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The Power of Association Membership: Elevating Your Career and Industry 

By: Jullie Campbell 
 
Membership in a professional association is more than just a badge of affiliation—it’s a gateway to 
growth, connection, and contribution. Over the years, my journey through associations like the 
American Society of Association Executives (ASAE), the Association Executives of North Carolina 
(AENC), and the Hotel Sales & Marketing Association International (HSMAI) has profoundly shaped my 
career and passion for our industry. Being a part of AENC, including serving on their tradeshow 
committee, offered invaluable insights into event planning and collaboration. Attending other 
association events like MPI-CC, SGMP, and PCMA has also been instrumental in my professional 
growth, providing diverse perspectives and broadening my skill set within the hospitality industry I love. 
 
Education: A Platform for Lifelong Learning 
 
As a life-long learner, in an ever-evolving world, staying ahead means staying informed. Associations 
like HSMAI prioritize professional development by offering cutting-edge education tailored to our 
industry’s unique challenges in sales, revenue, and digital marketing. Education seminars on revenue 
optimization and artificial intelligence to workshops on leadership, sales strategies, and digital, 
members gain access to resources that sharpen their skills and broaden their perspectives. Education 
isn’t just about career advancement; it’s about staying relevant and adaptable in a dynamic 
environment. 
 
Networking: Building Bridges That Matter 
 
One of the most rewarding aspects of association membership is the chance to connect with like-
minded professionals. Whether you’re attending an annual conference, participating in a local chapter 
event, or joining a virtual panel, you’re building a network that extends far beyond your immediate 
circle. These connections often lead to collaborations, mentorship opportunities, and even lifelong 
friendships. Personally, I’ve found immense value in the relationships I’ve built through associations 
like AENC, HSMAI, and others—relationships that have inspired and supported me throughout my 
career and compelled me to give back. 
 
Career Growth: A Springboard for Success 
 
Associations offer a myriad of resources designed to help members advance in their careers. From 
certification programs to leadership opportunities, members are empowered to take their skills to the 
next level. My involvement with multiple associations, including serving on boards, committees and 
attending diverse events, has provided opportunities to learn, grow, and contribute to our industry. 
These experiences have honed my leadership abilities and deepened my commitment to fostering a 
collaborative and innovative professional community. 
 
Giving Back: Supporting an Industry, We Love 
 
As members, we have the unique opportunity to contribute to the growth and success of our industries. 
Through volunteer leadership, mentorship, and advocacy, we can help shape the future of our 
professions. Being a part of associations like HSMAI has been a way for me to champion the 
hospitality industry, drive innovation, and support the next generation of leaders. There’s nothing more 
fulfilling than knowing your efforts are making a tangible impact. 
 
Call to Action: Show Up and Join an Association Today! 
 
The true power of association membership lies not just in joining, but in how you show up and 
participate. It’s about attending events, volunteering your time, contributing your ideas, and embracing 
opportunities to connect and grow. The benefits of membership come to life when you actively engage 
and immerse yourself in the community. 
 
Organizations like HSMAI, AENC, MPI-CC, SGMP, and PCMA to name a few offers unparalleled 
opportunities to advance your career, build meaningful relationships, and make a difference in your 
industry. However, the key to unlocking these opportunities is your willingness to take part and invest in 
the experience. 
 
If you’re not yet a member of a professional association, take the leap today. Your participation not only 
elevates your own career but also strengthens the hospitality community collectively. Together, we can 
achieve great things. 
 
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” - Helen Keller 
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About the Author:  
Jullie Campbell is the Senior Director of Sales Training and Task Force Support at Atrium Hospitality, 
on a mission to ignite the Atrium Spirit and Circle of Life. With years of experience and a passion for 
hospitality, she is committed to delivering top-notch training that drives results. From onboarding new 
sales leaders to providing strategic guidance and field support, she’s always looking for innovative 
ways to elevate team performance.  
 
Beyond the boardroom, she’s a board member of the HSMAI NC Chapter, connecting with like-minded 
professionals and sharing best practices.  
 
“I am currently the president-elect for HSMAI NC Chapter, and I would welcome board members at 
large who want to show up, get involved, and make the most of what this incredible organizations have 
to offer.” 

 

 
  

 

 

If you would like to have one of your articles featured in Success by Association Live 
or have interest in sponsoring please contact Madi today at madi@aencnet.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
AENC | 514 Daniels Street Box #352 | Raleigh, NC 27605 US 

 

             
  

 

mailto:madi@aencnet.org
https://www.facebook.com/AENC55/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aenc/
https://twitter.com/aenctweets

