2026 Georgia Qualifying Summary
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Qualifying for the 2026 election cycle has reshaped Georgia’s political landscape, producing many open seats,
competitive primaries, and high-profile statewide contests. Coupled with the retirement of numerous legislators and
members seeking higher office, this cycle will bring significant turnover across all levels of state government.

ACROSS THE BALLOT AT A GLANCE
e Governor: Open seat with crowded Democratic and Republican primaries
e Lt. Governor: Open seat with multiple current state senators and representatives competing
e Secretary of State and Attorney General: Competitive primaries expected
e US Senate: Incumbent Sen. Jon Ossoff faces multiple Republican challengers
e US House: Several open seats due to retirements and candidates seeking other offices
e Georgia General Assembly: Dozens of incumbents face primaries, and more than 30 legislative seats are open

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The Georgia legislature will experience substantial turnover in 2026

Senate House of Representatives

e 11 open seats e 22 0penseats

e 14 incumbents with a Primary Election e 32incumbents with a Primary Election

e 26incumbents with a General Election e 106 incumbents with a General Election

e 9incumbents reelected without opposition e 41incumbents reelected without opposition
Many of the open Senate seats are the result of Several high-profile retirements, including House
members running for statewide office, particularly Lt. leadership positions and long-serving members, have
Governor and Attorney General created open races across the state

STATEWIDE OFFICES
The Governor’s race is open, creating the most competitive statewide contest of the cycle
e Major Democratic contenders include several current and former elected officials, including former Atlanta
Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms, former Lt. Governor Geoff Duncan, and DeKalb CEO Mike Thurmond
e The Republican primary is similarly crowded, featuring Lt. Governor Burt Jones, Attorney General Chris Carr,
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, and political outsider Rick Jackson
The Lt. Governor’s race has drawn an unusually large field of legislators, including multiple state senators. Other
statewide contests are also expected to be competitive, including the Secretary of State and Attorney General.

FEDERAL RACES
Georgia will also see several open congressional seats, increasing the stakes in federal races
e USHouse District 1 (Savannah) is open as Rep. Buddy Carter runs for US Senate
e USHouse District 10 (Athens-Clarke County) is open as Rep. Mike Collins seeks the Senate seat
e USHouse District 11 (Calhoun, Canton) is open following Rep. Barry Loudermilk’s retirement
e USHouse District 14 (Rome, Dalton) will be decided in a special election
Additionally, US Sen. Jon Ossoff is seeking reelection and will face the victor of a crowded Republican primary

OUTLOOK

With open seats at nearly every level of government, the 2026 election cycle is poised to produce significant turnover in
Georgia politics. The combination of open statewide offices, congressional turnover, and legislative retirements makes
2026 one of the most dynamic election cycles in Georgia in more than a decade.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Senate Open Seats

11 total

D  Vacating Legislator

7 Was Nabilah Parkes > Lt. Gov

10 Was Emanuel Jones>USHD 13

14  Was Josh McLaurin > Lt. Gov

15  Was Ed Harbison > Retired

19  WasBlake Tillery > Lt. Gov

27  Was Greg Dolezal > Lt. Gov

42  Was Brian Strickland > AG

44  Was Elena Parent > Retired

46  Was Bill Cowsert > AG

51  Was Steve Gooch > Lt. Gov

53 *OPEN* Was Colton Moore > US HD 14*

*Note: these three open seats are being filled via Special

Election on March 10*

Senate Incumbents with a Primary Election Challenger

Updated: March 11, 2026

D P First Last City

5 D Sheikh Rahman Lawrenceville
8 R Russ Goodman  Homerville
12 D Freddie Powell Albany

17 D Gail Davenport  Jonesboro
18 R  Steven McNeel Macon

28 D Donzella  James Atlanta

31 R Jason Anavitarte  Dallas

House Open Seats 22 total
D  Vacating Legislator
9 Was Will Wade > SD 51
31  Was Emory Dunahoo > Retired
47  Was Jan Jones > Retired
58  Was Park Cannon > Retired
62  Was Tanya Miller > AG
68  Was Derrick Jackson > Gov
70  Was Lynn Smith > Retired
90  Was Saira Draper > SD 44
94  *OPEN* Was Karen Bennett > Removed
97  Was Ruwa Romman=>SD 7
100 Was David Clark > Lt. Gov
108 Was Jasmine Clark>US HD 13
109  Was Dewey McClain > Retired
113  Was Sharon Henderson > Suspended
114  Was Tim Fleming > SOS
120  Was Houston Gaines > US HD 10
128 Was Mack Jackson > Retired
130 OPEN *Was Lynn Heffner > Resigned*
140  Was Teddy Reese > SD 15
162  Was Carl Gilliard > Retired
165 Was Edna Jackson > Retired
177  Was Dexter Sharper > Retired
14total 5Rep 9Dem
D P  First Last City
33 D Michael Rhett Marietta
34 D  Kenya Wicks Fayetteville
35 D Jaha Howard Smyrna
41 D Kim Jackson Pine Lake
43 D Tonya Anderson Lithonia
47 R Frank Ginn Danielsville
54 R Chuck Payne Dalton



