
 
Rural Public Safety Officials Warn of Cuts if Amendment 3 Passes
News Service of Florida ($$) (Statewide news service; will appear in other publications)
By Ana Goni-Lessan
October 29, 2026
TALLAHASSEE – Public safety officials from rural Florida counties said residents should expect to see longer response times, drops in services and the consolidation of small police and fire departments across the state if voters pass Amendment 3, the major property tax cut proposal. “Crime is down because we work hard to keep crime down. Amendment 3 is going to take funding, that means it’s going to take deputies off the street,” Gadsden County Sheriff Morris Young told reporters Thursday in Tallahassee. Amendment 3, which will appear before voters on the Nov. 3 ballot, would increase the $50,000 homestead property tax exemption to $150,000 in 2027, and then to $250,000 in 2028. 
 
Florida first responders urge voters to say no to property tax amendment
WCTV Tallahassee/Gray Communications (also feeding into Panama City, Gainesville, Manatee/Sarasota, others)
By Matt Hoffmann
October 29, 2026
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (WCTV/Gray Florida Capital Bureau) - First responders made their pitch to Tallahassee voters Thursday about why they should vote against Amendment 3.
Polls show Amendment 3, first proposed by Gov. Ron DeSantis, could go either way at the ballot box. If it passes, homeowners could see their property tax bills slashed, but it might come with some drawbacks. “It will take deputies off the street,” Gadsden County Sheriff’s Morris Youngsaid. Law enforcement and fire department leaders did not mince words on Thursday. They argued there is an affordability crisis, and Amendment 3 is not the solution. 
 
Amendment 3 raises concerns about funding for first responders
Gadsden County Sheriff Morris Young estimates the county could lose $6 million if the property tax proposal passes.
WTXL Tallahassee
By Tatyana Purifoy
October 29, 2026
DOWNTOWN TALLAHASSEE, FL (WTXL) — In downtown Tallahassee, law enforcement officers and first responders gathered to discuss the potential financial impact of Amendment 3. The proposal is being promoted as a way to provide property tax relief for homeowners, but public safety officials warn that reduced local revenue could create challenges for the agencies residents rely on during emergencies. Gadsden County Sheriff Morris Young estimates the county could lose $6 million if the amendment passes. Young says less revenue could mean fewer deputies on the road and longer response times, particularly in a rural county where first responders may have to travel long distances to reach emergencies. “Crime is down because we work hard to keep crime down and Amendment 3 is going to take funding that means it’s going to take deputies off the street. That means we can’t hire more deputies. And of course if we can’t do that we cannot keep our communities safe,” Young said. Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028, with future adjustments for inflation. 
 
Central Florida leaders debate Amendment 3 property tax impacts
MyNews13/Spectrum News Orlando
BY Massiel Leyva Florida
October 29, 2026
ORLANDO, Fla. — Central Florida chamber of commerce leaders joined Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer on Thursday to urge voters to reject Amendment 3, a proposed constitutional amendment that would change Florida’s property tax system and reduce local government revenue. With Election Day five days away, more than 238,000 voters in Orange County have already cast ballots during early voting. Amendment 3 is one of the major issues before Florida voters. 
 
Florida public safety groups unite against Amendment 3, citing local government funding concerns
News4JAX
By Bryce Oselen 
October 28, 2026
Florida law enforcement and firefighting organizations warn that Amendment 3 could undermine essential public safety services by substantially reducing local government revenue. At a Jacksonville news conference, Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper said a 10% budget reduction could eliminate 65 deputy positions, noting personnel accounts for approximately 82% of his budget. Florida State Fraternal Order of Police Vice President Beau Boutin argued that property tax relief should not jeopardize emergency services. State economists estimate the amendment could initially reduce local revenue by nearly $5 billion, with recurring losses approaching $12 billion. Public safety leaders support tax relief but insist lawmakers must establish replacement funding before implementing sweeping reductions that could affect staffing, equipment and emergency response.
 
