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Prop 47
The Retail, Fuel and Cargo Theft Problem

▪ No accountability or deterrence

▪ Repeat offenders treated as misdemeanors

▪ Misdemeanors are low priority 

▪ Only ticket offenses; not booked or are immediately released



▪ Clear language of Prop 47
▪ Legislature can amend 47 only if it seeks to reduce penalties

▪ Any effort to increase/enhance penalties must return to voters 
(Numerous leg counsel opinions

▪ Must return to voters to:
▪ Increase penalties for repeat offenders

▪ Allow for aggregation of theft amounts
▪  “only the voters may authorize the provisions [allowing for aggregation]."  Leg Counsel 

opinion

▪ Since Prop 47: At least 7 bills to fix retail theft; all were killed in 
committee (each mandated return to voters if passed)

▪ Organized Retail theft law ineffective in combatting theft

The Realities of Prop 47



▪ Legislative bills since Prop 47: 
▪ 20 bills to address consequences of 47

▪ At least 7 bills to fix retail theft
▪ All bills were killed in committee

▪ Each mandated return to voters if passed

▪ Organized Retail Theft law ineffective in 
combatting theft
▪ DA’s rarely use because of difficulties proving

▪ 63% of DA’s have never used the statute 

▪ Large county DA’s have single digit cases

Efforts to Amend 47/Address Theft



The Risks and Threats for the Retail Industry

* 2023 Retail Security Survey-National Retail Federation



The Consequences for the Retail Industry

▪ 45.3% reduced specific store(s) operating 
hours

▪ 29.7% reduced or altered in-store product 
selection(s)

▪ 28.1% of respondents reported closing 
specific store location(s)*

* 2023 Retail Security Survey-National Retail Federation



▪ Reclassify retail theft with 2 or more prior convictions as a felony

▪ Aggregation of multiple thefts together to reach $950 and charge 
felony

▪ Enhanced penalties for excessive taking or damage to property

▪ Enhanced penalties for acting in concert/takeover theft or 
destruction of property

▪ After 2 hard drug convictions, discretion to charge 3rd hard drug 
possession as treatment mandated felony

▪ Address fentanyl crisis by going after fentanyl drug dealers

THE HOMELESSNESS, DRUG ADDICTION, AND 
THEFT REDUCTION ACT BALLOT INITIATIVE

The Solution



The Path to Success 

▪ High Voter support 

▪ Fentanyl: 92% believe Fentanyl is a major threat to 
public safety

 
▪ Theft: 84% believe theft is rampant

▪ Homelessness/Criminal Activity: 82% believe 
homelessness is rampant and driving criminal behavior



The Path to Success 
Ballot Title and Summary and Polling

Please read the full ballot label below for this initiative and 
mark how you would vote if the election were held today:

ALLOWS FELONY CHARGES AND INCREASES SENTENCES 
FOR CERTAIN DRUG AND THEFT CRIMES. Allows felony 
charges for possessing certain drugs, including fentanyl, 
and for thefts under $950 for defendant with two prior 
drug or two prior theft convictions, as applicable. Increases 
sentences for other specified drug and theft crimes. FISCAL 
NOTE: Increased state and local government costs 
potentially in the hundreds of millions of dollars annually, 
offset with potential reductions in state spending for other 
programs.

After reading the ballot label, please respond if you would 
vote YES or vote NO on this initiative.

Yes:  70% (32% definitely Yes)

 No:   23% (9% definitely No)

 Undecided:    7%



The Path to Success 

Polling data further indicates 89% of 
voters support changes to Proposition 47 
to allow for stronger penalties for those 
engaged in the trafficking of hard drugs 
or for repeat offenders of retail theft. 

94% of voters polled overwhelmingly 
support the addition of fentanyl to existing 
laws that prohibit the trafficking of large 
quantities of hard drug the proposed in The 
Homelessness, Drug Addiction and Theft 
Reduction Act. 



The Path to Success 

▪ Two Phases
▪ Qualification
▪ Campaign

▪ Qualification Phase: Now-April 30, 2024
▪ Need 546,651 valid signatures (880,000 total)
▪ Estimated Costs for Qualification: $7-8 million

▪ Campaign
▪ Estimated Budget: $5-10 million*

▪ High voter support lowers budget



Current Status
▪ Qualification Update

▪ Collected 500,000 signatures
▪ Raised $5 million; another $2 million in outstanding 

commitments
▪ Need to raise another $1.5-2 million for qualification

▪ Major Donors

▪ Walmart, Target, Macy’s, Grocers
▪ Law enforcement
▪ Tribes
▪ Businesses and private donors

▪ Bipartisan Support

▪ Mayors across CA, including Bay Area, San Jose, SF, Santa Monica and 
San Diego area

▪ Elected Officials throughout CA
▪ Business groups
▪ Law enforcement and District Attorneys 



Endorsements

 



Endorsements 



How to Contribute

https://casafecommunities.com/
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