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a tax cut. Florida families are squeezed by insurance, groceries, and everyday costs, and I understand the appeal of Amendment 3 at first
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all the time: "Growth ought to pay for itself." I agree. But Amendment 3 does the opposite of that. It makes it certain that growth won't… Voting yes for Amendment 3 is the wrong vote. It doesn't slow growth by a single rooftop. It only makes sure the rest of us pay the costs of growth through longer emergency response times, more traffic congestion, worse roads, slower recovery after storms and a county with less say in what happens to it.
That is a poor trade-off, and Polk County would feel it more than most.
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conservative, and I’d love to reduce my monthly housing bill by lowering property taxes. After all, I work for a nonprofit, and my family… But as the person responsible for keeping those doors open, I have to tell you philanthropy alone isn’t enough. Before voting on Amendment 3, please consider what losing our local government funding support would mean for the seniors and families who have come to us because they have nowhere else to go.
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If Amendment 3 passes it could devastate rural counties. But I understand why residents of counties, where property values are much higher, are asking for relief. Real estate taxes are based on a percentage of the assessed value of property. The homestead exemption could also be based on a percentage. My suggestion is to keep the $25,000 floor and then add a percentage of the property appraiser's value, with a cap of the amount proposed in Amendment 3. This would be much fairer to rural county governments and, in the end, the residents who would not lose needed services. Please vote "no" on 3.
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voters will consider on Nov. 3. Amendment 3 would increase the homestead exemption for non-school property taxes and cut the cap on annual
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As Florida voters prepare to weigh in on Amendment 3 this November, Tallahassee residents have raised questions about how the amendment…Leon County Senior Public Information Strategist Lauryl Grace Phinney told the FSView that Leon County is preparing for a 30% loss in property tax revenue by weighing options including program cuts, privatizing some services, and reducing its workforce. "Amendment 3 would have a significant impact on the County's available property tax revenue and, as a result, could affect the services Leon County provides," Phinney said to the FSView. Leon County estimates it would lose about $70.7 million a year in property tax revenue once the amendment is fully phased in by Fiscal Year (FY) 2029, roughly 30% of the $235.4 million it currently collects.
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…Property taxes are the primary source of funding for many essential local government services, including police and fire rescue, emergency management, roads and stormwater infrastructure, parks, libraries and other community services. Local governments are required to balance their budgets, so when revenues decline, services and expenditures must be reduced or other sources of revenue must be identified.
For Longboat Key, the Town anticipates approximately $1.4 million in reduced annual General Fund revenue once the higher exemption is fully implemented. A loss of this size could affect the Town’s ability to maintain current service levels and fund future priorities. Our experience with Hurricanes Helene and Milton is an important example of why maintaining adequate local resources matters. The 2024 storms resulted in nearly $30 million in costs to the Town, including beach-related expenses. With continued uncertainty surrounding future federal disaster assistance and FEMA reimbursements, communities may be required to assume a greater share of recovery costs in the future.
There may also be impacts to services provided by Sarasota County. County representatives have advised the Town that significant reductions could affect parks and libraries, including the Sarasota County Longboat Key Branch Library. The need for essential services does not disappear when property tax revenue decreases. Local governments may have to consider service reductions, changes to property tax rates, non-ad valorem assessments or other revenue sources to address funding shortfalls…
 
Happening tomorrow 
U.S. Rep. Lois Frankel and state Rep. Rob Long hold a news conference on Amendment 3 with former Palm Beach County Administrator Verdenia Baker, SEIU, and West Palm Beach Firefighters IAFF Local 727: 1 p.m., West Palm Beach Fire Station 5, 700 N. Congress Ave., West Palm Beach.
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Florida Realtors aren’t the only ones funding their “Yes on 3” political committee to help get an increased homestead exemption over the hump next month. The National Association of Realtors is also ponying up, with a $2,016,500 donation on Oct. 9. As of that date, the committee had recorded $21,516,510, with roughly $7 million left to spend. Polling released this week from South Florida-based consulting firms EDGE Communications and MDW Communications, as well as from McLaughlin & Associates, shows the amendment at 50% and 53%, respectively, short of the 60% threshold for passage.
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Amendment 3, a proposed Florida constitutional amendment on the Nov. 3 general election ballot, and its potential impacts on property taxes,
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will also decide Nov. 3 on Amendment 3, which would raise the homestead exemption on non-school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $
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of that challenge: property taxes. That is why I’m urging Floridians to support Amendment 3. Cyndee Haydon is the 2026 Florida Realtors®
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how we got here, and both sides of the Amendment 3 debate. The Local 10 Special Report: “The Florida Property Tax Crisis” airs on Local 10
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campaigns in Florida memory. The “yes” side is bankrolled almost entirely by Florida Realtors. The “no” coalition now includes the Florida
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Robert Holmes has a message for Florida lawmakers pushing a proposed constitutional amendment to cut property taxes: Do your job instead of
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and the Florida Fire Chiefs Association oppose it, as do the Florida League of Cities, the Florida Association of Counties, and Florida
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across the state will be considering Amendment 3, which would nearly eliminate most property taxes for Florida homeowners. That impact could
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I keep seeing advertisements and commercials urging Floridians to vote in favor of Amendment 3. Out of curiosity, I investigated who was financing such an expensive campaign. It turns out that the sole reported financial backer is the Florida Association of Realtors, which has already contributed nearly $20 million to the campaign.
But could there be a political sponsor behind this effort as well? Governor DeSantis comes to mind. Apparently, his presidential ambitions are far from over. One can easily imagine him boasting to a national audience about how dramatically he cut taxes for Floridians, while overlooking the serious consequences that almost bankrupted counties and smaller communities depended on property-tax revenue to fund local services.