Katie Roberts
Comment on Text
Special Runoff Election set for April 7
   Lanny Thomas - Rep
   Jack Zibluk - Dem

Katie Roberts
Comment on Text
Special Runoff Election on April 7
   Venola Mason - Dem
   Kelly Kautz - Dem

Katie Roberts
Comment on Text
Special Runoff Election on April 7
   Sheila Nelson - Dem
   Thomas McAdams - Rep


House Incumbents with a Primary Election Challenger

D P First Last City

1 R Mike Cameron Rossville

2 R  Steve Tarvin Chickamauga
3 R Mitchell Horner Ringgold

4 R  Kasey Carpenter Dalton

13 R Katie Dempsey Rome

18 R Tyler Paul Smith Bremen

20 R  Charlice Byrd Woodstock
25 R Todd Jones Cumming
29 R Matt Dubnik Gainesville
37 D MaryFrances  Williams Marietta
42 D Gabriel Sanchez Smyrna

51 D Esther Panitch Atlanta

54 D Betsy Holland Atlanta

57 D Stacey Evans Atlanta

61 D Mekyah McQueen Atlanta

66 D Kimberly Alexander Hiram

Senate Incumbents with a General Election Challenger

D P First Last City

1 R Ben Watson Savannah
6 R Matt Brass Newnan

9 D Nikki Merritt Grayson
12 D Freddie Powell Albany
16 R Marty Harbin Tyrone
21 R Jason Dickerson  Canton
23 R Max Burns Sylvania
24 R Lee Anderson Grovetown
26 D David Lucas Macon
29 R Randy Robertson Cataula
30 R Tim Bearden Carrollton
31 R Jason Anavitarte Dallas

32 R Kay Kirkpatrick Marietta
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32 total

14 Rep 18Dem

D P First Last City
69 D Debra Bazemore Riverdale
91 D Angela Moore Decatur
92 D Rhonda Taylor Conyers
95 D Dar'shun Kendrick Lithonia
96 D Arlene Beckles Norcross
98 D Marvin Lim Norcross
117 D MaryAnn Santos McDonough
129 D Karlton Howard Augusta
133 R Danny Mathis Cochran
142 D Miriam Paris Macon
149 D Floyd Griffin Milledgeville
155 R Matt Hatchett Dublin
157 R Bill Werkheiser  Glennville
159 R Jon Burns Newington
168 D Al Williams Midway
176 R James Burchett Millwood
26 total 17Rep 9Dem
D P First Last City
36 D Nan Orrock Atlanta
37 R Ed Setzler Acworth
38 D Rashaun Kemp Atlanta
39 D Sonya Halpern Atlanta
40 D Sally Harrell Atlanta
41 D Kim Jackson Pine Lake
45 R Clint Dixon Buford
47 R Frank Ginn Danielsville
48 R Shawn Still Norcross
49 R Drew Echols Alto
50 R Bo Hatchett Clarkesville
55 D Randal Mangham  Stone Mountain
56 R John Albers Roswell




House Incumbents with a General Election Challenger 106 total 73 Rep 33 Dem

D P  First Last City D P  First Last City

1 R Mike Cameron Rossville 81 R  Noelle Kahaian Locust Grove
2 R  Steve Tarvin Chickamauga 82 R  Karen Mathiak Griffin

3 R  Mitchell Horner Ringgold 83 D Karen Lupton Chamblee

4 R  Kasey Carpenter Dalton 85 D Karla Drenner Avondale Estates
5 R Matt Barton Calhoun 87 D \Viola Davis Stone Mountain
6 R  Jason Ridley Chatsworth 88 D Billy Mitchell Stone Mountain
8 R  Stan Gunter Blairsville 95 D Dar'shun Kendrick Lithonia

