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Urgent Call to Action: Contact Your Legislators
APTA and the Academy of Education are deeply
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concerned by the recent recommendation from the
Reimagining and Improving Student Education, or
RISE, Negotiated Rulemaking Committee, which, if
enacted, would designate the doctor of physical
therapy degree — and dozens of other health care
professional degrees — as a graduate degree rather
than a professional degree.

If this proposed definition is adopted via official
rulemaking by the Department of Education, the ability to borrow for federal student
loans would be severely reduced, threatening to limit the physical therapy workforce
at a time of nationwide shortages.

APTA strongly opposes this proposal and will continue to engage with the
Department of Education to advocate for the profession, most especially when the
proposed rule is published for public comment in early 2026. APTA is urging
Congress to intervene, as the proposed definition runs contrary to congressional
intent.

APTA members and other advocates can use the APTA Patient Action Center to
send a prepared email, with key points, to members of Congress.

Although this recommendation is not final and is subject to additional steps that
include a public comment period, APTA believes the idea is misguided and
misinformed and will have a significant negative impact on the health of our
communities and country by diminishing the number of quality health care
professionals available to an already strained workforce.

Act Now!

November Federal Affairs Liaison Briefing
Please see the attached FAL Briefing Memo for November
Federal Affairs updates, including information on the 2026
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule Rule and the Department
of Education RISE Committee's proposed definition of a
professional degree.

On November 12, the APTA released a new report and
infographic on:
The Impact of Administrative Burden on PT Services.

Key findings include:
An escalation in wait times for prior authorization, with 30% of survey
respondents waiting 1-2 weeks for prior authorization approval.
85% of survey respondents report prior authorization requirements negatively
impact patients' clinical outcomes.
75% of survey respondents had to hire administrative staff to keep up with the
administrative demands.
A majority of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that administrative
burden has led their practice to discontinue participation with a payer or
network.

https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/APTA/Campaigns/131766/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/APTA/Campaigns/131766/Respond
https://files.constantcontact.com/dc0cb72b001/46a4b382-4194-4629-857a-91a564bbcc3d.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.apta.org/advocacy/issues/administrative-burden/report


View Document

Join us for the 51st Annual APTA CSM
Feburary 12th - 14th in Anaheim, California

This year, we're on a mission to excellence, pushing
boundaries, and expanding horizons in physical therapy.
Be a part of the largest physical therapy conference in the
nation! Connect with thousands of PTs, PTAs, and
students, and explore programming and events you won't
find anywhere else.

 

Register

Scholarship Announcement:
Pre-Conference Course at CSM 2026

The CESIG is excited to announce a Pre-Conference Course
Scholarship for those attending the Combined Sections Meeting
(CSM) in Anaheim, California!

$500 will be provided for use towards the course, this may also
include lodging, meals, and transportation.

How to Apply:
Please complete the application at the link below by 12/30. Winners will be awarded by
1/15/26.

Apply

Academy Preconference Workshops

​Discover how to start your research journey, harness AI
in the classroom and clinic, or supplement shrinking
department budgets with effective fundraising at one of
the Academy of Education’s Preconference Sessions:

https://files.constantcontact.com/dc0cb72b001/46a4b382-4194-4629-857a-91a564bbcc3d.pdf?rdr=true
https://csm.apta.org/?_gl=1*1fagezg*_gcl_au*MTgwMzU3NDM5OC4xNzUyNzc3NTc5*_ga*NDg4MTc3Nzg3LjE3NTI3Nzc1ODI.*_ga_ZZJK74HXNR*czE3NTYzMTA1ODMkbzEzJGcxJHQxNzU2MzEwNjIyJGoyMSRsMCRoMA
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yW3D9l1G-U6Im_QUXwEc3vJiOROj8eZBi5ooPbPmFihUNzdMSVk3MTAySVMwVTlQSzhCS01FVElBNS4u


Education Research: How to Begin Your Journey (Mini-GAMER) .8 CEUs
Ready to turn your curiosity into research that advances physical therapy education?
This full-day mentored workshop gives novice researchers the structure and
confidence to move from idea to action. Learn to frame meaningful research
questions, select sound methods, and map a clear plan under expert guidance. Join
us to build the skills and network that launch your scholarship journey—and leave
with a concrete research roadmap.

