




















Wednesday 
AM Session

Developments in 
Pressure Sensitive 

Adhesives  

Emerging Standards in 
Sustainability

Adhesive Formulation 
Development & 
Application New Product 

Introductions

9:15-9:40 a.m. 

Transforming Blushing Assessment 
in Acrylic Clear Label Adhesives:  
From Qualitative to Quantitative

Robert Sandoval, R&D Technical 
Director, EPS - Engineered Polymer 
Solutions

Beyond Chemistry: The Business 
Case for Sustainable Construction 
Adhesives & Sealants

Sanjay Luthra, Co-founder, Sansara 
International

Role of Organofunctional Silanes 
in Improving Water Resistance 
and Wet Adhesion of Silylated 
Polyurethanes

Anne Dussaud, Principal Scientist, 
Momentive

New Sustainable Defoamer 
BYK-1745

Michael Drewery, Market  
Manager Adhesives & Sealants, 
BYK USA Inc.

9:45-10:10 a.m.

Styrene-Butadiene Copolymers in 
Photocurable Hot-Melt Adhesives 
for Industrial Tapes

Jesus Rodriguez, Senior Adhesive 
Applications Technician, Dynasol Group

Driving Sustainability Through 
Transparency

Casey Mahalick, Director Sustainability 
� NA, Henkel

Differences in Solid Benzoate 
Esters for PUR Hot-Melt Adhesive 
Cleanout

My (Mia) Nguyen, Business Manager � 
Industrial Solutions, Hallstar Industrial 
Solutions

Kerilonfi 30000T, A Workhorse 
Grade Silane Modi�ed Polymer 
for Sealants and Adhesives

Qiang Luo, Technical & Business 
Director, Risun Polymer  
China Co., LTD.

10:15-10:40 a.m.

Improved Performance of Emulsion 
Polymers Used in Adhesives

Shailesh Majmudar, Technical Manager, 
Syensqo

The CLIMA Approach: How to Future 
Proof Your Product Portfolio to 
Include Low Carbon Products

Lukas Jongkind, Sustainability Director, 
Synthomer

Faster Application and Longer 
Performance from a New Class 
of Dynamic Aminopolyole�ns for 
Cleaner Industrial Applications

Damon Gilmour, Vice President - 
Research, A2O Advanced Materials Inc.

High Functionality Polyether 
Polyol � Unique Product and 
Performance Characteristics 
in High Performance One-
component PU Applications

Xuhui Liu, Researcher, AGC Inc.

10:40-10:55 a.m. BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK

10:55-11:20 a.m.

Innovative Hydrocarbon Resin 
Solutions for PSA Adhesives: 
Specialized Resins and a Novel 
Liquid Hydrogenated Tacki�er

Ema Hoxha, Sales Manager, Resins and 
Modi�ers, Rain Carbon Germany GmbH

Product Category Rules for 
Adhesives and Sealants Updated 
and Expanded Version

Milena Rangelov, Director of Standards 
and Innovation, Smart EPD

Next Generation Non-CMR 
Structural Adhesives

Matt Freeman, Subject Matter Expert-
Formulated Adhesives, Huntsman 
Corporation

Elastomers for Modifying SIS-
based Adhesives and For Cross 
Linkable Adhesives

Mizuki Nambu, Technical Sales 
Representative, Kuraray Co., Ltd.

11:25-11:50 a.m.

Speaker to be Announced Environmental Product Declaration 
and Generator Tool for Adhesives 
and Sealants

Anthony Mayer, Business Development 
Manager, Sphera Solutions

Innovative Polycaprolactone 
Polymers and Their Use in the 
Advancement of Polyurethane 
Reactive Hot Melt Adhesives

Matthew Ma, Market Segment 
Manager � Adhesives, Ingevity

Novel C5 Hydrocarbon 
Technology: Improving PSA 
Performance using US Produced 
C5 Tacki�ers

Liwei Yu, Research & Development 
Director, Neville Chemical Company

Noon � 1:00 p.m.
General Session Keynote & Lunch
Manufacturing and Supply Chain Digitization: From Intuition to Data Driven Decision Making
Professor David Simchi-Levy, MIT

1:15 � 3:00 p.m. Networking & Refreshment Lounge Be There. Be Engaged. Be Inspired.

Join the industry’s top executives and managers for an 
exclusive leadership experience designed to inspire strategic 
thinking, meaningful collaboration, and long-term growth.

The ASC Executive Leadership Conference delivers  
high-level insights, peer-to-peer discussions, and unparalleled 
networking — all in a relaxed, world-class setting.

