

Florida’s property tax battle could extend well beyond Election Day
State Affairs
By Jim Saunders 
October 21, 2026
Florida voters face a consequential decision on Amendment 3, which would expand the homestead exemption to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028. DeSantis argues homeowners deserve relief from rising property taxes, while opponents warn the measure could devastate local government budgets and public safety services. Florida TaxWatch estimates revenue losses approaching $5 billion initially, climbing to nearly $12 billion annually by 2031-32. Republican gubernatorial candidate Donalds supports the proposal but acknowledges rural counties may require state assistance. Democrat Jolly warns some counties could face bankruptcy. With 60% voter approval required, the outcome remains uncertain. Even passage would trigger difficult legislative decisions about replacing lost revenue and protecting essential services.

Tampa Bay officials split over Amendment 3 and potential salary cuts
Axios Tampa Bay
By Kathryn Varn and Yacob Reyes 
October 21, 2026
Tampa Bay elected officials and local candidates disagree over Amendment 3, which would expand Florida’s homestead exemption and reduce local property tax revenue. An Axios survey found more than half of officials contacted declined to disclose their 
positions or did not respond. Hillsborough Commissioner Joshua Wostal and Pinellas Commissioner Chris Latvala support the amendment and say they will accept salary cuts if it passes. Republican Hillsborough Commission candidate Luiz Garcia also supports it. Democratic Pinellas candidates Tim Hughes and David Glenn Jr. oppose the measure, warning that diminished revenues could threaten services or prompt new fees. St. Petersburg City Council member Richie Floyd opposes the amendment, arguing that reduced elected-official salaries could discourage qualified candidates from serving.

Lawmakers turn against the property tax amendment they approved 
Orlando Sentinel
By Scott Maxwell 
October 21, 2026
Senate President Ben Albritton now opposes Amendment 3, the property tax measure he helped put before Florida voters. After celebrating historic relief, Albritton warns it could devastate rural counties and undermine law enforcement and essential services. Why did lawmakers approve of something they now consider dangerous?
Former Senate President Kathleen Passidomo also opposes the amendment despite voting to advance it. She calls the proposal well-intentioned but says voters unhappy with local spending should replace local officials. Both supported legislation passed during a Special Session lasting roughly 48 hours.
The amendment would exempt the first $250,000 of assessed value on owner-occupied homes from non-school property taxes by 2028. Homeowners could save substantially, but renters would receive no direct relief. Higher taxes on rental properties and businesses could increase housing costs.

Ben Albritton is the latest GOP senator to come out against Amendment 3
WUSF-FM 
October 22, 2026
Colin Hackley / News Service of Florida Senate President Ben Albritton says Amendment 3 would seriously impair the ability of small towns

Amendment 3 voter decision guide. What's at stake in your corner of SW Florida?
Fort Myers News Press
October 22, 2026
Hall supports the amendment. "All in all, this amendment to the Florida Constitution would set in stone tax savings for Florida Homestead

Florida voters to decide soon on Amendment 3
WFLA-TV
BY Gary Brode
October 21, 2026
of his concerns. Amendment 3 would lower property taxes by raising the state’s homestead exemption for non-school property taxes from $

Florida Senate president opposes Amendment 3 months after lawmakers put it on ballot
WTXl-TV
By Matt Sczesny
October 21, 2026
infrastructure." WATCH BELOW: Florida Senate president opposes Amendment 3 Albritton also stated the Florida Taxation and Budget Reform

'No big changes': Byron Donalds' wife says he'll continue DeSantis policies if elected Florida governor
WPBF-TV
October 21, 2026
she hears from voters, particularly property taxes and homeowners insurance. She said she and her husband support Amendment 3 as a step

Despite earlier hesitation to campaign, DeSantis hosts event supporting Amendment 3
Florida Phoenix
By Jay Waagmeester
October 21, 2026
Gov. Ron DeSantis for more than an hour Wednesday sat at a table with Miami leaders in front of TV cameras and advocated for the proposed constitutional amendment to increase homestead property tax exemptions. In June, having spent months proposing some form of property tax reductions, the governor said he didn’t think he would campaign 

Sen. Ben Albritton says he will vote against property tax amendment
Bradenton Herald
By Gary White
October 21, 2026
school homestead property taxes over time, the Florida Phoenix reported. Gov. Ron DeSantis called for the elimination of property taxes and

DeSantis, Miami-Dade officials accuse local governments of ‘fear-mongering’ over Amendment 3 property tax cuts
Florida’s Voice
October 21, 2026
officials in Miami-Dade County to advocate for Amendment 3, arguing that expanding Florida’s homestead property tax exemption will deliver

Officials slow down county hiring as Amendment 3 vote underway
Venice Gondolier
October 21, 2026
of losing millions in tax revenue. Amendment 3 would dramatically cut property taxes for Florida homeowners by expanding the homestead
