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Orlando plans hiring freeze, ‘stabilization fund’ as it preps for potential property tax slash
Orlando Sentinel
Ryan Gillespie
Anticipating voters may slash property tax collections at the ballot box in November, Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer said the city has imposed a hiring freeze and plans to budget savings from this year to soften the blow of any potential lost revenue in years to come.
Heading into 2027, the city also plans to keep its property tax rate at $6.65 per $1,000 for the 13th year in a row.

At the city council’s Monday budget workshop meeting, city officials discussed a proposed $1.88 billion spending plan for next fiscal year, which would grant employees a 4% raise and add 46 new positions in the police and fire departments, 36 of which would be to staff a new fire station. Besides those added public safety positions, the budget calls for nine fewer employees paid for with property tax funds than the current fiscal year, which ends Sept. 30.

The city is anticipating roughly 6% growth in property tax revenues, accounting for new construction coming online as well as growth in property values.

But much of the discussion centered on how the city is planning for the potential impacts of Amendment 3, which was sent to the November ballot by the Florida Legislature last month.

If approved by 60% of voters, the amendment would create a $150,000 tax exemption on primary, “homesteaded” homes in 2027, rising to a $250,000 exemption in 2028.

According to an analysis by the Orlando Sentinel, a homeowner in Orlando could expect to see tax savings of roughly $2,300 if the plan is realized.

But the consequence of that savings, local officials have warned, will be cuts to local services which are funded by those taxes.

The amendment would restrict what cities and counties can spend tax revenue on, only allowing for expenditures on core services such as public safety, education, infrastructure, flood control, and retirement benefits for local government employees.

Orlando officials estimate the city would see about a $35 million revenue hit in 2027, growing to about $50 million the following year.

All told, state economists expect Florida cities and counties to lose $5 billion in 2027, a figure that is projected to balloon to about $12 billion in six years.

Orlando would be in a better spot than many other local governments, however. Just 19% of the city’s property tax collections come from primary homes – by percentage, far smaller than many other cities and counties that lack a commercial tax base.

The city also plans to create what’s calling a Property Tax Reform Stabilization Fund by rolling its budget savings throughout the year into a separate account to “smooth” potential lost revenue.

“So rather than absorb a $35 million hit totally, if we have some excess funds that we save by managing our funds well during the course of this year, we can offset a part of that and flow through it over a number of years,” Dyer said.

He expects the city to have around $20 million left over this year to put into the fund, which typically is used at the end of the year on one-time capital costs.

“Essentially it’s stuff that the departments ask for that we didn’t give them,” Dyer said.

Under the city’s spending plan, which will need to be approved by city commissioners at two budget hearings in September, taxpayers will continue to be assessed $6.65 per $1,000 in taxable value. But due to increases in property values, most will see a higher tax bill year-over-year.

Property tax plan puts Tampa Bay Rays' stadium dreams in question
USA Today Florida Papers
By Curt Anderson
Just as negotiations on a financing plan for a new $2.3 billion Tampa Bay Rays stadium are aimed at starting a game-winning rally, the team, city and county were thrown a nasty curveball in the proposed reduction in property taxes.

If voters pass a constitutional amendment in November, the city of Tampa would see a reduction in its tax base of more than $9.2 billion, according to the Florida League of Cities. That would come in 2028, when the full $250,000 homestead exemption kicks in.

Hillsborough County, meanwhile, would lose more than $373 million in revenue when the full tax break takes effect, the Florida Association of Counties estimates. Together, the city and county tentatively planned to put up almost $1 billion in public money for the Rays ballpark.

A potential loss in that expected revenue could put the new stadium plan in jeopardy.
And Tampa Bay's Buccaneers in the NFL and hockey's Lightning are also in line for some big bucks.

Property tax amendment must get 60% of vote, faces lawsuits
The amendment must be approved by 60% of voters to pass. There are also three lawsuits attempting to derail the property tax proposal.

So how do the city and county come up with nearly $1 billion in public money for its share of the Rays stadium costs as outlined in a nonbinding memorandum of understanding approved earlier this year?

No one is panicking yet, said Tampa City Council Chairman Alan Clendenin. He said in an interview there are other sources of revenue and that the stadium project itself will eventually produce enough public dollars to cover the cost. The next meeting on stadium finances is set Aug. 20.

“It’s the biggest project ever in the history of the city of Tampa,” Clendenin said. “This project is just the sort that can replace the money from the property tax. This is exactly the type of project we should be clamoring for.”

Florida business establishment remains quiet on property tax amendment
WLRN
according to state economists . The Florida Chamber of Commerce has long opposed placing issues on Florida’s Constitution that could be…“I think it’s going to be pretty hard to get to 60% once all the voices come out on that, and I suspect the 2027 Tax and Budget Reform Commission will be looking closely at putting something else on the ballot in 2028 for voters to consider,” Florida Chamber of Commerce president and CEO Mark Wilson said Friday in an interview with a Phoenix reporter on WMNF radio in Tampa.

Sanford considers possible fire assessment fee for third time as property tax reform looms
WKMG-TV
this road before — twice, in fact. Now, with a sweeping Florida property tax reform measure headed to voters this November, city leaders are

Property tax vote, a boon for spending cuts | Opinion
Bradenton Herald
Tom Carney, Opinion Contributor
state capitol, the Florida House office building, and the state capitol tower James Call USA TODAY Network, Reuters Florida voters will

Learn about Florida's property tax amendment July 13 in Haines City
Bradenton Herald & Lakeland Ledger
a proposed state constitutional amendment that would significantly cut property taxes on homesteaded properties. The amendment, which will
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