From keynote sessions to signature networking events, every 
detail is crafted for leaders shaping the future of the adhesive 
and sealant industry.

Learn More: www.ascouncil.org/leadership2026 

Executive
�Leadership 
Conference

2026

New 
Month!

June 15–17, 2026
PENDRY�PARK�CITY���|���PARK�CITY��UTAH

Unlock Leadership Excellence. 
Create Next Level Success.



Wednesday 
PM Session

Digital Tools for 
A&S Development - 
Digitalization, AI/ML

Circularity, Recyclability 
and Performance

Trends in Sealant 
Technology

End Use  
Applications 

1:15-1:40 p.m.

AI/ML in Advanced Materials and 
3D Printing of Adhesives

Rigoberto Advincula, Professor & 
Group Leader, Oak Ridge National Lab/ 
University of Tennessee

Grounds for Innovation: Brewing 
Better Adhesives

Kathryn Williamson, CEO & Cofounder, 
Unspent

Advancing Sealant Technology: 
Leveraging Dow�s Expertise in 
Silicone and Novel SMP Polymers

Hannah Wedge, Senior Research 
Specialist, Dow

Hidden bonds, loud music: adhesive 
insights from Instrument makers

Raphael Schaller, CTO, Collano AG

1:45-2:10 p.m.

Embrace AI (Arti�cial Intelligence) 
Today to be More Productive and 
Make Better Business Decisions 
Tomorrow

Liz Andert, Digital Customer Experience 
Director, H.B. Fuller 

Advancing Sustainable Packaging 
Through Integrated Barrier Coating 
and Adhesive Technologies

Clark Reifsnider, Senior R&D Manager, 
H.B. Fuller

Acrylic Polymer Development for 
True Clear Sealant Application

Robert Hull, Senior Staff Technician, 
Arkema

Polyole�n Polymers for High 
Performance Hot Melt Adhesives 
in Woodworking and Furniture 
Applications

Kelven Feng, Principal Scientist, 
Synthomer

2:15-2:40 p.m.

What an AI Agent Really Is 
(Explained by a Software Engineer)

Andrew Bass, Founder, CTO Poka Labs

Sustainability in Flexible Food 
Packaging

Bret Chisholm, Senior Research 
Scientist, Bostik

A Silane-Terminated Polyurethane 
Resin for Clear Sealant 
Applications

Rosemeire Ciro, Technical Lab Manager, 
Momentive Performance Materials

Speaker to be Announced

2:40-2:55 p.m. BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK

2:55-3:20 p.m.

Advancing Adhesive Product 
Development Through a Multi-
Scale, Interface-Centered 
Diagnostic Method

Carolyn Carta, Principal Scientist & 
CEO, CArtLab Solutions

Compostable Adhesives: Testing, 
Standards, and Certi�cation

Ethan Stinchcomb, Research Faculty, 
University of Georgia

Development and Rheological 
Evaluation of a High-Performance 
UFPCC for Liquid Sealants

Shingo Hirata, Researcher, Shiraishi 
Central Laboratories Co., Ltd.

Speaker to be Announced

3:25-3:50 p.m.

Unlocking Innovation with Data: 
The Future of Sustainable Product 
Development

Nicolas Velez, Global Business Director, 
Knowde

Uncovering the Growing 
Sustainability Gap Between One-
Ways and Reusable Packaging

Chris Winkler, Senior Vice President, 
Hoover CS

Color Without the Chaos:  
Why Dispersions Beat Pigment 
Powders Every Time

Emily Fisher, R&D Chemist, Holland 
Colours Americas Inc.

Speaker to be Announced

4:00�4:45 p.m. 
Closing Keynote Session 
Invisible But Indispensable: How Adhesives Drive Product Sustainability Across Industries
Elizabeth Staab, Global Packaging Sustainability Manager, H.B. Fuller

4:45-6:00 p.m. Closing Reception
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Sponsored By
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Exclusive Sponsorship & Advertising Opportunities
The 2026 Convention & EXPO will be the LARGEST of�cial  
gathering of the adhesive & sealant industry next year 
with BUYERS and DECISION MAKERS in attendance from 
large and small adhesive & sealant manufacturer and 
supplier companies.

Ready to Book?  Contact Malinda Armstrong at  
(301) 986-9724 or malinda.armstrong@ascouncil.org 

Become an Of�cial Sponsor
Opportunities vary and are sold �rst come, �rst serve. Sponsorships 
include your logo listed in the Preliminary Program (digital and print),  
on the event website, social media and email marketing prior to the  
event, signage during the event, and recognition at various sessions.