10 R  Victor Anderson Cornelia 99 R  Matt Reeves Duluth

11 R  Rick Jasperse Jasper 101 D Scott Holcomb Atlanta

12 R  Eddie Lumsden Rome 103 R  Soo Hong Lawrenceville
13 R  Katie Dempsey Rome 105 R  Sandy Donatucci Buford

14 R  Mitchell Scoggins Rydal 107 D Sam Park Lawrenceville
15 R  Matthew Gambill Cartersville 110 D Segun Adeyina Grayson

16 R Trey Kelley Cedartown 111 R Rey Martinez Loganville

17 R Martin Momtahan Dallas 112 R  Bruce Williamson Monroe

18 R  Tyler Paul Smith Bremen 115 D Regina Lewis-Ward McDonough
19 R  Joseph Gullett Acworth 116 D El-Mahdi Holly Stockbridge
20 R  Charlice Byrd Woodstock 118 R Clint Crowe Jackson

21 R Brad Thomas Holly Springs 119 R  Holt Persinger Winder

22 R Jordan Ridley Woodstock 121 D  Eric Gisler Watkinsville
23 R Bill Fincher Canton 122 D Spencer Frye Athens

24 R Carter Barrett Cumming 123 R Rob Leverett Elberton

25 R Todd Jones Cumming 124 R Trey Rhodes Greensboro
26 R Lauren McDonald Cumming 125 R  Gary Richardson Evans

27 R Lee Hawkins Gainesville 126 D LC Myles Hephzibah

28 R  Brent Cox Dawsonville 127 R Mark Newton Augusta

29 R Matt Dubnik Gainesville 131 R  Rob Clifton Evans

30 R  Derrick McCollum Gainesville 137 D Debbie Buckner Junction City
32 R  Chris Erwin Homer 138 R  Vance Smith Pine Mountain
34 R Devan Seabaugh Marietta 139 R Carmen Rice Columbus

