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May 2026

Dear CLEAR colleagues
I recently informed CLEAR’s Executive Director, Adam Parfitt, of my intention to run for the position of President-Elect in the upcoming elections, and I wanted to share that with you directly.
I’ve been involved with CLEAR for over ten years, beginning with my first Annual Education Conference in 2015. From that first meeting, I was struck by how welcoming and supportive the community is. Over time, it has become clear that while we work in different parts of the world and regulate a wide range of professions, we share many common challenges.
It may sound like a cliché that you get back what you put into an organisation like CLEAR, but it is true. Early on, I was keen to become more involved in CLEAR’s work and have since had the privilege of serving on the Board of Directors for the past six years, chairing the Regulatory Agency Administration Committee, and acting as a Deputy Chair of the DEI Committee. I’ve also presented at numerous Annual Education Conferences, contributed to webinars, CLEARinghouse Chats and the Regulation Matters podcast, and recently served as a mentor in CLEAR’s mentorship program. While I value the opportunity to share what I’ve learned on my regulatory journey, I gain just as much from these engagements through the people I meet and the perspectives they bring.
These roles have also given me valuable insight into the outstanding work of the CLEAR staff team, who consistently deliver a wide range of high-quality programs and events that support our professional development.
I would welcome the opportunity to serve as President-Elect, and ultimately President, to continue working alongside the dedicated volunteers who make CLEAR what it is today. Looking ahead, I am particularly interested in how we can further strengthen connections across our membership and continue supporting regulators in an increasingly complex and evolving global environment. CLEAR is shaped by its members, and I am keen to explore how we can continue to grow - welcoming colleagues from more jurisdictions and professions while building on the strong sense of community that already exists.
Like many of us, I didn’t set out to become a regulator. I came to the profession somewhat by chance, initially working in roles focused on education standards and the assessment of internationally trained engineers. I quickly discovered how rewarding this work is and gained a deep appreciation for the vital role regulators play in protecting the public, often without recognition. Since then, I have worked in regulatory roles in both the UK and Australia across professions including engineering, psychology, and dentistry. More recently, I worked with Australia’s health professions regulator, Ahpra, and I am currently CEO of General Surgeons Australia.
I hope this breadth of experience provides a strong foundation to serve as President-Elect and to continue contributing to a community that has given me so much.
Please feel free to reach out to me on Michael.carpenter@generalsurgeons.com.au if there is anything you’d like to ask me.
Yours faithfully
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