
2023 Hester Winning Essays
Hayden Hulsey 



Hayden Hulsey - Page 2





Will Miller - page 1



Will Miller - Page 2



Community Bankers Association of Georgia | 1640 Powers Ferry Rd SE, Bldg 28, Ste 100, Marietta, GA 30067-1425

Phone: (770) 541-4490 • Fax: (770) 541-4496 • lindsay@cbaofga.com • www.cbaofga.com 4

CANDIDATE’S ESSAY
THE JULIAN & JAN HESTER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Please include a typed essay (500 words or less) answering the prompt, then attach it to this application.

Prompt: àëä÷�çò�üòø�÷ëìñî�ìö�÷ëè�ðòö÷�ìðóòõ÷äñ÷�äöóèæ÷�òé�æòððøñì÷ü�åäñîìñê��àëü��Ñäö�ä�öóèæìĤæ�æòððøñì÷ü�
bank made an impact on you? Support your answer. 

Information and brochures to help you can be obtained from your community bank. To locate a community bank in 

your area, please call Lindsay Greene at CBA at (770) 541-0376.

Do not staple.

Sophia Sun

        In much of the current world, the only kinds of institutions that seem to be getting attention are 
the big ones–be it corporations, franchises, or banks. However, in actuality, these large institutions 
are far from being the only important pieces of the economy–much less the only ones. From the 
corner-side shop, to the local bank that sits in the small plot of land next to Publix, these community 
institutions–specifically banks–are vital for the local community. The most important aspect of 
community banking can be summarized in one word: personal.

 Local community banks serve both the people in the surrounding areas, as well as small 
businesses. They provide services that are tailored for the demographics of the community. In short, 
they are personal and genuine. They are built on support for the people–on support for the 
community. Rather than being strictly focused on corporate ideals and revenue, community banks 
oftentimes try to minimize costs or provide additional benefits to their customers. These banks are 
the places that do their best to bolster up the local community and its small businesses, with 
programs that apply uniquely to the needs of the local vicinity.

 While I have involved myself in various activities during my high school years, nothing has taught 
me as much as my community banks did regarding financial literacy. In fact, my first time learning 
about the basics of writing checks, managing my money, and compound interest came from a local 
bank. They provided workshops and brochures for students to provide more financial education–a 
subject not ever taught in schools. Moreover, it was the community banks that taught me about debit 
and credit cards, inspiring me to open up my first bank account and debit card. To ignore the value 
provided by community banks would be a grave mistake. Had I not attended the financial literacy 
workshop hosted in my local community, I may have gone as far as college before learning about 
the intricacies of money management. For both my own future, and the futures of millions of 
students nationwide, these community banks are what teach us about the real world. These are the 
schools that teach us what high school never did. These are the institutions that educate the next 
generation about their finances. Beyond everything, community banks create incomparable value to 
the local community–as financial literacy is the key to future success for millions. These banks’ 
unwavering support for the community is what helps individuals and small businesses thrive–all 
while creating a real and personal connection with the bank.
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