35 D Lisa Campbell Kennesaw 141 D Carolyn Hugley Columbus

36 R  Ginny Ehrhart Powder Springs 142 D  Miriam Paris Macon

40 R Kimberly New Villa Rica 145 D Tangie Herring Macon

42 D Gabriel Sanchez Smyrna 147 R  Bethany Ballard Warner Robins
44 R Don Parsons Marietta 148 R Noel Williams Cordele

45 R  Sharon Cooper Marietta 149 D Floyd Griffin Milledgeville
46 R John Carson Marietta 150 D Patty Stinson Reynolds

48 R  Scott Hilton Ptree Corners 151 R Mike Cheokas Americus

49 R Chuck Martin Alpharetta 152 R Bill Yearta Sylvester

50 D Michelle Au Duluth 154 R  Gerald Greene Cuthbert

51 D  Esther Panitch Atlanta 155 R Matt Hatchett Dublin

53 R  Deborah Silcox Sandy Springs 157 R Bill Werkheiser Glennville

54 D Betsy Holland Atlanta 161 R Bill Hitchens Rincon

57 D Stacey Evans Atlanta 164 R Ron Stephens Savannah

59 D Phil Olaleye Atlanta 166 R  Jesse Petrea Savannah

61 D Mekyah McQueen Atlanta 167 R Buddy DelLoach Townsend

64 D  Sylvia Baker Douglasville 168 D Al Williams Midway

65 D Robert Dawson Atlanta 173 R Darlene Taylor Thomasville
67 D Lydia Glaize Fairburn 174 R  John Corbett Lake Park

71 R Jutt Howard Carrollton 175 R John LaHood Valdosta

73 R  Josh Bonner Peachtree City 176 R James Burchett Millwood

79 D Yasmin Neal Morrow 178 R  Steven Meeks Screven

80 D Long Tran Dunwoody 179 R  Rick Townsend Saint Simons Is
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Senate Incumbent Reelected Without Opposition 9total 7Rep 2Dem
D P First Last City
2 D Derek Mallow Savannah
3 R Mike Hodges Brunswick
4 R Billy Hickman Statesboro
11 R  Sam Watson Moultrie
13 R Carden Summers  Cordele
20 R Larry Walker Perry
22 D Harold Jones Augusta
25 R Rick Williams Milledgeville
52 R Chuck Hufstetler =~ Rome
House Incumbents Reelected Without Opposition 41 total 17 Rep 24Dem
D P  First Last City D P  First Last City
7 R Johnny Chastain Mineral Bluff 93 D Doreen Carter Lithonia
33 R  Alan Powell Hartwell 102 D Gabe Okoye Lawrenceville
38 D David Wilkerson Powder Springs 104 R Chuck Efstration Dacula
39 D Terry Cummings Mableton 106 D  Akbar Ali Lawrenceville
41 D Michael Smith Marietta 132 D Brian Prince Augusta
43 D  Solomon Adesanya Marietta 134 R Robert Dickey Musella
52 D  Shea Roberts Sandy Springs 135 R Beth Camp Concord
55 D Inga Willis Atlanta 136 R David Jenkins Grantville
56 D Bryce Berry Atlanta 143 D Anissa Jones Macon
60 D  Sheila Jones Atlanta 144 R  Dale Washburn Macon
63 D Kim Schofield Atlanta 146 R Shaw Blackmon Bonaire
72 R David Huddleston  Roopville 153 D David Sampson Albany
74 D Robert Flournoy, Jr. Hampton 156 R Leesa Hagan Lyons
75 D Eric Bell Jonesboro 158 R Butch Parrish Swainsboro
76 D Sandra Scott Rex 160 R Lehman Franklin Brooklet
77 D  Rhonda Burnough Riverdale 163 D  AnneAllen Westbrook Savannah
78 D Demetrius  Douglas Stockbridge 169 R Angie O'Steen Ambrose
84 D  MaryMargaret  Oliver Decatur 170 R Jaclyn Ford Alapaha
86 D Imani Barnes Tucker 171 R  Joe Campbell Camilla
89 D Omari Crawford Decatur 172 R Chas Cannon Moultrie
180 R  Steven Sainz Woodbine
STATEWIDE RACES
Open Seats
Governor
P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Amanda Duffy Columbia
D Derrick  Jackson Fayette Current state Representative; retired US Navy officer
D Geoff Duncan Forsyth Former GOP Lt. Governor
D Jason Esteves Fulton Former state Senator and Atlanta Board of Education chair
D Keisha Bottoms Fulton Former Atlanta mayor and senior advisor in the Biden administration
D Mike Thurmond DeKalb Former DeKalb County executive, state Representative, state labor commissioner
D Olu Brown Fayette
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Governor (continued)

P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
L Chase Oliver DeKalb Libertarian nominee for US Senate in 2022 and the Libertarian presidential nominee in 2024
R Brad Raffensperger  Fulton Current Secretary of State
R  Burt Jones Butts Current Lt. Governor, former state Senator
R  Chris Carr DeKalb Current Attorney General
R Clark Dean Fulton
R  Gregg Kirkpatrick Cherokee
R Ken Yasger Chatham
R  Rick Jackson Forsyth
R Thomas Williams Wilkinson
Lt. Governor
P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Josh McLaurin Fulton Current state Senator
D  Nabilah Parkes Gwinnett Current state Senator, had planned to run for Insurance
D Richard Wright Fulton
R  Brenda Nelson-Porter Coweta
R David Clark Gwinnett Current state Representative
R Greg Dolezal Forsyth Current state Senator
R John Kennedy Monroe Former state Senator
R M. Blake Tillery Toombs Current state Senator
R  Steve Gooch Lumpkin Current state Senator, former Senate Majority Leader
R  Takosha Swan Rockdale Previously ran for state House in 2018
Secretary of State
P  FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Adrian Consonery Cobb
D Cam Ashling Fulton
D Dana Barrett Fulton Current Fulton County Commissioner
D  Penny Brown Reynolds  Fulton Former Georgia superior court judge
R  Edward Metz Cobb
R  Kelvin King Fulton Ran for US Senate in 2022
R  R.Gabriel Sterling Fulton
R Tim Fleming Newton Current COO in Secretary of State's Office
R  Vernon Jones DeKalb Former DeKalb County CEO and former Democratic state Representative
Attorney General
P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Bob Trammell Meriwether Former state Representative and Minority Leader
D  Herbert Adams DeKalb
D Tanya Miller Fulton Current state Representative
R Brian Strickland Henry Current state Senator
R W.BIll Cowsert Clarke Current state Senator
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Public Service Commission District 5