Advertise in The Final Program
This program helps attendees plan the event with their teams.  
A prominent ad gives sponsors maximum visibility, especially in the 
EXPO section, which lists exhibitors and booth numbers. It�s a great  
way to drive booth visits and set meetings before, during, and after  
the show. Deadline: March 1, 2026. 

Download the Kit: www.ascouncil.org/opportunities-kit



EXHIBITORS (as of 02/03/2026)

AGC Chemicals  
Americas, Inc........................... 315
Alberdingk Boley, Inc............. 405	**
Albion Engineering  
Company................................. 311
APPLIED Adhesives................. 606
Applied Test Systems.............. 305
Arkema.................................... 301
Axis Chemical Inc.................... 504	**
BYK USA Inc............................ 706
Calumet................................... 307
ChemSpec, Ltd........................ 502	**
Clariant.................................... 514
Covestro.................................. 201	S
CREMER North America/ 
CREMER OLEO......................... 511
Dow Inc................................... 709
Eastman................................... 612
EPS - Engineered  
Polymer Solutions.................. 501	S
H.M. Royal, Inc........................ 607
HallStar.................................... 407
Haver & Boecker USA............. 710
Holland Colours  
Americas, Inc........................... 215	**
Kaneka North  
America LLC.....................304, 306	S

King Industries, Inc................. 806
Koble Sustain.......................... 715
Kraton Corporation................ 610	S
Kuraray America, Inc......410, 810
Lawter, Inc............................... 404
Maag Americas....................... 402
Mayzo Inc................................ 207
medmix.................................... 314
Momentive Performance  
Materials.................................. 412
Munzing.................................. 400
Nanjing Qingqi  
Advanced Materials  
Technology Co., Ltd    ............ 413	**
Neville Chemical Company.... 411
Newson Gale........................... 704	**
ProSys Fill LLC.......................... 500
Nitto Kasei Co., Ltd. ............... 807
Palmer Holland, Inc................ 507
Petro-Canada Lubricants........ 406
Poly-clip System...................... 600
PolyU GmbH............................ 605
ProSys Fill LLC.......................... 500
PSI-Polymer Systems Inc.......... 303
R. E. Carroll, Inc....................... 300
Rain Carbon............................. 505
Resonac America Inc............... 611

REXtac, LLC.............................. 701
Risun Polymer  
China Co., LTD......................... 515
Shiraishi America Inc.............. 510
Specialty Minerals Inc............. 211
Spring�eld Industries............. 506
STI Polymer............................. 801	S
Synthomer............................... 513
Taplin Group, LLC.................... 714
Teckrez, LLC............................. 700	S
Tilley Distribution, Inc............. 302
TRCC......................................... 401
TRECORA.........................310, 312
Trinseo..................................... 503
Univar Solutions..................... 403
Wacker Chemical  
Corporation.....................601, 603
Westlake Corporation............ 614
Yasuhara Chemical  
Co., Ltd..................................... 414	**
Zibo Luhua Hongjin New  
Material Group Co., Ltd......... 415

** � New Exhibitor; S � Sponsor

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 � 1:30-5:30 p.m.
(reception starts at 4:30 p.m.) 

EXPO Hours:

With 80+ exhibitors, the Annual EXPO is the largest adhesive and sealant tradeshow. This elite group of companies will showcase 
the latest innovations and breakthroughs.  With traf�c builders such as an Exhibitor Appreciation Reception, and door prizes, the 
exhibit hall is an effective and ef�cient way for companies to market their products and services.  Companies and products lines 
of all types are welcome to exhibit so RESERVE YOUR BOOTH TODAY! 

EXPO Reception & Raf�e 
Sponsors:
Sponsorships available!

BRINGING THE ENTIRE SUPPLY CHAIN TOGETHER

S � Sponsors
** � New exhibitors
Bold � ASC Members
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ASC Gives Back Community 
Service Project  
Across Middle and West 
Tennessee, 1 in 8 people-and  
1 in 6 children face food insecurity. Second Harvest combats 
this by taking donated surplus food from grocery stores, 
farmers, and others, diverting the supplies from land�lls 
to feed those in need. Volunteers will pack and sort food 
donations. Join us as we help be a part of the change in the 
community by serving for a couple hours during your time 
in Nashville! 
Co-partnership is available. Contact Malinda Armstrong for 
more information.

