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Florida’s fire chiefs are lining up against Amendment 3.
Sunburn/Florida Politics (complete news brief below)
The Florida Fire Chiefs’ Association announced its opposition to the property tax referendum slated for November’s General Election ballot, a position formally ratified at the group’s July 9 Board of Directors meeting.
“The Florida Fire Chiefs’ Association believes Florida taxpayers deserve thoughtful tax policy and dependable public safety. Tax relief and reliable emergency services are not mutually exclusive, but both require responsible long-term planning,” the association said in its position statement. “As currently proposed, Constitutional Amendment No. 3 creates substantial uncertainty regarding the future funding of fire protection, emergency medical services, and disaster response without identifying a sustainable replacement revenue source.”
Until a funding plan is established that preserves local governments’ ability to provide those services, the association said, it “cannot support the amendment in its current form.”
“Public safety is on the line with Amendment 3, and Florida’s highly respected fire chiefs understand that without a plan to backfill lost revenue, crippling cuts to critical services like fire protection are in Florida’s future,” said Edie Ousley, spokesperson for Vote No On Amendment 3.

Orange County fire chief warns property tax amendment could slow emergency response
WFTV-TV
Orange County fire chief warns property tax amendment could slow emergency response Commissioners examine how a 10% budget reduction would

Florida health care, children’s services to be hit under property tax plan
Tampa Bay Times
By Romy Ellenbogen
TALLAHASSEE — Hospitals and children’s health groups say a proposal to cut property taxes could hit them hard — and comes as the need for care in Florida is only growing.
They say the property tax plan, if passed, could force groups to cut services like labor and delivery, children’s literacy programs and school nurses.
Hospitals could lose around 32% in tax-collected revenue annually, according to the Florida Hospital Association. Florida’s 13 children’s councils, which are voter-approved and provide a variety of services, could lose anywhere from around $3 million to around $33 million annually, depending on the county, according to the head of the statewide alliance. Those numbers could grow.
The budget cuts could come as Florida’s population continues to grow and age, demanding more of Florida’s resources, said Mary Mayhew, the head of the Florida Hospital Association. And they come as hospitals are already compensating for expected federal funding cuts from the Trump administration.
“We’ve already experienced what happens when financial pressures intensify,” Mayhew said, pointing to hospitals that have closed psychiatric or labor and delivery units. “This isn’t fiction, this is reality.”

New Smyrna Beach considers new fire service fee amid tax loss fears
WFTV-TV
of dollars in property tax revenue. If the proposed statewide constitutional amendment is approved by voters in November, the city said it

Okaloosa commissioners to explore ‘penny sales tax initiative’ that could replace homestead property taxes
Get The Coast – Fort Walton Beach
legislators, the incoming president of the Florida League of Cities and the Florida Association of Counties before formally prioritizing it.

Governor candidate David Jolly exudes confidence in Lakeland stop
Bradenton Herald
member asked Jolly about Amendment 3, the measure that will allow Floridians to vote on significant changes to property taxes. Jolly said he

How some Florida municipalities might make up for lost property taxes
Lakeland Ledger
Polk County's municipalities stand to lose millions in tax revenue if Florida's proposed property tax reform is approved in November, and officials are starting to discuss how to make up the loss of funds.

What Florida’s tax rollback looks like through the eyes of one small town
Kate Payne of The Florida Trib 
When Floridians go to the polls in November to decide whether to cut themselves a break on property taxes, they may well be deciding to cut the lifeline of one of the state’s endangered species: its small towns.
If 60% of voters approve the proposed constitutional amendment to raise the homestead exemption to $250,000, it could save individual homeowners hundreds or even thousands of dollars — and effectively erase much of the tax base in communities that have vanishingly few ways to recoup the funds that help keep police on patrol, garbage trucks on the street and water flowing out of the tap.
In Bowling Green, an hour and a half southeast of Tampa in rural Hardee County, 98% of homesteaded properties fall below the $250,000 threshold — meaning the measure would effectively eliminate non-school property taxes on homesteads, knocking out a quarter of the town’s taxable value. Current county estimates show just 20 homesteaded properties would remain on the tax rolls. “I don’t know if we can survive that,” said Marc McKinney, a retired federal worker who moved to Bowling Green from Orlando. “We need that money.”
Bowling Green Mayor Sam Fite, who earns $4,800 a year in his post, said his town is a far cry from the rich, coastal communities with flush city budgets — and shouldn’t be punished for the excesses of others. “This city is not one of the offenders that’s causing this property tax issue,” Fite said. “Correct the offenders.” He calls the measure “a power grab” aimed at “getting more centralized government and central control” in Tallahassee.

How Florida's property tax cut would affect renters
Axios
payments appear on tax bills and are financed through countywide property taxes. If the amendment passes, Pasco may need to raise property
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