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Central Florida homeowners considering Amendment 3 face a complicated calculation: how much would a larger homestead exemption actually save them? The proposal would gradually increase exemptions on most property taxes over two years while leaving the exemption for school taxes unchanged. Property appraisers determine assessed values, but local governments set the millage rates that ultimately shape homeowners’ bills. That means potential savings depend on a property’s location, its assessed value, and which taxes apply. Supporters point to relief for households coping with rising expenses, while critics question the potential consequences for local government services. The key distinction is between reducing individual tax bills and the broader impact on public budgets. Voters will decide the measure in November.
 
Early voting opens Monday in Sarasota and Manatee counties
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Early voting begins Monday, Oct. 19, in Sarasota and Manatee counties, giving voters two weeks to cast ballots before the Nov. 3 General Election. Sarasota County will operate 11 early voting sites, while Manatee County will have eight. Sarasota locations will be open daily from 8:30 a.m. until 6:30 p.m.; Manatee locations will close at 6 p.m. Early voting continues through Nov. 1. Voters who want mail ballots must request them by 5 p.m. Oct. 22, and completed ballots must reach election offices by 7 p.m. on Election Day. Each county’s Supervisor of Elections provides sample ballots and site information. The local election calendar is tightening as voters prepare to decide municipal and county contests.
 
Sarasota County slows down hiring as Amendment 3 vote nears
Bradenton Herald, WGCU.org
By Christian Casale of Suncoast Searchlight
of losing millions in tax revenue. Amendment 3 would dramatically cut property taxes for Florida homeowners by expanding the homestead… Sarasota County is slowing recruitment as officials prepare for possible property tax revenue losses under Amendment 3. County Administrator Jonathan Lewis instructed departments to prioritize mission-critical vacancies, although officials have not specified exactly which jobs are on hold. Records show 162 openings as of Oct. 9, including 27 at Breeze Transit and additional vacancies in utilities, parks, libraries and emergency services. County estimates project $134 million in lost revenue over two years if voters approve the expanded homestead exemption, rising to $386.6 million over five years. September hiring was already down 31% compared with last year. Manatee County and the city of Sarasota have also limited hiring. The proposed amendment would reduce nonschool property taxes while preserving school tax collections.

Vote ‘no’ on Florida’s Amendment 3. Our property taxes pay for clean water 
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In Florida, water runs under, through and around us. But if we don’t take care of it, it can’t take care of us. Water can also be dangerous to our health if it isn’t treated properly. Protecting our water means funding its protection. And to do that, we should all head to the ballot box on Nov. 3 and reject Amendment 3’s proposed property tax cut. An obvious but overlooked truth: kids are closer to the ground, so the places they play — whether polluted creeks, floodwaters in their yards or school playgrounds, or even improperly treated water at splash pads — affect their health even more than it does adults. Property taxes fund our city and county water treatment, flood relief and pollution prevention services. Property taxes fund almost half of the South Florida Water Management District’s budget. The District maintains the critical drains, pumps, culverts, canals and holding ponds that move stagnant water out of our streets and filter it before it reaches our lakes, rivers and ocean.
 
Florida This Week — WEDU PBS
WEDU
HAPPENING THIS WEEKEND
Host Lissette Campos examines Amendment 3, the property tax measure on the November ballot, with Hillsborough County Property Appraiser Bob Henriquez, Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd, former state Sen. Jeff Brandes, Florida D.O.G.E. Hillsborough County Committee Chair Jake Hoffman, retired St. Petersburg Fire Rescue Chief Jim Large and mortgage banker Erica Paradise. “Florida This Week” airs Sunday at 12:30 p.m. on WEDU PBS Channel 3.
 
How Amendment 3 may affect Florida's public libraries
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for the use of revenue from property taxes. Gov. Ron DeSantis supports Amendment 3 for making property taxes lower for homeowners overall. "
 
Voter guide: Property tax-cutting Amendment 3 could change Florida
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in the other. What Amendment 3 would do Amendment 3 would increase the state’s homestead exemption on non-school property taxes from the
 
SRQ Daily: Showing Up Ready
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the region. Our Amendment 3 Community Guide gathers nonpartisan information on how property taxes work and what the amendment would change
 
How much could homeowners save if Amendment 3 passes? Action 9 breaks down the numbers.
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at what this property tax amendment that’s on the ballot could actually mean for homeowner property taxes in central Florida. Do you have a
 
Florida Amendment 3: What a YES or NO vote would mean
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NBC6/Telemundo 51 Florida poll is giving us a look at how voters across the state are leaning on Amendment 3. Florida voters will decide
 
Friday's Gulf Coast ABC special on Amendment 3 breaks down Florida property tax changes
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special on Amendment 3 breaks down Florida property tax changes Friday's Gulf Coast ABC special on Amendment 3 breaks down Florida property
 
The long and short of it: Florida Amendment 3 and its implications
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com/florida-amendment-3-property-tax-calculator . According to the Florida Policy Institute, state economists predict that Amendment 3
 
‘We’re all worried about Nov. 3’ | Union County Library staff, patrons anticipate potential funding losses come midterm elections
WUFT Public Media North Central Florida
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but things to do.” But a Nov. 3 Florida ballot amendment proposing the increase of property tax homestead exemptions to $150,000 in 2027
 
