
Amendment 3 sparks ‘Save Deer Run Again’ initiative in Seminole County 
Spectrum News 13
By Maggie Rickerby 
October 19, 2026
In Seminole County, a neighborhood group is trying to save their community for a second time. Now, the state’s proposed Amendment 3 has reignited that fight. In 2020, the posters read “Save Deer Run.” Neighbors fought for the county to buy the old golf course property. Seminole County eventually bought the golf course in 2021 and plans to turn it into a passive park. Save Deer Run President Deborah Bauer said she supports property tax reform but opposes Amendment 3. If the amendment passes, Bauer and some Deer Run neighbors said they worry the project could be delayed because of funding cuts.
 
Orange Commissioners approve $786M hotel tax plan despite calls for delay 
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Orange County Commissioners approved a $786 million tourist tax spending package Monday, rejecting requests to postpone the decision until a newly elected Board takes office. Mayor Jerry Demings secured a 6-1 vote, with Commissioner Kelly Martinez Semrad dissenting. The largest allocation sends $350 million to the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts, along with funding for museums, arts programs, ecotourism, and UCF athletic facilities. Mayoral candidate Tiffany Moore Russell joined protesters questioning the rushed process, while tourism officials criticized the exclusion of Convention Center expansion. The vote comes weeks before voters reshape the County Commission and consider Amendment 3, which could dramatically alter local government finances. Demings defended moving forward despite the objections.
 
Florida leads property tax revolt on ballots in November
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last month. PROPE[RT]Y TAXES ARE ANOTHER FRONT IN THE GENERATIONAL HOUSING DIVIDE The latest effort by Florida on property taxes, if it
 
Florida’s parks are worth protecting. Amendment 3 puts them at risk | Column
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empty promise. Florida’s communities stand to lose between $12 billion to $15 billion annually. These funds, generated from property taxes,
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that Amendment 3 would cost Florida roughly $12 billion on a recurring basis, according to the Florida Policy Institute. If the amendment
 
Property tax amendment could cut Manatee County public safety budget
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local services. Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption for certain property taxes. It would not eliminate all property taxes. At
 
 
Infrastructure takes center stage in Brevard Commission race
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Rapid development, aging stormwater systems and the fallout from a statewide property tax measure are shaping the race for Brevard County Commission District 1, where candidates say North Brevard's infrastructure is the issue that matters most. Voters will choose Nov. 3 among Republican Micah Loyd, Democrat Aldon Bookhardt and Libertarian Nathan Slusher to fill the seat left open when Commissioner Katie Delaney resigned this spring. Delaney, who won the seat in 2024, stepped down May 2 to move out of state with her family for a job opportunity for her husband. She had served less than two years of a four-year term.


Floridians have a lot to lose if Amendment 3 passes
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By now you’ve probably heard about Amendment 3. You know it will drastically reduce the property tax on your home, and who doesn’t want lower taxes? So what’s the catch? The catch is that these taxes are a substantial part of the revenue your county, city and special districts (like The Villages Fire District) use to provide you services. And what do I mean by substantial? By 2028, Sumter County’s budget is estimated to lose $71 million in revenue each year. That represents 38% of this year’s general fund. Imagine losing 38% of your household income. You would have to get a second job, spend less, or both. Local officials would face the same choice: raise other taxes, cut services, or do both. None of those options is attractive. State officials — many of whom campaign on promises to lower taxes — claim local governments can absorb the loss by cutting waste. That is easy for them to say because the amendment would not reduce state revenue; the state receives no funding from property taxes. As to waste — I challenge them to examine Sumter County’s budget and identify the waste. Since I moved to The Villages in 2011, my property taxes have risen 12%, and the increase would have been smaller without the $50,000 addition I built in 2020. Over the same period, Florida’s revenue per resident rose 43%. Who is doing a better job keeping waste out of their budget?
 
Strong turnout marks early voting in Palm Beach County as voters debate ballot measures
WPBF-TV
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the amendment. "I voted no on the property tax because I think what we save in property taxes, not everybody will save in property taxes.
 
2026 Election: Amendments, referendums and other questions on your midterms ballot — a guide
WLRN-TV
October 19, 2026
the races for governor, Congress and the state legislature. Voters in South Florida face a lot of decisions. We have already covered how,
 
 
4 things to know about Palm Beach County's $175 million library bond on the Nov. 3 ballot
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the less expensive, the lower. WLRN: Florida voters will also be deciding on Amendment 3 this November, a statewide ballot measure that
 
