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Most readers oppose property tax plan, poll finds
John Pacenti of USA Today Network 
A reader poll on support for Amendment 3, the GOP-led property tax overhaul, showed the majority of residents oppose the measure, which would offer a significant tax cut but would potentially drain municipalities of money needed to fund essential services. The poll ran on news sites around the state. And while it’s hardly scientific, it found that 55.6% opposed the measure, compared with 44.4% who approved. There were 2,290 readers who took the poll, which ran from June 30 to July 8. The result differs from a poll conducted by Tallahassee-based Sachs Media that found 64% of registered voters would vote yes on Amendment 3, which would raise the homestead exemption to $250,000 in two years — enough to surpass the 60% threshold needed to pass a ballot initiative.

Seminole leaders warn of drastic cut in services if voters approve tax referendum
Martin E. Comas of the Orlando Sentinel 
Seminole County could lose up to $119 million in annual revenue by 2028 if Florida voters approve a tax referendum to slash property taxes in November. An average Orlando homeowner could anticipate tax savings of about $2,300 if the proposal is approved. But local government officials warn that if Amendment 3 is approved, they would have to either eliminate or drastically cut many tax-funded services that residents have long relied on. Seminole County collects about $426 million annually in property taxes, and 72% — or $306.7 million — of that amount is spent on public safety. “Reductions of this magnitude could not be absorbed by a single department or a single service area,” County Manager Darren Gray said. “They would require shared sacrifices across the county government, including public safety.”

Seminole County leaders are preparing for possible service cuts if a Florida property tax amendment passes in November
Spectrum News/News 13
cuts if a property tax reform amendment on Florida’s November ballot is approved by voters. The amendment would ask voters statewide to

Sanford could close, sell parks if property tax amendment passes, leaders say
WESH-TV
discussed potential cuts to parks and recreation services as a proposed property tax amendment could lead to an 18% reduction in the city’s

Ahead of budget rollout, Donna Deegan warns against Council putting spending ‘below the line’
A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics 
With less than a week until Jacksonville Mayor Deegan proposes her fourth budget, the first-term Democrat is coming out against a potential City Council move to put parts of the budget below the line. The procedural maneuver would leave funds out of the spending plan should revenue projections fall short, a hedge in case voters pass a constitutional amendment increasing the state’s homestead exemption. If the amendment passes, Duval would face an estimated $277 million revenue decrease as soon as Fiscal Year 2028-29. Part of Deegan’s worry is that if allocations are handled that way, a supermajority vote would be required to unlock the funds should the amendment fail and the city’s property tax income stream remain as it is.

Flagler BOCC sets tentative $333M budget. What about property taxes?
Daytona Beach News Journal
Because of the unusual devaluation of property values in the county this year, the Board of County Commissioners adopted a tentative property tax rate of 7.99 for FY 2026-27, the same rate adopted in 2025-26.
If approved, homeowners will continue to pay approximately $7.99 for every $1,000 of their home’s assessed value.
A combination of increased new construction (between 4 and 5%) and a slight devaluation of property values created what officials described as an “anomalous” budget year. Because of this, the proposed rate will generate $141 million in revenue in 2026-27 — a nearly 4% increase, according to county staff.
Commissioners could still choose to adopt a lower tax rate when the final decision comes before the board in September, following the upcoming weeks of budget workshops. However, the tax rate cannot increase from 7.99…

Florida’s growth slowed. What it means for the property tax amendment | Column
Tampa Bay Times (previously published by The Conversation)
Florida’s growth slowed. What it means for the property tax amendment | Column The dramatic shift in population growth comes as state

Open carry now OK at Leon County libraries
Tallahassee Democrat
But Commissioner Brian Welch said the issue may not matter in the long run: "I think we're in a posture where we may potentially have to discuss closing libraries, or certain fees to enter libraries, if we have property tax reform ... I really feel like it's not really a problem that's deserving of this much debate."
Amendment 3, the GOP-led property tax overhaul, would offer a significant tax cut but would potentially drain municipalities of money needed to fund essential services. Backed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, if approved by voters in November, it will raise homestead exemptions from the current $50,000 to $150,000 in 2027 and to $250,000 in 2028.
Residential property taxes to fund public schools would remain intact, but revenue for counties and municipalities would drop sharply, local officials say. Leon County is facing a possible loss of $71 million in revenue that comes from residential property tax.
What the county would get in property tax revenue would need to be given to constitutional offices, such as the Leon County Sheriff's Office, but after the bills are paid this could leave only $3.5 million for all other county services, according to projections. Many commissioners are concerned on what this could mean for local libraries, among other things.