P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES

D  Angelia Pressley Cobb

D Craig Cupid Cobb

D Shelia Edwards Cobb Previously ran for PSC 3 in 2022
L Thomas Blooming Cobb

R Bobby Mehan Haralson

R Carolyn Roddy Cobb

R Joshua Tolbert Cobb

Incumbent Constitutional Officers with Challengers

Insurance
P | FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D N AJ Jain Fulton
D N Clarence  Blalock Paulding
D N DeAndre' Mathis Fulton State Farm Agent
D N  Keisha Waites Fulton Former Atlanta City Councilmembers; former candidate for PSC 3
D N  Thomas Dean DeKalb
L N  Colin McKinney Clarke
R Y John King Fulton
Labor
P | FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D N Brett Hulme Chatham
D N Christian Smith Fulton
D N Clarence Blalock Paulding
D N  Jason Moon Walton
D N Michelle Sanchez Hall
D N Nikki Porcher Fulton
R Y Barbara Rivera Holmes Dougherty
School Superintendent
P | FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D N  Anton Anthony Burke
D N Lydia Powell Fayette
D N  Otha Thornton Coweta Former president of the National PTA
R N Bubba Longgrear Candler
R N Mesha Mainor Fulton Former Democratic House Representative
R N Nelva Lee Henry
R N Randell Trammell Bartow
R Y Richard Woods Tift
Agriculture
P | FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D N Katherine Juhan-Arnold Gwinnett
D N Sedrick Rowe Dougherty
R Y Tyler Harper [rwin
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Public Service Commission District 3

P | FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Y Peter Hubbard DeKalb
R N Brandon Martin DeKalb
R N T. Fitz Johnson Fulton
FEDERAL RACES
Open Seats
House District 1 - Was Buddy Carter > running for US Senate
P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Amanda Hollowell Chatham
D Defonsio Daniels Camden
D  Joey Palimeno Camden
D Joyce Griggs Chatham
D Michael  McCord Chatham
D Patrick Wilver Chatham
D Randall ~ Zurcher Chatham
D Sharon Williamson Chatham
R Brian Montgomery Chatham
R Eugene  Yu Chatham
R Jim Kingston Chatham  Son of US Rep. Jack Kingston
R Kandiss  Taylor Appling Ran for Gov in 2022
R Krista Penn Chatham
R Pat Farrell Chatham

House District 10 - Was Mike Collins > running for US Senate

P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES

D A.Lexy Doherty Clarke

D John Dority Oglethorpe

D Pam Delancy Henry

R Houston Gaines Clarke Current state Representative

R Jeffrey Baker Oglethorpe

R Ryan Millsap Newton Businessman and former chairman of the Georgia Film, Music & Digital

Entertainment Advisory Commission

House District 11 - Was Barry Loudermilk > Retiring

P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Barry Wolfert Cobb

D Chris Harden Cherokee

R Chris Mora Pickens

R John Cowan Floyd
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House District 11 (cont.) - Was Barry Loudermilk > Retiring

P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES

R LisaAnne Carlquist Cobb

R Robert Adkerson Bartow

R Tricia Pridemore  Cobb Current Public Service Commissioner
R Uloma Kama Cobb

R William Brown Cherokee

House District 14 - Was Marjorie Taylor Greene > Resigned

*Special Election on the ballot on March 10

P FIRST LAST COUNTY CANDIDATE NOTES
D Shawn Harris Polk

L Andrew Underwood  Walker

R Brian Stover Paulding

R Clay Fuller Dade

R Colton Moore Dade Former state Senate member
R Eric Cunningham Paulding

R James  Tully Paulding

R Nicky Lama Whitfield

R Reagan Box Floyd

R  Star Black Cobb

R T.Beau Brown Floyd

R Thomas Gray Cobb

Incumbents with Challengers

D P I FIRST LAST COUNTY Primary General
H-02 D Y Sanford Bishop Dougherty Y
H-03 R Y Brian Jack Fayette Y
H-04 D Y Hank Johnson DeKalb Y Y
H-05 D Y Nikema  Williams Fulton Y Y
H-06 D Y Lucy McBath Cobb Y
H-07 R Y Rich McCormick  Fulton Y
H-08 R Y Austin Scott Tift Y
H-09 R Y Andrew  Clyde Jackson Y Y
H-12 R Y Rick Allen Richmond Y Y
H-13 D Y David Scott Fulton Y Y

S D Y Jon Ossoff DeKalb Y

Spotlight on House District 13: David Scott

P | FIRST LAST COUNTY
D Y David Scott Fulton

D N Emanuel Jones Henry

D N Everton Blair Gwinnett
D N Heavenly Kimes Rockdale
D N Jasmine  Clark Gwinnett
D N Jeffree Fauntleroy  Gwinnett
D N Joe Lester Rockdale
R N Jonathan Chavez Rockdale
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Spotlight on Senate Race

P | FIRST LAST COUNTY
D Y Jon Ossoff DeKalb

L N Allen Buckley Cobb

R N Derek Dooley Rabun

R N E.Buddy Carter Glynn

R N John Coyne Fulton

R N Jonathan McColumn  Houston
R N Mike Collins Butts



Katie Roberts
Comment on Text
Runoff Election set for April 7
  Clay Fuller - Rep
  Shawn Harris - Dem
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