First Time Attendee & New Member 
Welcome Reception (Invitation only)
This exclusive invitation-only reception offers new members 
and �rst-time attendees an opportunity to engage with the 
ASC Board of Directors and staff while learning more about 
ASC programs and services.

Nashville Honky Tonk Themed 
Welcome Reception & Dinner  
(Full convention attendees)
Get ready for a night of 
fun at the kickoff event 
for the 2026 Annual 
Convention & EXPO! 
This is your chance to 
network with peers, 
share interesting facts 
about Nashville, and 
unwind. The evening promises a relaxing atmosphere, 
Nashville style�so don�t forget your cowboy hat and boots! 

Visit the photo booth sponsored by Teckrez.

EXPO & Reception (NEW HOURS)
This is the LARGEST tradeshow exclusively dedicated to 
the adhesive and sealant industry. It�s a can�t miss event. 
At 4:30 p.m. join the exhibitors for an evening refresher 
during the EXPO reception. Tuesday, April 21 from  
1:30-5:30 p.m.

Networking Breakfast & Lunch
Meet a colleague for a refreshing breakfast before the start 
of the day. Not a breakfast person, be sure to join us for 
lunch to network with your peers.  

ASC Closing Reception & 
Keynote 
Conclude your convention experience by attending the 
closing keynote and reception on Wednesday night. 
This �nal gathering is the perfect opportunity to ask 
remaining questions, solidify the professional contacts 
you�ve built over the past two days, and network one 
last time before heading out to explore Nashville.

Convention App 
Maximize your event 
experience by downloading 
the of�cial app to 
network with attendees, 
schedule meetings, and 
review the full program 
schedule. Use the app 
to share your journey by 
posting photos directly to 
social media. Hardcopies 
of the attendee list will 
not be available; all 
networking and  
attendee information 
is exclusively accessible 
through the app.

sponsored by

sponsored by

NETWORKING
EVENTS

Photo booth sponsored by

REXtac, LLC.............................. 701
Risun Polymer  
China Co., LTD......................... 515
Shiraishi America Inc.............. 510
Specialty Minerals Inc............. 211
Spring�eld Industries............. 506
STI Polymer............................. 801	S
Synthomer............................... 513
Taplin Group, LLC.................... 714
Teckrez, LLC............................. 700	S
Tilley Distribution, Inc............. 302
TRCC......................................... 401
TRECORA.........................310, 312
Trinseo..................................... 503
Univar Solutions..................... 403
Wacker Chemical  
Corporation.....................601, 603
Westlake Corporation............ 614
Yasuhara Chemical  
Co., Ltd..................................... 414	**
Zibo Luhua Hongjin New  
Material Group Co., Ltd......... 415

EXPO Reception & Raf�e 
Sponsors:
Sponsorships available!

BRINGING THE ENTIRE SUPPLY CHAIN TOGETHER

Networking is a crucial component of the Annual Convention & EXPO experience, offering attendees extensive 
opportunities to connect with industry professionals. Opportunities for connection are integrated throughout the event, 
occurring between educational sessions, during the community service project, at receptions, lunches, and dinners, as well as 
while exploring the EXPO hall. For additional information and to register, please visit www.ascouncil.org/events.
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Registration Fees:
Short Course ONLY:  ASC Member/End-User:  $780 � Nonmember:  $1,220
Short Course with Convention:  
Early bird: ASC Member/End-User: $1,140 � Nonmember: $1,962
Regular: ASC Member/End-User: $1,245 � Nonmember: $2,065
NOTE: Registration for the short course should be processed under the course. If you are registering for the 
convention and the short course, you MUST select the ‘Convention Combo Fee’ to register for the convention at 
the discounted rate. Early bird combo rates expire on February 20, 2026. No refunds after March 27, 2026.

Accommodations*:
Grand Hyatt Nashville, 1000 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203 � 888-591-1234  
*Special group rate of $329 single/double occupancy before March 27, 2026.