State economists: Property tax amendment could cost Florida local governments $11.8 billion annually
Tampa Bay 28
Florida’s proposed property tax amendment could eventually reduce local government revenue by nearly $12 billion a year, according to a new analysis from the state’s Revenue Estimating Conference.
The report estimates Amendment 3 would cut local property tax collections by approximately $11.8 billion during the 2031-32 fiscal year. Supporters of the measure dispute that projection, arguing it overstates the financial consequences and underestimates the ability of cities and counties to reduce spending.
The amendment would substantially increase property tax protections for homeowners while also tightening assessment limits on businesses, rental properties and second homes. The changes would apply to non-school property taxes.
Among Florida cities, Tampa is projected to face the largest reduction—approximately $128.5 million—followed by Miami at $124.4 million and Orlando at $100.1 million.
The estimated impact extends beyond Florida’s largest cities. West Palm Beach could lose approximately $52.5 million annually, while Tallahassee could see a reduction of about $19.7 million.
Supporters challenge the projections
Florida Chief Financial Officer Blaise Ingoglia, one of the amendment’s most prominent supporters, has spent months arguing that local governments have increased spending faster than necessary and can absorb lower property tax collections without reducing essential services.
“The numbers work,” Ingoglia said during a June appearance. “The only people who are complaining about it are the people who actually have to cut back. We are on the side of the taxpayers here.”
Ingoglia has traveled across Florida conducting spending reviews and highlighting what he characterizes as excessive or wasteful local government expenses. He said his office would continue advocating for taxpayers as the proposal moves forward.
Local government officials and other critics have warned that the revenue reductions could force communities to eliminate positions, delay projects, increase fees or seek additional state funding to maintain services.
They have also characterized the proposal as a tax shift rather than a straightforward tax cut, arguing residents could ultimately pay through higher service charges or reduced access to local programs.

Property Tax Amendment on November Ballot Poses Immediate and Lasting Threat to Florida’s Environment
National Audubon Society, Inc.
…The amendment on November’s ballot—which will require 60% approval to pass—would significantly increase Florida's homestead exemption, raising it to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028 for current Florida homeowners, and further restrict tax increases on businesses and rental properties. If approved by voters, this proposal would not only significantly reduce the amount of funding cities and counties have available to support their communities, but it also narrows the range of services they can fund with the property tax revenues that remain. 
This raises significant questions about the future funding of programs such as parks and recreation, libraries, civic centers, pollution control efforts, landuse planning, and other local government services that communities rely on. Without definitions for terms such as "natural resource projects" and without language making clear that the examples provided in each category are illustrative rather than limiting, it is possible that local conservation land acquisition programs, land management, habitat restoration, and other environmental initiatives may not qualify for funding. Local governments may increasingly have to rely on state appropriations or federal revenue sources to address needs that have traditionally been funded and managed at the local level. 
Because rural counties have smaller budgets to begin with and higher proportions of their tax base are homesteaded properties, the amendment will hit the budgets of these communities harder than others. 
And while the amendment does not directly reference water management districts, the reduction in ad valorem assessments will reduce water management district budgets as well, which are supported by a percentage (millage) of property tax collections. This will affect everything from flood control to Everglades Restoration, springs protection to combatting saltwater intrusion and water supply protection. The Northwest Florida and Suwannee River water management districts will be most severely impacted due to the higher percentage of homestead eligible properties within their boundaries, but all the districts will see painful reductions at a time when Floridians are clamoring for more services from them, not fewer. …

Child Care in Spotlight as Biweekly Policy Matters Talks on Property Tax Ballot Continue
The Boca Raton Tribune
of non-school property taxes on homesteads. The proposed amendment to Florida’s state constitution — soon to be known as Amendment 3 — would

Local leaders updated on property tax referendum
Your Observer News
The question of whether to enact Florida Amendment 3 will be prefaced with the heading “Save our homes from excessive property taxes" at the
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