Northeast Florida public safety leaders warn passing Amendment 3 could bring police, fire service cuts
First Coast News, Jacksonville
By Channing Curtis
October 28, 2026
As Florida voters head to the polls, a group of Northeast Florida public safety leaders gathered in Jacksonville on Tuesday to deliver a unified message about Amendment 3: lower property taxes could come with a higher cost to public services. Representatives from the Fraternal Order of Police, the Florida Professional Firefighters Association, Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper and Clay County Sheriff Michelle Cook stood together at the Fraternal Order of Police lodge to voice concerns about the proposed constitutional amendment, which would significantly expand Florida's homestead exemption for non-school property taxes.  If approved by voters, Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes from $50,000 to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. Supporters say the measure would provide meaningful tax relief for homeowners facing rising housing, insurance, and living costs. 
But Tuesday's speakers argued the reduction in local tax revenue could force cities and counties to make difficult budget decisions. 


 
Northeast Florida sheriffs urge voters to reject Amendment 3 over public safety concerns
Action News Jax
By Deja Mayfield
October 28, 2026
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Two Northeast Florida sheriffs and other public safety leaders are urging Floridians to vote no on Amendment 3, warning the property tax measure could lead to major revenue losses and cuts to essential services. Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper said Amendment 3 could result in $31 million to $78 million in lost revenue in his county. “There has to be a way to have meaningful tax relief without giving up our essential services,” Leeper said. Leeper was joined by Clay County Sheriff Michelle Cook and other public safety leaders at a Tuesday morning news conference. 
 
DeSantis’ last big ask for Florida voters: Property tax overhaul
POLITICO Florida
By Gary Fineout
October 29, 2026
TALLAHASSEE, Florida — Gov. Ron DeSantis’ conservative overhaul of the nation’s third-largest state may reach a dramatic climax Tuesday, when voters in Florida decide whether to endorse a sweeping overhaul of property taxes. For the past year and a half, DeSantis has fervently pressed the need to slash or even eliminate the taxes charged on the primary homes of Florida residents — a point of view that has reverberated in many states. His quest resulted in Florida lawmakers putting on the ballot a measure — one that did not fully embrace the governor’s initial proposal — that would still result in as much as $12 billion a year in tax cuts. But it’s far from a done deal. The measure must reach a 60 percent supermajority voter threshold, and recent polls have suggested it could fall well short of that mark. There’s also been steady backlash from some Republicans normally aligned with the governor, who’ve warned the loss of tax revenue could result in deep cuts to local services including money spent on police and fire safety. Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd, a Republican sheriff widely known throughout central Florida, has labeled the measure a “train wreck.” GOP legislators — including outgoing state Senate President Ben Albritton, who voted in early June to put Amendment 3 on the ballot — are now saying they will vote no…
 
Florida early voting: Governor, Senate races enter final week
WTVT-TV
By Heather Healy
October 27, 2026
Amendment 3 ballot debate: A fierce fight has emerged across Florida over proposed Amendment 3, which aims to provide property tax relief by expanding the homestead exemption. Backers argue the change shields homeowners from skyrocketing costs and forces local municipalities to rein in discretionary spending. The other side: Opponents, including law enforcement and fire rescue leaders who rallied in Tampa, counter that reducing local revenue without a dedicated funding replacement will gut public safety, emergency medical units, jails and road maintenance. Constitutional revisions require 60% approval from voters, and recent surveys point toward a narrow finish line. Public safety service cuts What they're saying: Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd spoke against the ballot question during a coalition gathering. "How much protection do you want? Or do you want to buy a shovel and clean out your own stormwater ditch? Do you want [to] figure out, ‘How do I get my child to school because there's no school crossing guards?’ There's no animal control. The detectives — yeah, you know, that's another item that goes on the chop block. Make no mistake, services will be cut," Judd said.
 