Learn More

AI in Physical Therapy: A New Era of Education and Practice (.9 CEUs)
Artificial Intelligence is transforming every corner of health care—don’t get left
behind. This immersive preconference course demystifies AI and gives you hands-on
practice with tools that elevate teaching, learning, and clinical reasoning. Explore
real-world applications, tackle ethical and academic integrity challenges, and design
AI-enhanced curricula or research ideas with peers. Take part and shape how AI
advances physical therapy education and practice.

Learn More

Growing Philanthropic Support for Your Program: Developing a Strategic
Roadmap for Success .8 CEUs
Strengthen your program’s future by mastering the art of academic fundraising. This
interactive seminar equips leaders and faculty to secure external support through
strategic partnerships and compelling proposals. Learn how to align goals with donor
priorities, craft high-impact funding plans, and engage stakeholders for lasting
success. Build your roadmap to sustainable growth—and position your program for
long-term advancement.

Learn More

Moderate a CSM Education or Platform Session!

​Help make the Academy’s CSM education and
platform sessions a success by volunteering as a
moderator!

To participate, you must be registered for CSM.

Responsibilities include:
Arrive 15 minutes prior to the session

https://apta.confex.com/apta/csm2026/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24300
https://apta.confex.com/apta/csm2026/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24421
https://apta.confex.com/apta/csm2026/meetingapp.cgi/Session/24408


For platforms, ask them to load their presentation to the provided laptop
Welcome the participants and give the title of the session
For platforms, keep time and signal to speaker when time is running out
Assist with questions per the speakers’ request
Ensure the session ends on time

We thank you for considering how you might be able to help. Please sign up
by Thursday, January 29.

Sign Up

Volunteer at the Academy's CSM Booth!

Volunteering at the booth is a fun, easy way to
provide service to the Academy as you get to know
fellow attendees who stop by the booth.

You don't have to be an Academy "expert" - we will
provide answers to FAQs. Consider signing up with
a colleague or PT/PTA school classmate. It's a great
way to find an hour for catching up during the busy
CSM schedule.

Sign Up

Physical Therapy Faculty Development
Workshop (PTFDW) 2026 | Save The Date!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E44AFA629A1FACE9-54232327-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E44AFA629A1FACE9-60582099-volunteer


Workshop Goals:

1. Introduce novice faculty to established roles in the academy.
2. Facilitate professional growth of developing faculty members.
3. Cultivate a network of academic colleagues among workshop participants

and facilitators.
4. Create a professional development plan incorporating elements of teaching,

scholarship and service.
5. Design instructional activities and assessment methods that reflect

contemporary best practices.
6. Examine the integration of cultural humility within the physical therapy

curricula.

Focused Learning Opportunities:

1. Discussions on balancing responsibilities of teaching, research and service as
the new faculty member acclimates to a role in higher education.

2. Applying core principles of teaching and learning, using best practices in
course development, student assessments, and student engagement.

3. Fostering professionalism and coaching.
4. Focusing on the unique role of the Director of Clinical Education (DCE) as a

member of the faculty team.
5. Individual or small group consulting opportunities with faculty facilitators during

the workshop.
6. Post course synchronous networking and follow-up for participants.



Outcomes of Residency Education: Insights into the
Professional Formation of the Physical Therapist Resident

Tuesday | December 9 | 8-9 PM ET
This RFESIG Academy of Education Journal Club is a live, interactive session. Open
to RFESIG members and the broader community, this session offers opportunities
for knowledge sharing, professional development, and reflection on residency best
practices. CEUs available upon completion of assessment.

