

Donalds wants to move beyond ‘one size fits all’ property tax system
Florida Politics
By A.G. Gancarski 
October 14, 2026
Donalds is proposing a broader overhaul of Florida’s property tax structure, arguing that urban and rural communities should not operate under identical rules. Speaking at an Ocala town hall, Donalds floated a multi-tier system that reflects differences among Miami-Dade, Marion, and Madison counties. He also raised concerns that homeowners who downsize can face higher tax bills after moving and called for an examination of the portability of Save Our Homes benefits. Donalds wants the Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commission to review taxes and fees alongside local governments. He continues to support Amendment 3, which would expand homestead exemptions, despite opposition from the Florida Sheriffs Association. The proposal needs 60% voter approval, and recent surveys suggest its passage remains uncertain.
 
Amendment 3’s fate rides on undecided voters as support sits at 50%
Florida Politics
Jesse Scheckner
October 14, 2026
New survey figures from South Florida-based consulting firms EDGE Communications and MDW Communications show support for Amendment 3 at 50% — 10 percentage points shy of what it needs to pass. Twenty-seven percent of voters oppose the proposal, and 23% are undecided with less than three weeks until Election Day. “Amendment 3 faces an uphill climb, polling well short of the 60% required for passage as bipartisan opposition continues to grow,” a poll memo said, noting that “undecided voters will be key in determining” the measure’s fate.
 
Amendment 3 threatens $2.2B in recurring Central Florida revenue, may shift burden to businesses
Orlando Business Journal
By J.C. Carnahan 
October 14, 2026
Central Florida governments could lose nearly $2.2 billion in recurring property tax revenue if voters approve Amendment 3, according to state estimates examined by the Orlando Business Journal. The projections cover Orange, Seminole, Lake, Osceola, Volusia and Brevard counties, with Orange County alone facing an estimated $811.7 million reduction. The proposal would expand homestead exemptions and change other property tax rules. Supporters emphasize relief for homeowners, but local officials and analysts warn governments could respond with higher fees or tax rates on other properties. University of Central Florida political scientist Aubrey Jewett said local governments would still need to finance everyday services. The statewide estimate reaches $8.77 billion by fiscal year 2028-29. Voters decide the constitutional amendment November 3; passage requires 60% approval.
 
Sarasota County slows down hiring as Amendment 3 vote nears
Suncoast Searchlight
By Christian Casale 
October 15, 2026
Sarasota County is slowing recruitment ahead of the November vote on Amendment 3, citing potential losses in property tax revenue. County Administrator Jonathan Lewis directed departments to prioritize “mission-critical” positions, although officials have not specified how many openings are on hold. Records show 162 vacancies as of Oct. 9, including positions in transit, utilities, libraries and emergency services. County projections estimate losses of $134 million over two years and $386.6 million over five years if voters approve the expanded homestead exemption. Hiring in September was already 31% below the same month last year. Manatee County and the city of Sarasota also have restricted recruitment. The amendment would reduce nonschool property taxes and requires 60% voter approval to pass.
 
Lee Commissioners warn Amendment 3 could force deep service cuts
Cape Coral Breeze
By Nathan Mayberg 
October 14, 2026
Lee County Commissioners are examining tax and fee increases, service reductions and possible layoffs if voters approve Amendment 3. Commissioner Kevin Ruane estimates the expanded homestead exemption could cost the county roughly $126 million in its first year and $240 million in the second. Ruane warned that roads, parks, libraries, emergency services and conservation programs could face cuts, with potentially hundreds of jobs at risk. Commissioner David Mulicka said he opposes the amendment’s approach, arguing that new user fees cannot replace the lost revenue. Officials discussed higher electric franchise and emergency medical fees, but estimated those changes would generate only a fraction of projected losses. Supporters emphasize homeowner tax relief; Commissioners say the proposal could shift costs elsewhere.
 
The hidden trap of Amendment 3 | Letters to the editor
Sun Sentinel, Letters to the Editor (2)
October 14, 2026
publicized by amendment opponents. — George Wulin, Jr., Oakland Park The tradeoffs of Amendment 3 I recently began researching Amendment
 
Vote 'no' on Amendment 3
Your Observer, Letter to the Editor
By Ken Schneier, member of Miracle on the Key
well. Amendment 3 will appear on our November ballot and, if approved by 60% of voters, would increase the exemption from property taxes for…The escalating cost of living, including the cost of municipal government, is a legitimate concern. The inflation we feel at home is felt by our towns and counties as well. But the solution should be a serious debate about alternatives, not a special session afterthought that can’t work. Amendment 3 is a tax cut you can’t afford.
 