Florida Amendment 3 promises relief for homeowners, draws criticism from first responders
WFLA-TV – Tampa 
By Jeanna Bass
October 27, 2026
TAMPA, Fla. (WFLA) — Amendment 3 would significantly increase Florida’s homestead property tax exemption, potentially saving qualifying homeowners money, while raising concerns about funding for essential local services. The proposal would increase the exemption from $50,000 to $150,000 in 2027, then to $250,000 in 2028. Gov. Ron DeSantis strongly supports the measure, arguing it would help Floridians afford homes and keep up with rising property taxes. “If you vote on Amendment 3, you’re a Florida resident, you want to buy your first home nine months from now, you get the exemption,” DeSantis said. 
 
Grady Judd, Tampa Bay public safety leaders sound alarm over Amendment 3
Florida Politics
By Jesse Mendoza
October 26, 2026
With Election Day just eight days away, Florida sheriffs and firefighters are warning that Amendment 3 could deliver property tax relief at the expense of essential emergency services. More than 40 public safety leaders gathered at the Tampa Firefighters Museum to urge voters to reject the measure. Polk County Sheriff Judd spoke at the event, which also drew Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, Sarasota County Sheriff Kurt Hoffman, police chiefs and firefighters. “Amendment 3 is the wrong solution to the right issue,” Judd said.
 
 
Grady Judd, Tampa Bay public safety leaders sound alarm over Amendment 3
Florida Politics
By Jesse Mendoza
October 26, 2026
police chiefs and firefighters. Amendment 3 would increase Florida’s homestead exemption for non-school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027
 
Fort Lauderdale Mayor Dean Trantalis, Wilton Manors Mayor Scott Newton project millions in lost revenue if Amendment 3 passes
CBS Miami
By Bri Buckley 
October 22, 2026
Two Broward County Mayors are speaking out against Amendment 3, warning that the proposed property tax policy could force multimillion-dollar budget cuts to local services and public safety. In Wilton Manors, Newton estimated his city would lose nearly $2 million in 2027 and $3.3 million in 2028. Fort Lauderdale faces steeper projected losses: nearly $17 million in the first year and about $27 million in the second. Trantalis warned that because more than 60% of Fort Lauderdale’s budget supports police and fire protection, staffing cuts in those departments would be unavoidable.
 
Read the fine print: Why Amendment 3 is the wrong answer to Florida’s property tax problem
Florida Politics, Opinion (My Thoughts Exactly)
By Phil Ammann 
October 29, 2026
Florida homeowners deserve property tax relief, but Amendment 3 offers something far more troubling than a tax cut. The proposal shifts costs, undermines local control and permanently embeds questionable fiscal policy in the state Constitution. The amendment increases the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. School taxes remain untouched. New residents face a five-year waiting period for expanded benefits, creating unequal treatment among neighbors who receive identical services. More troubling, Amendment 3 restricts how local governments spend property tax revenue. Libraries, parks, transit and affordable housing could face cuts, while Tallahassee gains authority to dictate local spending priorities. That is hardly the local control Florida politicians routinely champion. The financial consequences are staggering. Estimates project nearly $5 billion in lost local revenue during the first year, eventually reaching $12 billion annually. Florida TaxWatch estimates a five-year impact of $45.8 billion. Sheriffs, police organizations and hospitals have raised concerns about the consequences for essential services. Amendment 3 would put Tampa’s progress at risk” via Jane Castor for the Tampa Bay Times — Nobody likes paying property taxes. Amendment 3 is a shortsighted proposal that threatens the very things that have made Tampa one of America’s most attractive cities to live, work and raise a family. Over the past decade, the Tampa area’s inflation rate reached 47%, while our city’s population grew 12%, adding more than 45,000 residents. That’s why I’m urging Floridians to vote no on Amendment 3.
 
Real estate broker: Why I'm voting no on Amendment 3 | Opinion
Tallahassee Democrat
Terry Anne Kant-Rauch
October 29, 2026
by property taxes, are what truly sell homes. I have sold homes in North Florida for more than 30 years, and I am voting no on Amendment 3.
 
