
St. Pete renter says no on Amendment 3; Florida Realtors say yes
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in Florida during the midterm political cycle will come to an end on Nov. 3. That’s when voters will decide whether to approve Amendment 3.
 
‘Be informed’: Tampa mayor warns residents of Amendment 3 impacts on public services, parks
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Tampa Mayor Jane Castor once again warned residents to educate themselves on the potential impacts of Amendment 3 on public services ahead of next week’s early voting. Amendment 3 has been the most well-known of the initiatives on the upcoming ballot, as it increases the homestead property tax exemption for all non-school taxes. Essentially, it would raise the homestead exemption from $50,000 to $150,000 in 2027 and $250,000 in 2028, adjusting for inflation in the years after 2028. Local governments have sounded the alarm on how this will impact local services if this loss of revenue is not replaced. “I would ask all of our residents that go into the voting booth to be informed before you check the box, especially with Amendment 3,” Castor said during a press conference announcing a new addition to Tampa’s park system. “It is going to be incredibly impactful, not only to the city of Tampa and to Hillsborough County, but every city and county.”
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pay the same mortgages, insurance premiums, and property taxes as our neighbors. But as voters consider Amendment 3, we are asking them to
 
How Amendment 3 may affect Florida's public libraries
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for the use of revenue from property taxes. Gov. Ron DeSantis supports Amendment 3 for making property taxes lower for homeowners overall.
 
Amendment 3 will hurt Florida's nonprofit community | Opinion
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you to do your own research on Amendment 3 before you vote on Nov. 3. The cost of living in South Florida cannot be easily dismissed, and
 
I’m on a fixed income. Amendment 3 provides no help. | Opinion
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A Florida retiree argues that Amendment 3 is a short-sighted tax shift that will disrupt local services. The author claims the amendment
 
Consider the cost of Amendment 3 | Opinion
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For more than four decades, The Lord's Place has worked alongside local government and community partners to address homelessness in Palm Beach County. Last year, we served 2,055 people, housed 416 individuals and families, and provided street outreach and referrals to 1,122 people. We also serve more than 1,000 nutritious breakfasts and lunches each week… As voters consider Amendment 3, I hope we look beyond what we might save on our individual tax bills and also examine what those dollars currently support. Understanding both sides of that equation is essential to making an informed decision about the future of our community.
 
Oviedo wraps up Amendment 3 information sessions ahead of general election
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sessions on the potential impact of property tax reform. Florida’s proposed property tax plan — Amendment 3 — would provide a new homestead
 
Property tax reform: How about a little common sense?
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schools. Amendment 3 doesn’t eliminate school property taxes. Those remain, and Polk County is already discussing additional property taxes
 
‘Catastrophic’: Gadsden County leaders warn Amendment 3 could lead to $6 million revenue loss
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called “Impact: Amendment Three and How It Affects You.” If voters approve it, Amendment 3 would increase Florida’s homestead exemption to
 
Florida Could Cut Property Taxes to Zero for Millions—but Experts Warn of a Big Catch for Buyers
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Whether Amendment 3 passes or fails, we are going to reform property taxes in our state with a goal of eliminating homestead property taxes
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t create debt,” Cook says. Amendment 3 is a proposed constitutional amendment that would greatly expand Florida’s homestead exemption. St.
 
Gadsden County to host four free community meetings this week to explain Amendment 3 and its local impact
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Amendment 3 centers on Florida's property tax system. If approved, it would increase the homestead exemption for certain property taxes,
 
“It’s just a disaster waiting to happen.”
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reads: Understanding Amendment 3. “If approved by at least 60 percent of Florida voters, Amendment 3 would make several changes to Florida'
 
Losing control 
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In his recent op-ed, Miami-Dade Tax Collector Dariel Fernandez makes a compelling case that rising property taxes burden homeowners. His argument for Amendment 3 overlooks another important issue: local control. 
For nearly 70 years, Miami-Dade has operated under a Home Rule Charter. We elect a mayor and commissioners to establish local priorities, adopt budgets and answer to local voters. 
Amendment 3 goes beyond increasing the homestead exemption. It would place into Florida’s Constitution additional restrictions on county and municipal property tax revenue and allow state law to further restrict certain locally approved expenditures.
Miami-Dade residents should understand what happens when important fiscal decisions move toward Tallahassee. Consider Florida International University. Despite exceptional performance in Florida’s own metrics, our hometown university receives substantially less in major state appropriations than UF or FSU. Their missions differ, but FIU illustrates a simple reality: when Tallahassee makes funding decisions, Miami-Dade’s priorities are only one consideration among many. 
If the county government spends too much, residents can demand cuts, change priorities and elect different leaders. That’s local accountability. 
Homeowners deserve meaningful property tax relief. Before changing Florida’s Constitution, voters should consider the taxes they may save and the local fiscal authority they would constrain. 
 
Few are fooled by Amendment 3
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As a former Longboat Key commissioner and mayor, I went through the municipal budget cycle many times. 
Amendment 3 will appear on the Nov. 3 ballot and, if approved by 60% of voters, would increase the exemption from property taxes for homesteaded owners from $50,000 per year to $250,000 over two years, with further exemptions envisioned. 
As almost every contributor to this newspaper has opined, Amendment 3 is a terrible idea. 
If adopted, it would cause enormous pain and uncertainty for all Florida communities and most residents. 
The reasons for this view have been stated and restated with near unanimity by towns, counties, charities, sheriffs, police departments, firefighters, libraries and voter advocate and citizens' groups – and even by school districts, which are immunized from the most direct effects of Amendment 3. 
Rather than itemize those views again, I want to focus on a recent, startling report in the Herald Tribune: pro-Amendment 3 "parties" have so far outspent anti-amendment advocates 38 to 1! 
How and why can this be when nearly every printed word regarding Amendment 3 opposes it? 
Apparently, Florida's real estate industry has come out in force to support the ballot measure and has brought its checkbook. 
Does it believe Amendment 3 would mean free money for homebuyers, resulting in more commissions for its members? 
There is no such thing as free money. 
Fortunately, voters are beginning to understand that Amendment 3 represents a tax shift – not a tax cut – and that it could result in a massive reduction in services, harming many who most need them. 
 
Sarasota library advocate warns about property tax changes
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Sarasota County libraries are more than shelves of books. They are places where children learn to read, job seekers use computers and families find programs they might otherwise miss. As voters consider Amendment 3, the promise of property tax relief deserves scrutiny alongside the local services those revenues support. More than 1.3 million people visited county libraries last year, borrowing nearly 2.3 million items and using public computers for more than 80,000 hours. Reduced funding could force decisions about hours, staffing, collections, technology and educational programming. Homeowners face genuine affordability pressures, but savings have consequences when local governments must balance budgets. Before casting ballots, residents should understand what changes could mean for libraries and the people who depend on them.