Group that lobbied to ban rent control in Florida wants you to vote ‘yes’ on Amendment 3
Orlando Weekly
By McKenna Schueler
October 14, 2026
The Florida Realtors Association, a politically influential industry trade group that lobbied the Florida Legislature to kill Orange County’s temporary rent control effort in 2022, is now trying to convince Florida voters to vote Yes on Amendment 3 this November. Opponents of the measure warn Amendment 3 would gut
 
Local leaders weigh Amendment 3’s potential impact at Port Orange town hall
Hometown News
By Connor Walt
October 15, 2026
and consider Amendment 3’s potential impact on property taxes and public services across Volusia County. Panelists agreed Florida needs
 
Florida Amendment 3 could triple the homestead exemption, but firefighters warn of public safety cuts
Tampa Bay 28
October 15, 2026
services. Florida's current homestead exemption is about $50,000. Amendment 3 would increase the exemption for non-school property taxes to
 
'Collateral damage': Local officials warn about Amendment 3
Bradenton Herald
By John Kennedy
October 14, 2026
President and CEO of Florida TaxWatch and Florida's 17th Lieutenant Governor (2007-2011). Provided by Florida TaxWatch USA TODAY Network,
 
Amendment 3 vote could reshape Florida homeowners’ property taxes
WWSB-TV
By Alyssa Perry
October 14, 2026
Fla. (WWSB) - Florida voters face a decision that could change property taxes for homeowners across the state. Amendment 3 would raise the
 
Poll: Amendment 3 Falls Short of 60% Threshold Needed for Passage
The Capitolist
October 14, 2026
according to a poll released by the Associated Industries of Florida (AIF)…Amendment 3, the proposed constitutional amendment that would increase Florida’s homestead property tax exemption and lower the assessment
 
Poll: Amendment 3’s fate rides on undecided voters as support sits at 50%
Florida Politics
October 14, 2026
has grown louder as the Florida Sheriffs Association, Florida State Fraternal Order of Police, Florida Professional Firefighters and nearly… New survey figures from South Florida-based consulting firmsEDGE Communications and MDW Communications have support for Amendment 3 at 50% — 10 percentage points shy of what it needs to pass.
 
How Amendment 3 may affect Florida's public libraries | The Florida Roundup
WLRN News (Youtube)
October 14, 2026
and for the use of revenue from property taxes. But property taxes pay for many municipal services, and if Amendment 3 passes, cities and
 
What is Florida's Amendment 3 on property taxes? | WESH 2 amendment special
WESH 2 News
October 14, 2026
What is Florida's Amendment 3 on property taxes? | WESH 2 amendment special WESH 2 News is your home for Florida breaking news and weather.
 
Florida’s Amendment 3 Faces Uncertain Vote as Price Warnings and Fiscal Loss Estimates Mount
Particle News
October 14, 2026
of the 60% needed for passage. The amendment would raise the homestead exemption on non‑school property taxes to $150,000 in 2027 and $
 
FL's Amendment 3 would cut property taxes. Could it gut local police, fire, emergency money?
WTVJ NBC 6
October 14, 2026
NBC6/Telemundo 51 Florida poll is giving us a look at how voters across the state are leaning on Amendment 3. As Florida voters weigh a
 
State taxes on the ballot, counties at risk
The Bond Buyer ($$)
By Scott Sowers
October 14, 2026
squeeze on the primary revenue source for most counties: property taxes." Property taxes provide a reliable source of revenue for debt
 
Which Florida newspapers offer editorial board recommendations or Florida amendment endorsements?
Panama City News Herald & 33 USA Today Network Florida papers, and more
By Jennifer Sangalang
October 14, 2026
For the 2026 general election, which is Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2026, the editorial boards of five USA Today Network Florida newspapers have offered recommendations — or endorsements on how to vote. 
 
TCPalm: NO
The TCPalm Editorial Board recommends a No vote on Amendment 3.
Why: "The biggest issue: Giving up rights the Florida Constitution affords voters. We already have property tax exemptions and valuation caps we’ve voted in over the years. Are they sufficient? Perhaps not, but we, as Floridians, have the right to petition local government to keep tax rates low, or increase them, depending on our individual community’s needs. We can vote out non-responsive officials. ... But under proposed Amendment 3, we would limit the rights we have, through local officials, to control our taxes and services."
 
Orlando Sentinel: NO
In a joint editorial recommendation, the Orlando Sentinel Editorial Boardand the South Florida Sun-Sentinel Editorial Board recommend a No vote on Amendment 3.
Why: According to the Orlando Sentinel, "If you do nothing else at the polls this November, vote no on Amendment 3. It's that important. ... It's a recipe for disaster." The South Florida Sun-Sentinel states, "No, no, no on awful Amendment 3."
 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel: NO
The South Florida Sun-Sentinel Editorial Board recommends a No vote on Amendment 1, Amendment 2 and Amendment 3.
Why: "Just say no to all 3 Florida amendments ... You may have heard a lot about Amendment 3, the property tax amendment, which would gut local governments. Amendments 1 and 2 are less publicized but equally worthy of your 'no' vote."
In a joint editorial recommendation, the South Florida Sun-Sentinel Editorial Board and the Orlando Sentinel Editorial Board recommend a No vote on Amendment 3.
Why: According to the Orlando Sentinel, "If you do nothing else at the polls this November, vote no on Amendment 3. It's that important. ... It's a recipe for disaster." The South Florida Sun-Sentinel states, "No, no, no on awful Amendment 3."
 
Miami Herald: NO
In its 2026 Florida Amendments endorsements, the Miami Herald Editorial Board recommends a No vote on Amendment 1, Amendment 2and Amendment 3.
Why: "Amendment 3 is nothing less than a fundamental rewrite of the economics of local governments that use property tax revenues to pay for police and fire-rescue and basic services. It's an ill-conceived rushed proposal without real explanation of consequences. If this amendment is approved, we can see deep cuts to local governments. … We'd see small cities and some rural communities going belly-up."
 
