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Opening question:
What is one thing you’re dissatisfied with in your current 
materials/textbook regarding culture and/or inclusivity? 

Textbooks tend to generalize
Hard to stay in target language and talk about 
culture in the beginning levels

Low diversity among students enrolled in 
German (compared to French and 
Spanish)Textbooks that try to do better on adversity 

sometimes throw in too many voices with no sense 
of how to sort them out
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Outline

The background of its creation 
and our goals for its use

Breakout rooms: brainstorming 
small changes to make to 
existing lessons

Padlet: gathering information 
about previous experiences

Walk-through of a lesson plan 
from a textbook that was 
re-worked using a Social 
Justice Lesson Plan template

Overview of Guidebook Experience with critical 
pedagogies Sample lesson plan Tweaking existing 

materials



Background

Why did we create this guidebook?

https://wustl.pressbooks.pub/breakingculturebox

(see “Our Starting Point”)

Artwork credit: Doug Lillesve 

https://wustl.pressbooks.pub/breakingculturebox


Experiences with 
critical 
pedagogies

What are your experiences with critical 
pedagogies? Have you tried any 
before? If not, what has prevented you?
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Knowledge, experience, and time are limiting factors

I’m a first-year teacher and not familiar with 
critical pedagogies yet

At the middle school level it’s hard to get below 
the surface

I’ve participated in a workshop and developed materials that 
way

Try to advance critical language awareness through 
asking how language is used and encouraging 

self-reflection

https://padlet.com/kkerschen/critical_pedagogies


The Guidebook

Small changes are worth doing. 

The take-away:
The overarching goal of 
critical pedagogies is to 
develop a mindset of 
criticality in your 
students and yourself. 
And this can be achieved 
incrementally. 



Sample Lesson Plan
Lesson on Jewish life in Vienna

Part of a unit on Vienna (Impuls Deutsch 1)

Re-worked with a social justice focus during a workshop at 
CARLA  (Center for Advanced Research on Language 
Acquisition)

Lesson Plan
https://wustl.pressbooks.pub/breakingculturebox/chapter/les
son-planning/

CARLA Social Justice Planning Template
https://carla.umn.edu/socialjustice/templates 

https://wustl.pressbooks.pub/breakingculturebox/chapter/lesson-planning/
https://wustl.pressbooks.pub/breakingculturebox/chapter/lesson-planning/
https://carla.umn.edu/socialjustice/templates


Tweaking 
existing 
materials

What adjustments could you make to an 
existing lesson to bring in elements of 
critical pedagogy?



Inclusive Pedagogy Literacy-Based Pedagogy

Student self-assessment of participation

Inspiration

● Students set personal goals for participation and 
engagement  

● Evaluate themselves at mid-term and 
end-of-semester based on their personal criteria

“Gedicht am Freitagˮ
● Short poem every Friday in German 1010 
● Identify known words
● Discus topic and tone



Tweaking existing materials

Time for breakout rooms! 
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Find a resource you can rely on (suggestion: KIKA) and keep 
returning to that. No need for a new resource every time

Local (to Germany/Austria/Switzerland) non-profits and 
initiatives can provide decentering materials and resources

https://colonial-local.ch/schokolade/

https://www.berlin-postkolonial.de/en/

Discussion

What ideas did you 
generate in your 
breakout rooms?
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Thank you!


