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Domestic and Family Violence: 
The public interest in regulating 
what was once “private violence” 
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Toronto neurosurgeon, 43, who strangled his physician wife, 
40, stuffed her body into a suitcase and left it by a river 
days after she filed for divorce is sentenced to life in prison
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Panel Discussion
 Clare Dixon   Senior Legal Advisor, Ahpra – Presenter & Panel Moderator

 Elizabeth O’Neill  Senior Legal Advisor, Ahpra – Presenter & Panelist

 Graeme Keirstead KC Deputy Registrar/Chief Legal Counsel, College of Physicians 
    and Surgeons of British Columbia - Panelist

 Jon M. Pellet   Partner, Pennington, P.A., Florida - Panelist

 Amy Block   Senior Legal Counsel & Appeal and Review Lead, College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario. Amy will be joining 
WeirFoulds LLP as a Partner in the Regulated Professions and 
Industries Group in October 2023 – Panelist



Do you consider domestic or 
family violence to be a public or a 
private matter?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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It ends with us…



Do you think there should be a criminal 
conviction before regulatory action is taken in 
relation to a practitioner’s domestic or family 
violence?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Do you think it’s appropriate for regulators to 
take interim action when allegations are 
made, or charges are laid about domestic and 
family violence by a practitioner?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



What factors might influence 
your answer?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Speaker Contact Information

Clare Dixon | cdixon@ahpra.gov.au

Elizabeth O’Neill | eoneill@ahpra.gov.au

mailto:eoneill@ahpra,gov.au
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