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At the core of the City’s seven-mile long

riverfront is Town Common. Town Common 

is an important point of community-river 

convergence and can best be described as 

Greenville’s “central park”. Town Common 

is bounded to the east and west by historic 

neighborhoods. The park also serves as the 

‘front door’ to the riverfront from the City’s 

central business district, Uptown.
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Greenville’s riverfront has evolved over 

time. Downtown was an authentic and 

thriving downtown African-American 

neighborhood located along the City’s 

riverfront.
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The entire Downtown except the Sycamore Hill 

Baptist Church was demolished. This was a 

result of the Shore Drive Redevelopment 

project (an Urban Renewal project) which led to 

the dramatic removal of the community located 

in what is now called Town Common.



“The Church was like two arms reaching out and embracing the community.”

Former Downtown Resident

The Sycamore Hill 

Baptist Church was a 

cornerstone institution 

for the Downtown 

community. It was a 

center of social, 

political, and economic 

activity, a place to 

nurture souls, guide 

younger congregants, 

listen to a gifted choir, 

and help others in need. 

It was the pride of the 

Community. The Church 

was burned by 

arsonists to the ground.



“I lived at 408 West First Street.  I lived there 

from birth until 1965.  After they moved us out, 

they called this ‘Uptown’ when it was actually 

‘Downtown’.  Why they changed it, I don’t 

understand that.”

Bertha Gaye, Former Downtown Resident

During the master planning and 

design process, former 

‘Downtown’ residents recalled 

their memories of the 

predominately African American 

neighborhood which was 

eradicated as a result of the City’s 

Urban Renewal project.



The park master planning and design process uncovered generational scars from 

urban renewal and resulted in community rifts. As the design team discovered, there 

is a significant opportunity to tell the story of Downtown and the Sycamore Hill 

Baptist Church while bringing contemporary park programming to the sacred space.







Project Links:

https://www.greenvillenc.gov/government/recreation-parks/town-common-phase-1

https://elgl.org/we-build-this-city-remaking-the-greenville-nc-town-common/

https://www.greenvillenc.gov/government/recreation-parks/town-common-phase-1
https://elgl.org/we-build-this-city-remaking-the-greenville-nc-town-common/
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Town Common is a place for families. Per the Master Plan, a playground has been constructed on the 

eastern edge of the park. The playground  serves as an important first phase project that increases park 

activation. A grant from Trillium Health Resources and City funds were used to build the first project.

Project Links:

https://www.greenvillenc.gov/government/recreation-

parks/town-common-inclusive-playground

https://www.playlsi.com/en/commercial-playground-

equipment/playgrounds/town-common-park/

https://www.greenvillenc.gov/government/recreation-parks/town-common-inclusive-playground
https://www.playlsi.com/en/commercial-playground-equipment/playgrounds/town-common-park/


Town Common Playground is an inclusive 

accessible playground that can accommodate 

children of all physical abilities. 



The playground integrates the topography of 

the park to create exciting play opportunities.
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The success of the Playground at Town Common provided critical momentum for the City to take on Phase II 

improvements.  These improvements include the construction of a commemorative memorial on the site of the 

Sycamore Hill Baptist Church that celebrates both the Downtown community and the Church. The memorial serves 

as a place for healing and celebratory remembrance, to reflect on the past while creating an acclaimed regional and 

national attraction for the City.



As a result of a five-month design process, the design team worked extensively with community residents and stakeholders to define a vision for the Sycamore Hill Gateway.



A signature tower and associated commemorative landscape will tell the history of the Church and the Downtown community through dynamic and emotionally powerful interpretive features.



The Sycamore Hill Gateway Plaza was opened to the public on the 50th anniversary of the Urban 

Renewal project on August 11, 2020. At the core of the commemorative is a flexible outdoor 

community space that can be used for special events such as weddings, small performances, 

commemorative-related events, outdoor dining, and other community gatherings.



The plaza is a place of storytelling and learning. A series of precast concrete walls with glass interpretive panels tell the

dynamic history of the Downtown community and the Sycamore Hill Baptist Church which once occupied the site.



An iconic tower creates a dynamic beacon at the corner of First & Greene 

Street which symbolizes the former stained glass church bell tower. 

Project Links:

https://www.greenvillenc.org/glimpse/

https://www.greenvillenc.gov/government/recreation-parks/sycamore-hill-gateway-plaza

https://www.greenvillenc.org/glimpse/
https://www.greenvillenc.gov/government/recreation-parks/sycamore-hill-gateway-plaza