Discussion led by: Julie Peterson
.1 CEUs
Free for Academy of Education members
$25 for non-members

Register

2026 Promotion of Doctoral Studies
Scholarships Applications are Open!  

https://www.aptaeducation.org/events/rfe-sig-journal-club-outcomes-of-residency-education-insights-into-the-professional-formation-of-the-physical-therapist-resident


In 2026, the APTA Academy of Education is supporting an award available to pre-
candidate doctoral students ($7,500) or doctoral candidates ($15,000). Applicants
must be members of both APTA and the Academy at the time the application
is submitted.  

Doctoral students and candidates who are focused on PT education research are
not limited to this award. They may apply and be eligible for non-restricted awards,
too.  

Key Dates:
Application deadline: January 20, 2026, 4:59 p.m. ET 
Award announcements: Late June 2026 
Scholarship start date: September 1, 2026 

For eligibility details, guidelines, and instructions, visit the Foundation’s website. To
receive updates and FAQs, join the scholarship email list. 

Learn More and Apply

FHEL Applications Open October 1 - March 1
Fellowship for Higher Education Leadership
Accepting Applications for 26-27 Cohort
​Registration is now open for the Fellowship of Higher Education
Leadership, a program designed for current and aspiring
directors and leaders in physical therapy education to enhance
leadership skills, connect theory and practice and access
mentorship from experienced PT education academic

leaders.The 13-month program combines asynchronous modules created by content
experts, interactive live office hours and three immersive sessions to prepare PT and
PTA faculty for leadership positions.

Learn More Apply

 
Residency/Fellowship Education (RFESIG)

https://foundation4pt.org/scholarships/
https://mailchi.mp/dbd2b5b3dd53/foundation-doctoral-scholarship-updates
https://foundation4pt.org/scholarships/
https://www.aptaeducation.org/fellowship
https://rfptcas.cas.myliaison.com/applicant-ux/#/login


Learning Objectives

To provide a vehicle for enhancing communication among those invested in
residency/fellowship education.
To promote cooperative efforts among residency/fellowship programs in
advancing and improving curriculum.
To serve as a resource for collaboration in research for the advancement of
resident/fellowship education.
To assist in the advancement of skilled clinical mentorship for all
resident/fellowship faculty.
To view the SIG Standing Rules, please click here.

Leadership:

Chair: Darren Calley, PT, DSc, OCS
Vice Chair: David Nolan PT, DPT, MS, OCS, SCS, CSCS 
Treasurer/Secretary: Kristel Maes PT, DPT 
Membership Secretary: Martha Bloyer PT, DPT, PCS 
Nominating Committee Chair: Kristina Stein, PT, MPT
Nominating Committee: Jodie Rush PT, DPT, COMT, OCS
Nominating Committee: Caitlyn Lang, PT, DPT, OCS, SCS, FAAOMPT
Communications Committee Chair: Kris Neelon PT, DPT,OCS, SCS, FAAOMPT

 

Check out our
Virtual Exhibit Booth!

Participate in your
Colleagues' Research

Journal of Physical
Therapy Education to be

Indexed in MEDLINE

Learn More Learn More Learn More

Never miss the
​APTA Academy of Education Newsletter

Learn More

https://www.aptaeducation.org/policies-and-procedures
mailto:Chair-RFESIG@aptaeducation.org?subject=Message from APTAEducation.org website
mailto:d.nolan@northeastern.edu
mailto:steps2fit@gmail.com
mailto:mhb79@miami.edu
mailto:kstein1@hfhs.org
mailto:jods503@gmail.com
mailto:caitlynlang2@gmail.com
mailto:kris.neelon@gmail.com
https://www.aptaeducation.org/news/check-out-our-virtual-exhibit-booth
https://www.aptaeducation.org/news/participate-in-your-colleagues-research
https://www.aptaeducation.org/news/journal-of-physical-therapy-education-to-be-indexed-in-medline
https://www.aptaeducation.org/newsletters


Find your next career opportunity on our classified page.

Search Jobs Post Jobs

Check out the latest information and trends in physical therapy
educational research on the JoPTE website and follow

@JOPTEjournal on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to keep
up with newsworthy educational content and publications!

Read Journal 

Stay Connected By Following
APTA Academy of Education's Social Media Pages ​

#APTAAcademyofEducation
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