hours, as the library system operates with 20% fewer staff. According to a county spokesperson, the county currently has 240 vacancies, which does not include 48 positions that were frozen. Casey Zempel, the county spokesperson, said the hiring freeze is a “temporary, targeted budget management measure.”

Opposition funding slows down for Florida's homestead property tax exemption amendment, election data shows
CBS Miami & News Service of Florida
July 23, 2026
A trio of political committees formed to oppose a November ballot measure to raise the homestead property tax exemption have collectively raised less than $30,000 since the start of June, according to numbers posted by the Division of Elections.

Would cutting Florida property taxes also cut your kid's summer camp?
Panama City News Herald
By John Pacenti
Bullard said. Opponent's of Amendment 3, Florida's property tax amendment, say that among services that could be affected a children's

Lawmakers may try to kill property tax, State Rep. warns in Palm Beach
Bradenton Herald & Palm Beach Post
By Diego Diaz Lasa
DAILY N USA TODAY Network, Reuters A controversial Florida constitutional amendment on the November ballot aimed at slashing property

What could Lakeland lose? City leaders map out cuts if property tax amendment passes
WFTS Tampa Bay 28
By Chad Mills
a question many communities across Florida may soon face: What happens if voters approve a proposed constitutional amendment to reduce

Supporters, critics clash over property tax amendment as legal challenges loom
WFLA
Mackenzie Laport
For months, concerns about budget short falls, tax shifts, and potential cuts to local services have dominated the public debate surrounding Florida's proposed property tax relief

Pensacola enforces hiring freeze amid property tax proposal; Escambia has another approach
WEAR-TV
Copeland Welch
Local governments across Florida are bracing for potential losses as voters decide on a proposal that could reduce property tax revenue.

Marathon council pits spending cuts against future security in early budget talks
Keys Weekly
By Alex Richert
sting of reduced property taxes as much as other Florida cities, the property tax amendment would cap annual increases for both homesteaded

Amendment 3 is on the Florida ballot. How the tax plan may impact you
Bradenton Herald & TCPalm.com
By Keith Burbank, Hana Khalyleh, Jack Randall
Amendment 3 could impact counties on the Treasure Coast, and the rest of Florida, according to some officials. What is Florida's Amendment
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