Co-located with the 2026 Annual Convention 
& EXPO in Nashville, Tennessee

Program Topics (tentative):
Monday, April 20
�	 �Introduction to Sealants and Testing  

for Building Applications,  
Angelina Sprecher, DAP

�	 Sealants for Mobility Applications,  
Ryan Kruger, Bostik

�	 Sealant Performance from Design and  
Use Perspective, David Nicastro, Abbae

�	 Introduction to Rheology, Michael Berlin, 
Elementis

�	 Acrylic Sealants, Farhan Ansari, Dow
�	 Polyurethane and Hybrid Sealants,  

Ruolei Wang & Jonathan Barrus, Kaneka
�	 Silicone Sealants, David Speer, Wacker 

Chemical Corporation

Tuesday, April 21
�	 Plasticizers, Emily Mayes, Lanxess
�	 Adhesion Promoters, Anne Dussaud, 

Momentive
�	 Functional Fillers, Navin Patel, Imerys
�	 Establishing Performance,  

Christopher White, Ramboll
�	 Dispensing Applications in Automotive 

Sealants and Sealers, Kyle Williams, 
OTC Industrial Technologies

Course Description
Co-located with the 2026 Convention & EXPO, caulks and sealants are primarily used in 
building construction and transportation to bond surfaces together, �ll gaps and serve as a 
physical barrier. Due to their use in bonding substrates with differing coef�cients of thermal 
expansion, sealants are formulated to have higher elongation and paste like viscosities to allow 
for gap �lling applications. Taught by industry experts, ASC�s 1.5-day technical short course will 
help you gain a better understanding of the functions and applications of caulks and sealants.
Participants are invited to attend the Annual EXPO at no additional charge to network 
and learn about the latest innovations in the industry.

WHO SHOULD  
ATTEND:

The course is designed for 
professional working with 
manufacturers, suppliers 

and end user companies as 
well as design-engineering 

professionals. A basic 
chemistry background 

is assumed; however, no 
advanced knowledge is 
required. This course is 

ideal for RD&E, Application 
engineers, Technical Sales/

Service, Architects, Speci�ers, 
Project managers, Sales and 

marketing professionals.
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Course Description
Co-located with the 2026 Convention & EXPO, the Pressure Sensitive Adhesives (PSA) Short 
Course offers in-depth knowledge of the fundamentals and latest developments for pressure 
sensitive adhesives. Presented by industry experts, this course covers formulation strategies, 
based on application and performance requirements. Learn how polymers, plasticizers, tacki�ers 
and other additives are used for optimized processing and enhanced properties. Learn about the 
current methods of characterization including rheology, tack/shear test methods and details of PSA 
production. Gain an insight into the innovation and sustainability efforts in PSA technology.
Participants are invited to attend the Annual EXPO at no additional charge to network 
and learn about the latest innovations in the industry.

Program Topics (tentative)

Registration Fees:
Short Course ONLY:  ASC Member/End-User:  $780 � Nonmember:  $1,220
Short Course with Convention:  
Early bird: ASC Member/End-User: $1,140 � Nonmember: $1,962
Regular: ASC Member/End-User: $1,245 � Nonmember: $2,065
NOTE: Registration for the short course should be processed under the course. If you are registering for the convention 
and the short course you MUST select the ‘Convention Combo Fee’ to register for the convention at a discounted rate. 
Early bird combo rates expire on February 20, 2026. No refunds after March 27, 2026.

Accommodations*:
Grand Hyatt Nashville, 1000 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37203 � 888-591-1234  
*Special group rate of $329 single/double occupancy before March 27, 2026.

WHO SHOULD  
ATTEND:
Professionals involved with 
formulating or converting 
pressure sensitive adhesives 
for speci�c applications. Lab 
and Tech support personnel 
will gain valuable insight 
into the technology that will 
help them with formulations 
and understand the test 
methods. Technical, Sales 
and Marketing personnel 
working with manufactur-
ers, suppliers and end user 
companies would greatly 
bene�t by gaining technical 
depth for tailored solutions 
to product requirements.

Co-located with the 2026 Annual Convention 
& EXPO in Nashville, Tennessee

Monday, April 20
�	 PSA Technology and Market Overview, 

Aideen Gallagher, H.B. Fuller
�	 PSA Hot Melt Formulations,  

Cristina Dejesus, Henkel
�	 PSA Formulation Stabilization,  

Alan Cramer, Mayzo
�	 Emulsion PSA, Raj Hariharan, Mapei
�	 Acrylic PSA, Robert Sandoval,  

EPS Adhesives
�	 Medical Adhesives, Leon Dean, Solventum
�	 Tacki�ers, Brett Neumann,  

Kraton Chemical, LLC

Tuesday, April 21
�	 Testing, Dave Yarusso, Yarusso 

Consulting
�	 Optimal Converting, Keith Andes, 

Arkema
�	 Introduction to Debondable T 

echnologies, Kristoffer Stokes, 
Geisys Ventures

�	 Silicone PSA, Kwanho Chang, 
Momentive

�	 Security and Athletic Applications 
of PSA, Raphael Schaller, Collano
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