Tax relief shouldn't come with unanswered questions | Opinion
The Palm Beach Post
By Susan Coughanour
October 30
We can pursue tax relief through a more thoughtful process that takes account of the different places we call home and the choices residents have made for them. Vote no on Amendment 3.
 
Sumter County chairman warns of loss of services if Amendment 3 passes
Villages-News.com
By Mary Bolousek
October 29, 2026
for a constitutional amendment abolishing property taxes. “Could Florida be the first state in the U.S. to eliminate property taxes?” he
 
11 School Board members come out against Amendment 3
Florida Politics
October 29, 2026
Eleven School Board members from eight counties have come out against Amendment 3, saying the property tax cut would hit school resource officers, Children’s Services Councils and the nonprofits that work with their Districts. The amendment does not touch the school portion of a homestead tax bill. The members say the programs their schools rely on are paid for from the rest of it. The amendment would raise the homestead exemption for non-school taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. State economists project it would cut local non-school property tax revenue by $11.86 billion a year once fully phased in, with no replacement funding. It needs 60% to pass. Gov. Ron DeSantis, gubernatorial nominee Byron Donalds and the Republican Party of Florida back it, and Florida Realtors is funding the Vote Yes on 3 political committee.
 
Florida Renters Could Be In Trouble as Amendment 3 Could Force Them to Pay More: ‘I’m a Homeowner and Voting Hard No’
The Nerd Stash
By Julio La Pine
October 28, 2026
Florida lately has been the infamous Amendment 3. It is the talk of the state due to what it wants to do with property taxes, which, as many
 
Amendment 3 would slash Florida’s health safety net. But no one knows what that will look like
WLRN-TV
By Sharmila Venkatasub
October 28, 2026
hospital district losses are only part of what Amendment 3 could mean for Floridians’ health. Property taxes also pay for roads, sidewalks,
 
Florida Property-Tax Ballot Measure Threatens to Defund the Police
Insurance Journal & Bloomberg
By Anna J. Kaiser
October 29, 2026
’ but what about when the emergency comes?” Amendment 3 would lower property taxes for qualifying Florida homeowners by increasing the
 
Report: Miami-Dade would lose 12,200 jobs if Amendment 3 passes
Axios Miami
By Sommer Brugal
October 27, 2026
Local governments across Florida could lose a combined 123,000 jobs if Amendment 3 passes in this year's midterm elections, according to a recent report. Why it matters: If approved by voters on Nov. 3, measure would lower homeowners' property taxes — but would cost local governments billions. The strain on local governments, and the resulting loss of public services, translates to thousands of government employees losing their jobs, a report by the Economic Policy Institute found. Between the lines:"When analysts describe funding cuts and reductions in 'public services,' what they're often really describing is people — who work on behalf of their neighbors and communities — losing their jobs," the report said.
 

Amendment 3 makes an exception for schools. Students, families would still be affected if passed
WUSF-FM, WLRN
October 29, 2026
revenue losses for Florida's Children's Services Councils and Trusts under Amendment 3, according to the report by the Florida Policy
 
Polls Point to a Close Call on Florida Property Tax Amendment
CPA Practice Advisor
October 29, 2026
amendment that could bring tax savings to homeowners will get the votes needed to pass on Nov. 3. Polling varies on Florida’s Amendment 3,
 
 
Amendment 3 remains short of 60% as Election Day nears
The Islander News
By Mitch Perry, Florida Phoenix
making the case once again for Amendment 3, the proposal on the statewide ballot that would cut property taxes for Florida homeowners. With
 
Amendment 3 could cut millions of Okaloosa's revenue but bring more affordable housing
WEAR-TV
By Brent Kearney
October 28, 2026
good. Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes, a change supporters say would help Floridians deal

Florida Amendment 3 decision guide: Cut your taxes or protect government spending?
Bradenton Herald
By Laura Layden
October 28, 2026
and special districts that rely heavily on property taxes for revenue have warned that the amendment could wreak havoc on their budgets and
